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Summary:

The subject of this thesis revolves around formal
structuralism in its Western origins, and how to receive
contemporary Arab criticism of it in terms of theory and
application in both The Arab East and the Arab West.
Therefore, we divided the thesis into an introductory

part, and two main parts, the first of which is related to the
theorizing of structuralism in its Western version in terms
of its origin, the cognitive assets that paved the way for it,
and its manifestations in the various human sciences, in
addition to a detailed theoretical guide to formal
structuralism in literary criticism as suggested by its
founders and flags. As for the second applied part, it falls
under the section on criticism of criticism, as it is divided
into three chapters that provide a critical reading of Arab
critical literature that theorized and applied to
structuralism in order to draw a transparent picture of the
reality of Arab formal structural criticism. These chapters
can be reviewed as follows:

The first chapter is concerned with reading three Arab
critical books that theorize on structuralism, which are:
“The Theory of Structuralism in Literary Criticism” by
Salah Fadl, “The Problem of Structure or Lights on
Structuralism” by Zakaria Ibrahim, and “The Case for
Structuralism - Study and Models” by Abd al-Salam al-
Masadi.

While the second chapter is concerned with reading

three critical books that applied formal structuralism in the
Arab Eest, they are:

The Dialectic of Invisibility and Transfiguration - A"



YA

Structural Study in Poetry" by Kamal Abu Deeb,
"Narrative Techniques in the Light of the Structural
Method" by Youmna Al-Eid, and "Old Arabic Prose - A
Research on Narrative Structure” by Abdullah Ibrahim.
The third chapter presents a critical reading of three
critical works that applied formal structuralism in the Arab
West, they are

Analysis of the Narrative Discourse: Time - Narration "

- Focusing” by Saeed Yagqtin, "An Introduction to Story
Theory, Analysis and Application™ by Samir Al-Marzouki
and Jamil Shaker, and "The Structure of Poetic Discourse
- An Anatomical Study of the poem Ashjan Yamaniya" by
Abdul Malik Murtad.

This critical reading, which stopped at nine critics from
the East and West of the Arab world, sought to identify the
features of Arab formal structural criticism, monitor its
spread, how to receive and apply it, and test its feasibility
and success in reading Arabic literary texts.
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