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Launch Dates of Major gy Sx Degrees.com
Social Network Sites
’98
— LiveJournal
AsianAvenue —,
99 —— BlackPlanet
LunarStorm (SNS relaunch) s
00
— MiGente
(SixDegrees ClOSes)
L]
01 — Cyworld
Ryze —
Fotolog = ,
02— Friendster
Skyblog —
LinkedIn —, e —— Couchsurfing
Tribe.net, Open BC/Xing —| ~ [ MySPace
Orkut, Dogster — — Hi5
Multiply, aSmallWorld — —— Flickr, Piczo, Mixi, Facebook (Harvard-only)
'0 —— Dodgeball, Care2 (sNs relaunch)
Catster — 4
— Hyves
c Yahlgo! ?60 ] — YouTube, Xanga (SNS relaunch)
yworld (China) — ’(05 — Bebo (SNS relaunch)
Ning —| —— Facebook (high school networks)
ing — AsianAvenue, BlackPlanet (relaunch)
QQ (retaunch) —— — Facebook (corporate networks)
Windows Live Spaces —— ’06/— Cyworld (u.s,)
Twitter ——
= MyChurch, Facebook (everyone)
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Abstract

The study included the subject-matter of the Academic Social Networks along with
their charcterustics, and Its importance for reseachers and science communications,
As well as analyzing the behavior of the the Syrian researchers while using it, and
the behavior of searching for information . Besides, how to benefit from this
behavior in the process of improving the scientific research among The Syrian

reseachers.

The Study also included the comparison between three main Academic Social
Networks which are, ResearchGate , Academia.edu and Mendeley ; through
analyzing their elements and the improving of the services they provide along . The
Study also aimed at analyzing the behavior of the Syrian Reseachers according to
several elements and trying to come up with results and indications for the sake of
evalution. In addition, trying to improve and support the strong points in both the
useage behavior of seeking for the information owned by them. Also, defining the
characteristics of the Academic Social Networks and its importance for Syrian
Resachers, as well as knowing the role of both the academic and scientific initiatives,

espeaally the positive one.

The Reseach used in this study, the desecriptive and analytical method, while the
surivey was used as the main tool for the study; the dependence has been drawn
upon the random symbol in choosing the symol of the reseaech which was pulled
from the Syrian Resachers using the Academic social Networks that amouuted 300

USErs.

The Study came up with many results, the most important ones of which are; the
weak partiapation of the Syrian Researchers in the academic and scientific
initiatives whithin the Social Networks. The most popular Academic Social
Networks for the reseachers of the is Academaia.edu; and the most good-quality
networks in terms of its services is ReseachGate. The most used seach languge is
English, and the greatest obstacle of the Reseache Behavio is that the obsance

information sources.

242



Ministry of Higher Education
Damascus Unversity
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Libraries and Information

An Analysis of the Syrian Research's Behavior
towards Academic Social Networks

(Analytical Descriptive Study)

A Dissertation Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for

the Master Degree in Information Storage and Reftrieval Systems

By:
Mahmoud Melhem

Supervised by

Dr. Kais Saleh

2017

243



