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".... In the Syrian Arab Republic the massive 70% rise in inflows, that reached —

$2 billion, was attributable to growing business opportunities resulting from that
country’s increasing economic openness and improving international relations.
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UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

World Investment Report 2009

Transnational Corporations,
Agricultural Production and Development

Country fact sheet:

Syrian Arab Republic

EMBARGO
The content of this fact sheet, released in
conjunction with WIR09, must not be
quoted, or summarized in the press, radio,
or on television before:

17:00 hrs GMT on 17 September 2009

Foreign direct investment (FDI) overview, selected years
(Millions of dollars and percentages)

as a percentage of gross fixed capital formation
2006 2007

FDI flows 1990-2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 1990-2000 2008
(Annual average) (Annual average)
Syrian Arab Republic
Inward 127 583 659 1242 2116 3.9 9.4 14.2 17.8
Outward 9 61 55 55 57 0.3 0.8 0.6 0.5
Memorandum
Lebanon
Inward 449 2624 2675 2731 3 606 14.1 82.8 74.6 85.2
Outward 48 716 875 848 987 1.5 27.1 23.2 23.3
Turkey
Inward 791 10 031 20 185 22 046 18 198 1.8 17.1 15.6 12.3
Outward 227 1064 924 2 106 2 585 0.5 0.8 1.5 1.7
West Asia
Inward 2718 43 589 67 633 77 609 90 255 2.6 23.3 221 21.8
Outward 363 12 865 23977 48 342 33684 0.4 8.3 13.8 8.1
Asia and Oceania
Inward 76 763 213 999 283 402 332 682 388 709 8.5 11.4 11.0 10.7
Outward 37 529 84 424 144 492 223 130 220 194 4.2 5.8 7.4 6.1
Developing economies
Inward 130 778 329 328 433 764 529 344 620 733 9.9 13.0 13.1 12.8
Outward 52 929 122 707 215 282 285 486 292 710 41 6.5 7.1 6.1
World
Inward 490 196 973 329 1461074 1978 838 1697 353 8.2 13.4 16.0 12.3
Outward 490 009 878 988 1396 916 2 146 522 1857 734 8.2 12.9 17.4 13.5
FDI K as a percentage of gross domestic product
FD stocks 1990 1995 2000 2007 2008 1990 2000 2007 2008
Syrian Arab Republic
Inward 5954 6 495 7279 8221 10 337 53.4 37.0 219 18.9
Outward 4 36 105 510 567 - 0.5 14 1.0
Memorandum
Lebanon
Inward 53 138 4988 20563 24 170 1.9 29.9 83.5 835
Outward 43 281 586 4 464 5451 15 35 18.1 18.8
Turkey
Inward 11189 14 972 19 204 157 649 69 871 5.6 7.2 24.4 9.6
Outward 1157 1425 3668 12 210 13 865 0.6 14 1.9 1.9
West Asia
Inward 53311 193 251 261 331 378 277 362 559 10.2 9.7 23.2 18.0
Outward 11 096 43 660 63 660 106 748 131 985 2.1 2.4 6.8 6.8
Asia and Oceania
Inward 631 314 1631580 2090 680 2 843929 2 583 855 16.1 254 29.3 22.8
Outward 268 929 895 736 1234 629 1771086 1697 259 3.3 14.8 18.6 15.3
Developing economies
Inward 975193 2722292 3363925 4 393 354 4275 982 13.8 251 29.7 24.8
Outward 402 559 1283 694 1731557 2360772 2 356 649 4.1 12.9 16.5 14.0
World
Inward 3237 229 10 050 885 12 404 439 15 660 498 14 909 289 9.1 18.1 28.4 245
Outward 3288 331 10 603 662 12 953 546 16 226 586 16 205 663 8.5 19.2 29.7 26.9

Source: UNCTAD, World Investment Report 2009 ; www.unctad.org/wir or www.unctad.org/fdistatistics
For details, see "definitions and sources" in annex B and annex tables B.1-B.3 in W/R09.



Cross-border merger and acquisition overview, 1990-2008
(Millions of dollars)

Sales(net) Purchases(net)
Region/economy 1990-2000 2006 2007 2008 1990-2000 2006 2007 2008
(Annual average) (Annual average)

Syrian Arab Republic - - - - - - - -
Memorandum

Lebanon 19 5948 - 153 108 7 716 210 - 233

Turkey 78 15 340 16 415 11 628 42 356 767 1313

West Asia 206 22431 22 976 14 677 404 35 307 37 056 20 498

Asia and Oceania 8970 65 130 68 538 64 730 10 488 70714 91 250 89 006

Developing economies 25 860 89 028 96 998 100 862 13 900 114 119 139 677 99 805

World 257 070 635 940 1031 100 673 214 257 070 635 940 1031 100 673 214

Source: UNCTAD, World Investment Report 2009 ; www.unctad.org/wir or www.unctad.org/fdistatistics
For details, see "definitions and sources" in annex B and annex tables B.4 and B.6 in W/R09.
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This fact sheet and additional information on the World Investment Report 2009 and the Report itself can be found at the following URL:
http://www.unctad.org/wir

The sources for all this information are the World Investment Report 2009 and UNCTAD databases on FDI/TNC and cross-border M&As.
These databases can be found at the following URL:

http://www.unctad.org/fdistatistics

The World Investment Report 2009 (WIRQ9) ( Sales No. E.09.11.D.15 , ISBN: 978-92-1-112775-1 ) may be obtained from UN Sales Offices at the below mentioned
addresses or from UN sales agents in many countries. Price: US$ 95.00 (50% discount for residents in Developing countries and 75% discount for residents in Least
developed countries). This includes the book and the CD-ROM. Customers who would like to buy the book or the CD-ROM separately, or obtain quotations for large

guantities, should enquire from the sales offices.

Please send orders or inquiries to: Europe, Africa, Western Asia: United Nations Publication/Sales Section, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, fax: +41 22 917
0027, e-mail: unpubli@un.org; Americas, Eastern Asia: United Nations Publications, Two UN Plaza, DC2-853, New York, N.Y. 10017, U.S.A., telephone: 1 212 963
8302 or 1 800 253 9646, fax: 1 212 963 3489, e-mail: publications@un.org. Internet: http://www.un.org/publications.

For more information, please contact: Masataka Fujita, Officer-in-Charge, Investment Analysis Branch, Division on Investment and Enterprise, UNCTAD, tel: +41 22
917 6217, fax: +41 22 917 0194, or e-mail: masataka.fujita@unctad.org; or Press Office, tel: +41 22 917 5828 / 1646, fax: +41 22 917 0051, or e-mail:

unctadpress@unctad.org
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