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abstract:
Objective:

Nasal carriage of Staphylococcus aureus is one of the most important
risk factors for nosocomial infection. Although there are numerous
studies concerning frequency among medical staff, studies dealing
specifically with medical students are less common. We aimed to
investigate frequency among medical students and to compare the
rates of clinical students (CS), comprising interns and stagers, with
those of preclinical students (PS).

Materials and Methods:

This study was performed at Damascus University Medical School. All
students were invited to participate into the study. Nasal swab samples
were taken anterior nares from 400 medical students (PS=100, CS=300).
The samples were inoculated into the blood agar medium, and
incubated at 37 C for 24 hours then we occur coagulase and catalase
tests. The obtained data were analyzed statistically by SPSS program
copy (25). Chi-square test was used for qualitative variables

Results:

400 students were agreed to participate in the study . While NCSa
frequency within the PS group was (32%), that within the CS group was
(53%) x2=12.845, p < 0.001.

Conclusion:

As a result, the frequency in the CS group (53%) was found to be about
2 times higher than that in the PS group (32%). We recommend that
clinical students should be expected to observe infection-control
precautions
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