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2010 | 51.97%

2016 NN 22.49%
2017 I 19.54%
2018 NN 15.32%
2019 N 17.76%
2020 I 19.09%
2021 I 22.36%
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Abstract

Fiscal policies pertain to a set of government strategies for revenue collection and
expenditure. They play a crucial role in determining both level and pattern of economic
activities and significantly affect growth opportunities and income distribution. The
means of mobilizing public resources and the extent of this mobilization affect the
income of various sectors within society as well as the government's ability to spend.
This research examines the current state of the Syrian tax system, analyzing it and
comparing it to the French and Egyptian tax systems. This thesis consists of three main
chapters. The first chapter presents the theoretical framework through three sections
(taxes and their types, the effects of taxes, and the foundations of the tax system). The
second chapter explores the reality and evolution of the Syrian tax system, while the
third chapter includes a comparison between the studied tax systems in terms of
structure and outcomes, with the aim of arriving at a set of proposals that could facilitate
steps toward the development and reform of the Syrian tax system.

The study concluded that the tax system in Syria suffers from complexity, numerous
exemptions, and a low tax burden, which consequently leads to a high budget deficit and
alarge public debt. This has resulted in uncovered monetary issues that increase inflation
rates, exacerbated by the war, a significant depreciation of the Syrian pound, decreased
purchasing power, increased production costs, and the outflow of significant capital
abroad. All these factors have collectively resulted in a decline in tax revenue, prompting
the government to address this issue by relying on indirect taxes and fees. Furthermore,
the Syrian tax system has not developed significantly, as most amendments made to it
have been non-essential.

When compared to the French tax system, it became clear that, despite the theoretical
similarities in some types of taxes, there are substantial differences in others.

Additionally, the efficiency of tax collection in France is higher, even though the tax rates
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there are also higher. Thus, the first hypothesis was confirmed: after more than seven
decades of implementing the tax system in Syria, which initially adopted the French
model, both systems have taken different paths, resulting in divergent outcomes.

When comparing it to the Egyptian tax system, clear and significant differences emerged
between the Syrian and Egyptian tax systems. Although there are considerable
similarities between the French and Egyptian tax systems, the amendments to the
Egyptian system were delayed, leading to varied outcomes between them, thus rejecting
the second hypothesis: both the Syrian and Egyptian tax systems adopted amendments
made to the French tax system, but the shortcomings stem from the method of

application.




