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-Abstract :

The Kingdom of Mari was established on the right bank of the Euphrates River, and
benefited from its location in tracking the movement of trade on the Euphrates River,
which was linked to it by a canal, which had a great role in its economic development
in all commercial, industrial and agricultural aspects. The reign of Zimri-Lim
represented the peak period of the power and prosperity of this kingdom. Where he
was able to impose himself as one of the most powerful kings of Mesopotamia and
Syria during his reign, which extended from 1782 to 1759 BC, Zimri-Lim tried to
show the extent of the luxury in which he lived through the wealth he possessed of
precious metal utensils and other things. Zimri-Lim worked to develop the
manufacture of these utensils by providing the necessary raw materials that the

Kingdom of Mari and other kingdoms of the ancient Near East lacked at that time,

seeking to obtain These utensils contain a manufacturer from the country of origin.

Crete, Yamhad, and Carchemish represented one of the sources of these manufactured
utensils, especially the Cretan ones, which Zimri Lim sought to obtain because these
utensils have elaborate production characteristics and an aesthetic appearance that
gives the utensils prestige during their display at the king’s tables. The king directly
supervised the manufacture of these utensils and subjected their production and use.
Storing them under strict control required creating a large number of numbers for the
inventory of these vessels.

He entrusted it to its supervisors and placed it under their supervision, and the king
sought to have an integrated team of butlers whom he placed directly under his
service.

When the Babylonian Hammurabi conquered Mari, he seized these precious metal
vessels. Fortunately, he left the numbers on his inventory as a witness to the extent of
the attention these vessels received from King Zimri-Lim. Had this number not
remained, the king’s wealth of vessels would have remained mysterious and unknown.
Keywords: Kingdom of Mari - King Zimri-Lim - precious metal utensils - king's table

- clay figures
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