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The Effect of using Brainstorming Sessions in Rationalizing The
Professional Judgment of Auditors To Narrow The Audit Expectations
Gap- An analytical study

Preparation by Supervised by
Zein Alaabedin Abdulhamid Prof. Hussain Dahdouh

Abstract

This study aimed to test the effect of wusing brainstorming sessions in
rationalizing auditors' professional judgment related to (assessing the adequacy and
effectiveness of the internal control system, evaluating accounting estimate
balances, implementing analytical procedures, evaluating the adequacy and validity
of evidence, evaluating the entity's ability to continue, relative importance limits,
evaluating the risks of material misstatements) to narrow the audit expectations gap.
It is an analytical study that relied on the descriptive analytical approach by using a
number of statistical methods represented by the scale (Hurrt, 2010) and the Baron
and Kenny method (Baron and Kenny, 1986)) and simple linear regression to test
the effect between variables and determine the causal relationship between them.
The study community was represented by auditors working in auditing firms
accredited to audit the accounts of entities subject to the supervision of the Syrian
Securities and Markets Commission for the year 2024, which numbered seven
companies. As for the study sample, it was represented by two companies, one of
which has a foreign partner (an international auditing firm), and data for the years
(2023-2022-2021) were analyzed with a total of (24) audit operations during the
study period (four annual audit operations for each auditing firm).

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which are: the
existence of a significant relationship for the use of brainstorming sessions by the
audit team during the stages of the audit process, with the various creative ideas it
produces that contribute to rationalizing the auditor's professional judgment through
a more accurate assessment of the adequacy and effectiveness of the internal control
system, evaluating the objectivity and integrity of the accounting estimates balances
for the financial statement items, implementing a combination of analytical
procedures during the audit process, evaluating the adequacy and validity of the
necessary and sufficient evidence from various sources to issue a judgment, and
evaluating the facility's ability to continue in light of the surrounding circumstances,
in addition to auditing items of relative quantitative and qualitative importance for
the financial statement items that concern the auditor and beneficiaries, in addition
to evaluating the risks of material misstatements that may be contained in the
financial statement items resulting from error or fraud, thus narrowing the audit
expectations gap to the maximum extent possible.

Keywords: (Brainstorming sessions - rationalizing professional judgment - audit
expectations gap - auditor - auditing)
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