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Abstract

Habits of the mind and their relationship to high-ranking thinking among a

sample of Damascus University students

Habits of the mind and high-ranking thinking are one of the most important
ways to develop knowledge among students. Habits of the mind express the
behaviors and smart performances of the student, which arise from attitudes,
values, and skills that form from his experiences and the situations he is
exposed to, as well as high-ranking thinking that includes a set of higher
cognitive skills. Which are integrated to produce a high cognitive activity in
light of the available experience and the level of education. The research is
concerned with studying the habits of mind and high-ranking thinking among a
sample of Damascus University students.

The research problem is to answer the following question: What is the nature of
the correlation between the habits of mind and high-ranking thinking among a
sample of Damascus University students? The current research aims to identify
the level of mind habits and the level of high-ranking thinking among the
research sample and to identify the relationship between the habits of mind and
high-ranking thinking among the research sample, and the detection of the
differences between the average scores of the research sample members on the
scales of mind habits and their dimensions and high-ranking thinking according
to the variables (gender, school year, academic specialization). students. And
the importance of the sample covered by the research, who are university

students in the first and third year, as they represent the main pillar from which



the society of tomorrow is formed. The research questions and hypotheses were
answered, and the results indicated that:

-The level of mind habits of the research sample came at an average level.

-The high-ranking level of thinking in the research sample came at an average
level.

- There is a positive, statistically significant correlation between the total score
of the mind habits scale and its dimensions and high-ranking thinking among
the research sample members.

- There are no statistically significant differences between the average scores of
the research sample individuals on the total score of the Habits of Mind scale
according to the gender variable, while there are statistically significant
differences in the habit of taking responsible risks

- There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
research sample members on the total score of the Habits of Mind scale and its
dimensions depending on the academic specialization variable.

- There are no statistically significant differences between the average scores of
the research sample members on the total score of the mind habits scale, while
the results showed that there are differences in the dimensions of mind habits
according to the school year variable.

- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the research sample members on the total score of the high-ranking thinking
scale according to the gender variable.

- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the research sample members on the total score of the high-ranking thinking

scale according to the academic specialization variable.



- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the research sample members on the total score of the high-ranking thinking
scale according to the academic year variable.

The research relied on the descriptive approach, and the original community of
the research is represented by the students of Damascus University in the first
and third year of the theoretical and applied faculties, whose number is (65069),
by referring to the statistics of student affairs in the faculties of Damascus
University for the academic year (2018-2019). The research sample consists of
students First year and third year students at Damascus University, departments
(psychology, Arabic language, civil engineering, biology) and the number of
members of the approved sample in the current study was (939) male and
female students (10% in some faculties and 30% in other faculties) of the
original community size.

The sample was chosen by stratified random method, and the following tools
were used in the research: The Habits of Mind Scale prepared by Muhammad
Ibrahim Hussein (2012) and consists of eight dimensions, and the High-ranking
Thinking Scale prepared by the researcher and consists of (30) items.

The research tools were applied in the phase extending from 5/4/2019 to

7/5/2019.
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