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Research Summary

Since economic protectionism has existed since the ancient civilizations before Christ, and its
importance represents a subject of continuous global controversy, the claim that says : “that the
economic market is able to organize itself without the interference of direct government
policies” has not yet been resolved, therefore, this research deals with the study of changes in
the Syrian economy under Applying the policy of economic protectionism, since independence
from the French occupation (1946) until (2020), with the aim of researching the validity of the
hypothesis that says : “It is not possible to achieve balanced development based on free market
mechanisms only, without the state’s intervention in directing economic activity” ,From the
results of the research confirming the validity of this hypothesis, it also shed light on some facts
that supported the hypothesis that says :“The policy of economic protectionism applied in Syria
before the crisis did not reflect a clear development in economic development.” Despite the
continuous change and modification in the methods of application the protectionist policy
during the period of more than seventy years, and despite its contribution to achieving relative
stability in the standard of living of citizens, it did not achieve the required economic
development.

The research concludes: "The policy of economic protectionism currently in force in Syria is
not commensurate with the requirements of the next stage of reconstruction and development.”
However, it is currently difficult to completely abandon the application of this protectionism,
because this will leave negative effects on the economy, and therefore the choice is the best
thing now is to move towards rationalizing the application of economic protectionism, with the
main goal being to increase production as a basis for economic growth.

Despite all the damage, sabotage and disruption that Syria has been subjected to in all fields, it
is still capable of advancing according to a comprehensive development plan that relies on good
planning and strong will, to draw a realistic and rational future vision that stems from the most
urgent needs, and depends on the local capabilities Utilizing them optimally to achieve

comprehensive development for all aspects of life.
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