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Abstract

Introduction: Neonatal meningitis is an infection of the meninges during the first 28
days of life. Meningitis infection usually occurs through the hematogenous route, although
in some cases it may occur through direct spread such as trauma or from the nasal passages.
Bacterial meningitis in newborns remains an important cause of mortality and morbidity
and approximately 25% to 50% of survivors have neurological consequences.

Aim: To study the prevalence of bacterial meningitis in early and late sepsis in premature
and full term neonates.

Importance: The importance of the research lies in shedding light on the rate of
bacterial meningitis in early and late sepsis, in premature and full-term neonates, thus
obtaining the incidence of bacterial meningitis and developing an appropriate plan to study
the case and appropriate surveillance for early management, which reduces the mortality
rate and improves prognosis.

Patients and methods: Patient data was collected through medical history, clinical

examination, conducting the necessary investigations, and investigating the prevalence

and results.

Results:

v' The incidence of meningitis was higher in cases of late sepsis, reaching 11.6%
compared to 10% for meningitis in early sepsis, without statistical significant.

v" The incidence of meningitis in patients with sepsis was higher in males, reaching
65.4% compared to 34.6% in females of all cases.

v The incidence of meningitis in patients with septicemia born at full term was higher,
reaching 73.1% compared to 26.9% for premature infants of all cases, the duration
of hospitalization in meningitis patients ranged between 1 and 33 days, and the mean
was 11.1 days.

Conclusion:

In general, post-septicemia meningitis in newborns does not constitute a large incidence
when compared with other infections, especially chest infections.

Key words: prevalence, bacterial, meningitis, newborn, sepsis.
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