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Abstract

BACKGROUND: Fulminant hepatic failure is one of the most serious
complications of hepatitis A infection , and it is a condition of hepatic
failure and is associated with a high mortality rate.

OBIJECTIVE: The aim of this study was to review the most important
clinical symptoms and signs in our patients in addition to studying the
prognostic factors that affect overall survival and calculating the case
fatality rate related to the disease in the University Children's Hospital in
Damascus.

MATERIALS AND METHODS: We conducted a retrospective review of
medical records of patients admitted with fulminant hepatic failure
following infection with hepatitis A between 2015-2019. Data were
extracted and represented in tables and figures, then discussed and
compared with international studies.

RESULTS: The study included 46 child diagnosed with fulminant hepatic
failure following infection with hepatitis A, and it showed a male
preponderance (30 cases-65.2%) with a median age of 3 year. The most
important clinical symptoms were jaundice and the accompanying
change in urine color (96%) and neurological symptoms (91%).
Hepatomegaly was the most common clinical sign (83%), while bleeding
was the most serious clinical sign because of possibility of development
of hepatic encephalopathy (Statistically significant). The case fatality rate
was 58.6%, and the most important prognostic factors according to our
study were the male gender, the presence of diarrhea, respiratory
depression, the development of hepatic encephalopathy, in addition to
hypoglycemia and prolongation of PTT.

CONCLUSION: The statistically significant prognostic factors affecting
overall survival are male sex, presence of diarrhea, dyspnea,
development of hepatic encephalopathy, hypoglycemia and
prolongation of PTT.

Key words: Fulminant hepatic failure, hepatitis A, children, prognosis
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