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Summary

The Phoenicians were distinguished from other peoples by many diverse cultural
characteristics, especially on the economic level. They were smart merchants who managed
their commercial operations with other regions in the best way, which earned them great
international fame. They transformed the eastern coast of the Mediterranean after settling
there following their migration from their original homeland in the Arabian Peninsula. As a
result of its exposure to devastation and destruction due to various circumstances
(earthquakes and volcanoes), it turned into a distinctive civilizational model in various
political, economic, religious, cultural and urban aspects, and with the passage of time and
as a result of a group of interconnected factors (political, natural and human), in addition to
the development of their shipbuilding industry and their innovation of large ships capable of
overcoming the horrors of the sea. They set off throughout the Mediterranean searching for
new locations that would be markets for their trade and centers for obtaining the raw
materials needed for their industries, which led them to reach its northern and southernmost
coasts, whether in Sicily, Sardinia, and Spain, or in North Africa extending from Libya to
Morocco. They began to establish a group of small commercial centers with the aim of
organizing their economic operations with the peoples of those regions, and with the
passage of time these centers began to grow and develop under the encouragement of the
major cities in the motherland (Tyre, Sidon and others) to transform into settlements and
cities that exist in their own right in terms of their political system based on The existence of
constitutional institutions in their external appearance, while in reality they were subject to

the will and interests of the aristocratic classes without the people having any will to




influence them, except in periods of political conflict between the ruling forces, when the

people would then be the voice that would favor one party at the expense of another.

It had its economic activities that were a continuation of what they practiced on the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean, and a combination between their experience transferred from
the motherland (the eastern coast of the Mediterranean) and the experience of the
indigenous people of the new areas, whether in the field of agriculture, as it was one of the
most important foundations of their lives because it provided for their food needs, so they
introduced their tools. Which facilitated agricultural activity and increased the volume of
production, and they benefited from their experience in growing multiple types of agricultural
crops suitable for the conditions of each environment, or in the field of industry, which
formed the backbone of their economic movement, through which they obtained their
commercial goods, agricultural tools, and daily living requirements, so they were creative in
it and showed high craftsmanship. They are unparalleled in the field of trade, through which
they discovered new regions and achieved great profits. They made many sea voyages

from these new regions and achieved great economic benefits.

These settlements also had their own social structure based on the existence of a class
system that differentiated between the residents in terms of the rights, duties, and political

positions that could be held and the formulation of the general policy related to them.

In these settlements, they also continued to practice their religious rituals and sanctify their
gods that they carried with them from their motherland. Through them, they influenced and
influenced the indigenous inhabitants of these areas, which led to the emergence of new

gods and rituals. It seems that their real purpose was more political than religious, with the
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aim of winning the love of the new inhabitants and gaining control. And influence them,

especially since religion has a great impact on people.

Keywords: Phoenicians, the Mediterranean, the western basin of the Mediterranean, purple

pigment, ships, pottery.
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