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Abstract

Tomato paste industry has a special importance in the agricultural
sector as it considered one of the major productive activities in
conservation industry of agricultural products that connect the agricultural
and industrial sectors in order to support the farmers and consumer and the
work owner. There are 1836 food factories, in 2009 According to production
capacity, 672 small factory,1107 middle factory ,51 Large factory .

Tomato paste produced by both public and private sectors, as there
were 5 factories for public sector in different governorates produce.about
1806 tons annually, and there were 13 factories for private sector
(established on the decree no. 10) and they produced 37958 tons annually.
However the total production of manufactured tomato was 240 thousand
tons in 2008. The study mainly aimed to investigate the economics of the
production of tomato paste in Damascus countryside factories and study
the changes occurred to some nutrient elements during the processing and
in order to achieve that two questionnaires were developed, the first one
for the detailed data of production cost and benefits and the second for the
costumer to define the preferenceof costumers.

The study resulted that the mean cost of production of a ton of
tomato paste in the seven studies factories was 28190.11 S.P. and the
highest cost was in seventh factory with cost of 51520.35 and the lowest
cost was in the second factory (22466.78 S.P.). the mean purchase tomato
about 4.03 s.p. for 1 kg of tomato and the highest cost in seventh factory
and lowest in the first and second factories. The mean profit for one ton of
tomato paste was 16809.89 s.p. and the lowest benefit was in the fifth
factory (18200 s.p.) and the seventh factory was loser with 6520.35 s.p.
for a ton tomato paste.
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For other economical indicators the lowest point of BEP (break
event point) for the Fifth factory (8676171S.P) and the highest point at the
seventh factory (25078709.78 S.P). Economic Efficiency of the working
individual in the seventh factory (3.27) and the highest efficiency in the
second factory (13.17 %), with the highest total Economic Efficiency in
the second factory (144.7%).

Randomized samples were collected from the production of the
studied factory from the market and studied for the changes occurred to
tomato contents especially vitamin C and lycopin in addition to microbial
load and their effect on processing and storage of tomato paste and the
competition between the factories. The products of all factories were at the
Syrian standards organization. The study showed that the local customers
preferred the locally produced tomato paste than the imported one, and it
showed a tendency toward consuming the manufactured paste in big cities.

The study ended with some recommendations:

1- to cultivate the tomato varieties suitable for processing and to provide
the factory with sufficient quantity.

2- To make direct contract between the farmers and the factory to lower
the production cost.

3- Emphasis of heating treatment of the tomato paste to reduce the
enzymatic activities on bioactive substances.

121



