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Agricultural Media and its Role in Agricultural Development

(a Field Study in Homs Governorate)

-Research Summary-

This study conducted in the governorate of Homs, due to the increasing
importance of agricultural media in this governorate and, on the other
hand, because of the scarcity of research being made concerning the
agricultural media.The study has encompassed six agricultural areas in
Homs.The information was compiled via personal interviews, with the
use of questionaire designed to suit the research targets, following due
experiments and amendments. The research aims to consider some
personal and socio-economic factors connected to the peasants in the
study area, defining the role agricultural media plays in development and
considering the relationship between the both sides.

The research led to a number of results, including the fact that the
majority of farmers in the study area were middle-aged and most of them
were graduates with higher education degrees. Furthermore, most of them
had mild social interaction, over two thirds of the farmers have a well
access to various communication means, most of them owned the land in
which they worked, but without any cattle, a little proportion of peasants
did farming for living. The study demonstrated the existence of a negative
significant relationship between the age of the farmer and the number of
the family members on one hand, and the role agricultural press played in
development on the other. It also showed the existence of a positive
intangible relationship between the educational level of peasants, the
availability of communication media on one hand, and the role
agricultural press played in development on the other.

The study also showed a negative signiificant relationship between the
role of agricultural visible and radio media in development, and the
farming income of the peasant, whereas this relationship proved to be
positive with social interaction of the peasants. In the meantime, a
negative intangible relationship connected the role of electronic media in
development to the peasant age average, the number of family members
and owning cattle. While the relationship was significant positive when it
came to the peasants' educational degrees, the availability of
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communication media and having other jobs to do other than farming.
The study showed that there was a negative significant relationship
between the role of the role of agricultural visible and radio media on one
hand, and the irrigated part of land and the farming income of peasants on
the other, while the relationship was significant positive when it came to
peasants social interaction and the efficiency of guiding services.

In the meantime, a negative significant relationship connected the role of
electronic media in development to the peasant age average, the number
of family members and owning cattle. While the relationship was
significant positive when it came to the peasants' educational degrees, the
availability of communication media and having other jobs to do other
than farming.

As for the agricultural theatre role in development, the study showed that
it had an significant relationship to the peasant social interaction, the
availability of communication media and the efficiency of guiding
Services.

The guiding films role in development had an significant relationship to
the irrigated part of the land, the farming income, the socio-economic
situation of the peasant and the efficiency of guiding services.

Among the most serious problems facing the agricultural media in the
study area were: the agricultural press was insufficiently available, the
scarcity of agricultural radio and TV programs, while they were
broadcasted in time inconvenient for most of the peasants, the poor
performance of the Internet in the rural areas, which made it difficult to
capitalize on as a media means. And the Ministry of Agriculture had only
one group of actors and actresses, whose plays and activities could not
cover the whole villages throughout the country. The farmers suggested
to increase agricultural TV and radio programs, establish satellite
channels dedicated to farming, in addition to providing sufficient guiding
press and activating and developing agricultural guiding, so as to bolster
and support peasants.
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