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Abstract

This research highlights the markets of Damascus between 1840-1918, and
This is an important period in the history of Damascus, Where the city's markets
flourished and there are 93 market, According to the documents and confirmed by
the sources, It made of Damascus an important economic center for the import and
export of goods, Some of its markets were also factories and workshops producing
local goods, It has become a major destination for European business and political
activity, Which led to Damascus becoming one of the most important cities of the
Ottoman Empire.

Damascus was influenced by Ottoman rule like any other city under
Ottoman control, Damascus was subject to state taxes, monopolies and commercial
practices, Damascus had the largest share of the negative economic policy of the
Ottomans, Due to its commercial and industrial richness and availability of raw
materials, Especially those necessary for the textile and food industries, Damascus
used its revenues and part of the revenues of Syrian state brigades to cover its large
expenses.

The markets of Damascus provided its residents with all the necessary
necessities to live, Its traders have been active to secure people's requirements,
European countries also made significant trade gains as a result of its penetration
into the city markets in the era of weakness of the Ottoman Sultanate, this is what
caused a large economic gap, Among Jewish and Christian merchants who were
supported by those countries and among Muslim merchants, In the late 19th
century, the city's markets have turned into drainage areas for European goods,
After Ottoman taxes became almost non-existent.

In this research hundreds of shops were counted, and record items sold by
each one. The most prominent results of this study: Proof of non-specialization of
most markets, although the sources confirmed it. Statistics of occupations found in
Damascus during the study period. Discovering the non-extinction of the
manufacture of swords in Damascus with documentation and image. The
researcher also designed detailed maps of the city's markets at the time, and he set
up accurate schedules of the materials sold in the shops, where there were 119
specialty.
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