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Summary

Introduction to the Study: The teacher is one of the most important dimensions of
educational advancement. Educators continually strive to improve the quality of
teacher performance, as they are a key player in the educational process. They are
responsible for achieving educational goals, utilizing all their skills and competencies
to deliver the message of knowledge to students. Therefore, teachers must be well-
qualified to develop students' thinking skills. This requires the student teacher to
possess a set of creative teaching skills that help them deliver their lessons in a
creative manner that stimulates students' thinking.

Study Problem: The study problem is determined by answering the following
guestion: What is the effectiveness of training classroom teacher students to use habits
of mind to develop their creative teaching skills and their opinions about it? Through
the researcher's work in the field of education and his teaching of practical education,
it became clear that the majority of student teachers do not adopt modern educational
theories in teaching, nor do they employ teaching strategies that provide an
environment that opens students' minds and trains them to acquire new habits of
thinking. Through interviews conducted by the researcher with a number of
educational supervisors, it was revealed that teachers are weak in practicing creative
teaching skills. A survey conducted by the researcher on student teachers revealed
their weak possession of creative teaching skills.

Study objective: To determine the effectiveness of training student teachers in using
habits of mind to develop their creative teaching skills and their opinions about it.

To achieve the study objective, the researcher formulated the following questions and
hypotheses at a significance level of 0.05:

» What habits of mind do student teachers possess?

» What is the effectiveness of training in using habits of mind in developing creative
teaching skills among student teachers? This question leads to the following sub-
questions:

1. What is the effectiveness of training in using habits of mind in developing the skill

of fluency among student teachers?
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2. What is the effectiveness of training on using Habits of Mind in developing the skill

of flexibility among classroom teacher students?

3. What is the effectiveness of training on using Habits of Mind in developing the skill
of originality among classroom teacher students?

4. What is the effectiveness of training on using Habits of Mind in developing the skill
of sensitivity to problems among classroom teacher students?

5. What is the effectiveness of training on using Habits of Mind in developing the skill
of elaboration among classroom teacher students?

* What are the opinions of classroom teacher students regarding training on using
Habits of Mind in developing their creative teaching skills?

After using the program, the following hypotheses were confirmed at a significance
level of 0.05:

Hypothesis 1: There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores
of the experimental group in the pre- and post-tests on the Habits of Mind scale.
Hypothesis 2: There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores
of the experimental group in the pre- and post-tests of the observation card on creative
teaching skills.

The following sub-hypotheses branch out from this:

» There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the observation card in the
creative teaching skill (fluency).

» There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the observation card in the
creative teaching skill (flexibility).

» There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the observation card in the
creative teaching skill (originality).

* There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the observation card in the

creative teaching skill (sensitivity to problems).
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» There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the

experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the observation card in the
creative teaching skill (elaboration).
Hypothesis Three: There is no statistically significant difference between the average
scores of the experimental group in the pre- and post-applications of the cognitive test
In creative teaching skills.
Hypothesis Four: There is no statistically significant difference between the mean
scores of the experimental group in the pre-test and post-test of the cognitive test in
creative teaching skills.
Study Methodology and Tools:
The researcher used a quasi-experimental approach to apply his research tools, as it is
consistent with the nature and objectives of the study. He designed the following
tools:

e A training program based on the use of habits of mind.

e A Habits of Mind Scale.

e An cognitive test in creative teaching skills.

e An observation card for the classroom teacher's students’ performance in

creative teaching.

e A scale of opinions about the Habits of Mind program.
Study population and sample:
The original population of the research consists of all classroom teacher students at
Damascus University (2022/2023), numbering (399) male and female students,
according to statistics from the Faculty of Education at Damascus University. The
study sample was selected from the fourth-year classroom teacher student students at
the Faculty of Education at Damascus University. The random cluster sampling
method was used. Group (4), numbering (8) female students, and Group (12),
numbering (9) students, were selected, including (8) female students and (1) male
student. One student was excluded from Group (12) due to her absence during the
training process. (2) female students from outside the group joined the group, thus the
research sample included (18) male and female students from the classroom teacher

students.
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Study Results: The study concluded with several results, the most important of which

are:
» The training program using Habits of Mind was highly effective in developing
students in the experimental group with creative teaching skills.

» The training program achieved a retention rate of (98.91%) in the experimental
group's creative teaching skills.

* There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of students
in the experimental group on the pre- and direct post-tests of the Habits of Mind scale,
in favor of the direct post-test.

* There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of students
in the experimental group on the pre- and direct post-tests of the Creative Teaching
Skills Observation Card, in favor of the direct post-test.

» There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of students
in the experimental group on the pre- and direct post-tests of the Creative Teaching
Skills Observation Card in its dimensions (fluency, flexibility, originality, sensitivity
to problems, and elaboration), in favor of the direct post-test, with the highest scores
in fluency and the lowest in elaboration. * There is a statistically significant difference
between the mean scores of the experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests
of the creative teaching skills cognitive test, in favor of the direct post-test.

» There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the creative
teaching skills cognitive test.

* Students' responses to the questionnaire regarding the training program indicated
that their opinions were positive.

In light of the previous results, a set of conclusions and recommendations were made,
including:

* Developing teacher preparation programs at universities based on the Habits of Mind
program to develop creative teaching skills among students.

* Training supervisors on methods for developing creative teaching skills among first-

cycle teachers.
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» The necessity of developing Habits of Mind among students, and developing their

thinking skills in general, and creative thinking skills in particular, by increasing their
inclusion in the curriculum.

* Conducting a study to investigate the effectiveness of programs based on Habits of
Mind in developing other teaching skills among teachers.

* Conducting a study to investigate the degree to which teachers use creative teaching
skills in classrooms and at various educational levels.

* Conducting a similar study that addresses the effectiveness of using creative

teaching skills in developing students’ achievement and different thinking patterns.
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Abstract

The study aimed to measure the effectiveness of training classroom teacher
students to use Habits of Mind to develop their creative teaching skills and their
opinions about it. A quasi-experimental approach was used, and the study sample
included (18) male and female students from the Faculty of Education, Damascus
University. The study tools were: the experimental program, the Habits of Mind scale,
an cognitive test on creative teaching skills, a creative teaching skills observation card,
and a questionnaire assessing opinions about the training program. These tools were
applied to all sample members during the 2022-2023 academic semester.

The study reached the following results: There was a statistically significant
difference between the students' average scores in the pre- and post-tests on the Habits
of Mind scale, in favor of the post-test. There was a statistically significant difference
between the students' average scores in the pre- and post-tests on the cognitive test in
creative teaching skills, in favor of the post-test. There was a statistically significant
difference between the students' average scores in the pre- and post-tests on the
observation card in creative teaching skills, in favor of the post-test. There is no a
statistically significant difference between the students' average scores in the pre- and
post-tests on the cognitive test in creative teaching skills, Students' responses to the
questionnaire regarding their opinions about the training program demonstrated
positive results and opinions. The researcher found that the training program, using
Habits of Mind, was highly effective in developing creative teaching skills in the
experimental group and contributed to their retention.

Keywords: Training program, Habits of Mind, Creative Teaching Skills.
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