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Abstract

Abstract

A Proposed Prototype for Developing Higher Studies System at
Damascus University in the Light of the Experiences of Some
Countries

The problem of the study:
The problem of the study is to answer the following question:

What is the proposed prototypefor developing the postgraduate system at
the University of Damascus in light of the experiences of some countries?

Objectives of the study:

- To recognize the postgraduate system at the University of Damascus in
the following fields: (admission policies and mechanisms, objectives of
graduate programs, curriculum and contents, teaching and learning
strategies, academic supervision, economic, social, administrative and
research services and facilities, and evaluation methods).

- To recognize the postgraduate system at Damascus University from the
point of view of the faculty members.

- To recognize the reality ofpostgraduate system at Damascus University
from the point of view of postgraduate students.

To recognize the postgraduate system at Damascus University from the
point of view of the administrators (deans, deputy deans, heads of
departments).

- to recognize the differences between the views of the study sample
regarding the status of the postgraduate system according to the following
variables: (gender, college, educational level, scientific rank, years of
experience).

- To recognize the experiences of some countries in the development of
the postgraduate system.

- Presenting a proposed prototype for the development of the
postgraduate system at the University of Damascus in light of the
experiences of some countries.

Study Questions and Hypotheses:

-What is the status of the postgraduate system at Damascus University
from the point of view of the faculty membersat Damascus university?
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-What is the status of the postgraduate system at Damascus University
from the point of view of postgraduate students at Damascus university?

-What is the status of the postgraduate system at Damascus University
from the point of view of the administrators (deans, deputy deans, heads
of departments) at the university? (the closed interview).

-What is the status of the postgraduate system at Damascus University
from the point of view of the administrators (deans, deputy deans, heads
of departments) at the university? (the open interview).

-what is the proposed prototype for the development of the postgraduate
system at the University of Damascus in light of the experiences of some
countries?

The present study also seeks to verify the validity of the following
hypotheses:

The first hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at the
level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of faculty
members on the status of the postgraduate system at the University of
Damascus attributed to gender variable.

The second hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
faculty members on the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed to college variable.

The third hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
faculty members on the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed to scientific rankvariable.

The fourth hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
faculty members on the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed to years of experience variable.

The fifth hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
postgraduate studentson the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed to gender variable.

The sixth hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
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postgraduate studentson the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed to college variable.

The seventh hypothesis: There are differences of statistical significance at
the level of significance 0.05 between the averages of responses of
postgraduate students on the status of the postgraduate system at the
University of Damascus attributed toeducational level variable.

Study variables:
The study includes the following variables:

1 - Independent variables: (gender, college, scientific rank, years of
experience).

2 - dependent variables: the system of postgraduate studies at the
University of Damascus.

Methodology and tools:

The analytical descriptive approach was used with its comparative
analytical style. The G.Bereday method was used to study and compare
the experiences of countries in the field of graduate studies in Russia,
Germany, USA and Egypt.

Study tools:

-A questionnaire consisting of several axes to identify the status of the
postgraduate system for faculty members at Damascus University.

-A questionnaire consisting of several axes to identify the status of the
postgraduate system for postgraduate students at Damascus University.

-Interview card (closed, open) with administrators at the University of
Damascus, including deans, deputy deans, and heads of departments.

Study society:

The society consists of all the faculty members of the University of
Damascus, consisting of (1654) member, all of the students in the
Master's degree program (qualification and specialization, academic) and
the PhD degree consisting of (13240) student, and all the administrators
at the colleges including deans, deputy deans, and heads of departments
and their number is (219).

The study sample:
To achieve the objectives of the study, a random sample from the original
community was chosen as follows:
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- (200) of the faculty members who are (12%) of the original society of
the study.

- (800) male and female students of higher studies who are (6.04%) of the
original society of the study.

- (113) of the administrators (deans, deputy deans, heads of departments),
I.e. (15.60%) of the original society of the study.

Study results:

The status of higher studies system in the University of Damascus from
the point of view of the teaching staff members at the university is weak
and average (2.02) and standard deviation (1.64).

The status of higher studies system in the University of Damascus from
the point of view of the students of higher studies at the university was
average, with a mean average of (3.36) and a standard deviation of (1.48).

The status of higher studies system in the University of Damascus from
the point of view of the administrators (deans, deputies, heads of
departments) at the university (closed interview), between (14.16) and
(99.12).

The status of higher studies system in the University of Damascus from
the point of view of the administrators (deans, deputies, heads of
departments) at the university (open interview), called for fundamental
changes in the higher studies stage up to the quality.

There is no significant statistical significance at the significance level of
0.05 among the average responses of the faculty members on the status of
the higher studies system in the university related to the gender variable.

There is no significant statistical significance at the significance level of
0.05 among the average responses of the faculty members on the status of
the higher studies system in the university related to the college variable.

There is significant statistical significance at the significance level of 0.05
among the average responses of the faculty members on the status of the
higher studies system in the university related to the scientific rank
variable in favor of the rank of professor.

There is significant statistical significance at the significance level of 0.05
among the average responses of the faculty members on the status of the
higher studies system in the university related to the years of experience
variable in favor of 10 years and more.
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There is significant statistical significance at the significance level of 0.05
among the average responses of the postgraduate students on the status of
the higher studies system in the university related to the gender variable,
in favor of males.

There is no significant statistical significance at the significance level of
0.05 among the average responses of the postgraduate students on the
status of the higher studies system in the university related to the college
variable.

There is significant statistical significance at the significance level of 0.05
among the average responses of the postgraduate students on the status of
the higher studies system in the university related to the educational level
variable, in favor of PhD students.
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