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Abstract

This study was carried out in a private farm using (40) Awassi
lambs aged (3) month with average weight of (24.6) kg in the
beginning of the experiment. The lambs were selected post-weaning
and randomly divided into (4) groups. All lambs were subjected to
similar environmental and nutritional conditions and a health program

regarding preventive & curative vaccination was employed.

The lambs, were placed in a closed barn that was divided into
(8) sections separated by a metal fence, and all were fed an uniform
concentrate ration. However, in terms of forage fed, the lambs were

divided into 4 groups and fed as follows :

Group 1 (control ) (G1) : straw / Group 2 (G2) : 100%
Egyptian clover [ Group 3 (G3): 50% Egyptian clover + 50% lItalian

ryegrass [ Group 4 (G4) : %100 ltalian ryegrass.

Results showed a clear effect on the average final live weight
when a mixed forage was given (p<0.05) as G3 was superior ( 54.8
+ (.52 ) when compared to G2 ( 53.0 £ 0.58 ), G4 ( 51.1 £ 0.49 )

and G1 ( 50.9 + 0.44 ) kg. However, differences between G1 & G4



didn't reach the level of significance. Moreover the average total
weight gain ( 30.8 = 0.21 ) kg and the daily weight gain (256.8)

g/day was best for G3 compared to all other groups.

The average consumption of feed concentrate for G3 was the
highest compared to other groups (p<0.05), however, no significant
differences were observed when the rest of the groups were

compared together.

In terms of average feed conversion factor, G2 ( 4.99 kg feed
|/ kg weight gain ) and G3 (4.93) were superior (p <0.05 ) to G1
(5-49 ), however, no significant differences were observed when G4
& G1 were compared together. Finally G2 & G3 were superior to G1
regarding the average crude protein needed for the production of 1kg

of live weight (p<0.05 ).

Key words : Lambs — Awassi — Egyptian clover - Italian ryegrass —

Fattening— Green fodder.
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