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abstract

The apricot is considered desirable fruit by the consumers because it is rich in
vitamin s and is eaten fresh . In addition large quantities of apricot fruits are
preserved or dried to be eaten in winter or on religious occasions . Further more a lot

of factories produce apricot juice for commercial purposes — Also «several medical

uses of apricot were mentioned in old medicine book by Ibn sena and ibn Al betar
and others .
This tree is widely planted in most Syrian governerates of which Damascus

country side comes number one in terms of area <number of tree <and production .

The size of the study sample has been specified according to the Morgan low
where 375 questioners were distributed on farmers in the most important

geographical areas in Damascus country — side that is : Qatana <«Zabadani <Yabrod «

and AlGhota .
The morphological and biological specifications for the apricot tree . have been

studied showing the amounts of fertilizers that should <be added whether in irrigated

or un irrigated form lands as well as in the multiplication processes.

It has also shown the required principles for growing apricots and the local and
foreign varieties it was clear that the bitter — kernelled apricot came in the first place
in the study areas constituting around 31 % whereas the foreign — kernelled variety
came second constituting around 220 % .

The study has also shown the agricultural services conducted on apricots and
the time of performing them through referential studies and through the study

guestion are . As a result «there was a total consistency between the times of

performing the various agricultural processes suggested by the referential studies and
those reached by the field study .

The study has revealed the average production cost of one thousand sq . meters
=( 0.247 acre ) in the study area has reached a bout 15.000 SP in comparison with

the typical costs set by the Ministry of Agricultural <in which the production cost of
one thousand sq .meters equaled 8.800 SP .
This indicates that the study costs were 170 % more «which means that the

costs shown by the study are realistic .
Due to the increase in the price of fuel oil during the period of conducting the

study and the effect of that on the production costs <a comparative study was

performed of this effect on the apricot production Al Ghota More over «the
marketing tracks and the local and foreign markets of selling the apricot have been

AR



studied and defined as falling in three direction <the marketing track of fresh apricot

«and that of the industrial apricots <and the export track .

The study's question are has been analyzed using the SPSS program in relation
to the social and economic indicators . consequently the most significant production

problems have been determined <of which the prices of production requirements

came first forming 22.6 % . Also the marketing problems have been studied «the
thing which cases the delay of the crop reaching the market and the growers not
getting the appropriate prices .here <the brokers <manipulation came first with a 22.9
% .

In addition <there was a study of the future prospects of developing the land

area «the production and the number of apricot trees by the year 2020 based on the

predicting rates formulated according to the data base of the period between 2001 and
2006 .

The study has arrived at a number of important recommend actions <the most

important of which is decreasing the use of pesticides on apricot trees especially
during the maturity period in order to reduce the level of toxicity and its residue on
the negative effect this has on the environment .

The recommendations have also pointed out the immediate crucial and need for
a setting standardized specifications for Syrian apricots according to the desired kinds

by the consumers <the canning factories «dried apricots ( Qamaradin ) work shops
and by the exporting requirements .



Damascus university
Faculty of agriculture
Department of horticulture

The technical and economical studies for the production of apricot in the
governorate of Damascus countryside

Prepared by the agronomist :suaad shammat

By the supervision of

The scientific supervisor associated scientific supervisor
pro. Dr.M.Yassin pro. Dr.E.Alessa

Damascus 2010



