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Abstract

Background: The wuse of rituximab for the treatment of immune
thrombocytopenia led to up to 60% response rates making it the main alternative
to splenectomy.

Objective: This study aimed to investigate the role of Rituximab in The treatment
of persistent and chronic immune thrombocytopenia in children.

Materials and Methods: A retropective cohort study was conducted on 30
children from the hematology and oncology department at The Children's
Hospital of Damascus University between 01/01/2020 and 31/12/2023.

Results: There were 18 females (60%) and 12 males (40%) with mean age 8.1+3
years. There were 23 patiens (76.7%) with chronic ITP and 7 patients (23.3%)
with persistent ITP. After 1 week OR was 90% and CR was 70%. After 1 month
OR was 76.7% and CR was 60%. After 6 months OR was 70% and CR was
56.7%. After 12 months OR was 53.4% and CR was 46.7%. After 24 months OR
was 46.7% and CR was 43.3%. After 36 months OR was 40% and CR was 36.7%.
After 48 months OR was 30% and CR was 30%. Relapse rate was 46.7% and
mean free-relapse 23.7£18 months.

Early and initial response was related to age older than 8 years (OR 20) and lon
term response was related to females (OR 15)

Conclusion: Rituximab had high early and long term response rate in children
with ITP in particular female older than 8 years old.

Key words: Chronic ITP, Persistent ITP, Pediatrics, Rituximab.



Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of High Education
Damascus University

Faculty of Medicine

Department of Pediatrics

The Role of Rituximab in The Treatment of
Persistent and Chronic Immune Thrombocytopenia
in Children.

A Dissertation Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Specialized Higher Studies Certificate in
Pediatrics

By: dr. Walaa Muhammad Hosho

Supervisor Head Department
PhD. M.D. Othman Hamdan PhD. M.D. Samir Bakle
Faculty of Medicine Faculty of Medicine
Damascus University Damascus University

Damascus 2024-2025



