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Clinical manifestations

= |
Respiratory distress L
Cyanosis

Chest pain

Left-sided tension pneumothorax.
Lung collapsed, mediastinum and
trachea deviated to site side,
diaphragm depressed, intercostal

: spaces widened
Therapeutic maneuvers

Large-bore needle inserted for
emergency relief of intrathoracic
pressure. Finger cot flutter valve,
Heimlich valve, or underwater
seal should be anached

Incision in 5th interspace with
introduction of thoracostomy
tube attached to underwater-
seal suction

To underwater seal i

Inspiration

Air enters pleural cavity through lung
wound or ruptured bleb (or occasionally
via penetrating chest wound) with valvelike
opening. Ipsilateral lung collapses, and
mediastinum shifts to opposite side,
compressing contralateral lung and
impairing its ventilating capacity
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