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P P value

ROC Receiver Operating Characteristic

ES Elastography Score
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ARFI Acoustic Radiation Force Impulse
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to-and-fro | Moving back and forth between two positions
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PPV Positive Predictive Value
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TIRADS Thyroid Imaging Reporting and Data System
BIRADS Breast Imaging Reporting and Data System
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a3y Lakalll Seall Aalical yill il dfgeall (350 zsaY L Aigpall yguai dad (gyad
cmpall il A e dayllg ¢ Jligally ygeailly Blaailly gl
dfall) dua Al

Ay Jalie] Lgaiall Apdalll o) s 8 Adliae Al Aggeall (358 7 15aV L Aigpall el iy

Al danig Aig pall A )2 sy Glldg A3l el nY!

klly Jsall

.Prospective study duliise dul)s &) avaal

s e ) (3 poaalad) Bludsall hdies coaslad) sl adal pmalia) ) tAdal) Chiag

S s a5 (Bhany rala) Blulsall adiag aalad) ) add Cpealyal) cnyall QLS sulaa
ity Al dhe el LS5 Gumaball ampall LY il diall 3 Bl 25550 Jlinl o (e
sl Clasase alaiialy odayall oyl y)lis agils Aelies Lo ledl) ClelaY s aLal agiail e

Sl pastall S5 Aejal lpnad Aupall b aglliid) & cpdll aapall O L mpal) ppiil) Clagasas
) ol i e L

Gl aalia sl (cdasally ¢opiglaia il (pdapally (A dale Allas pa (e (oidapel) faleield) sulaa

odalll saall e dale JAIS ol dalys Al dgag Ae Al lsaady Al cpdlly ccilelaiia)

Balad Aldlge agasen (oinpall Jhely chaalall Galae U (e Auhall JsSsis o Batlsall ad liball gas
lasan abyisest 03 mige 47 e 2023/02/25 52022/03/1 G Axdlsh) saall b Gyl Cupal L5y
il cllaly ligallig BLaaillig Aig pall ysgeay pgeal duic Ao 53 58 cuchy gl (358 2 sl

s eaeilly (golal)
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

Byaiiucall AB3)gall

RN Gadddll B dfigall @5 g lsaTl Agsall puseal S0 e ale i el St g
Glae elly il 138 A Liall dlsexig opmealal) Blulsall Jadag au) Lidia B (ial) B dudall) skl
t oY) (385 Canll 13 8 ASLaa) s G cduady of Gl (gl b Al
YL Al WLl & cddgeall 36 zlsaYl ugeailly (el Gandll ehals il dlid o LlaY) o
o) Gl 13 desall o daasal)
Apld) Hgeally Gasadl) 4 Lo el ol Jaedl Giald) ladiad e dadlsall o
b G e WS Canll il e D) ai Luhall o slgiV) 2asg (AlalS Ejeny hiloglea Jalad Ciges @
58 Lo Llle UaDia) s Ae3all Lty Afgeall 358 2l Slen platiul e Jhlie ol 2V o
el Aallaeg daliay chdtional) JaSins WA (gl Cigan Jla By Gy ol dudall)l L3S 3ple
Al ean Aa
cabad gl ol 93 ag iy (o (B i) e Glai) Glis o @
Zoadly sl & 55 ol Gl 138 8 AL e Adlsa)l pae

bl U8 e planal) 4 ey Dluind (5 oo LY g 0

Aty (Alaiiad O o LlaYly sl Bulsl) dunaldsl Ao Y1 sy ol Ablgal) oa

dadgig Calil) bl a Andgiy G yal) aul
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AgaYh digsall jugal cla) daiss

Baluy e guall L By (el slibiad duningy odayall diigaall (368 zlsaY) g ehal &3
(LOGIQ F6; GE Healthcare, USA, Milwaukee) dasall (358 z1sa¥) Slea dauls (13 J<al)

iplae 13760 s cag s (oiad) el digpall ygeail s allaiy 393l

Adigeall (358 71Vl gl eha) ol 3l dyeaag 113 J<a)

aiee Saae aria (31l g lgeasd ahall Dudall) Bakall il Alal) mlacs e (s390e S0 gl Sllad] S
G gl g nlid] Gus anal (e el o cdlal) WS Jalig Lgias Al ) (38 8akal) il
l) &t (Elastogram iyl lahia) (lsi¥) 8y5em ot of ) cciuid (g5 Jara (Lilsie JS) A5
Ll jage sekug . (Lnliie jsea Bao 8 Cargd) Aalaiall 4 5l 3505 4kl aaad) e Tuy Jseanll
3>) QDU Al B5a e Jymnll 4 53 G 0585 O g Jacall Aoy o G ALY e gl
g By9emg Blaaill 8)90m 1[2] (Aigpall wan 8 Lot s Lae ¢Jle alialli 4 < 5 (aitia Larialls
uilan AaLa) e aaly gy (lyedad (digl Adas AS (i yay (3 Elastogram g all Jalada) 43 all
JSAl) Hligally B-daatll 1 Z8LiaYU Ligpall ysgeaiy Lgansts o3 dnial 30 IS [3] (14 JS&) Loguinns

VIE sl sleiiad 23 .[3] ddlatind de)a of Tru—cut dejs of FNA shal) 2iy pguaill dail bess (15
L10] dag palls 428 dadalll sdall [and dagrual
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

Aslall gl B ek el dig pad ol g paall ¢l (Ao Bdaaill ygemy ) o &g sall 5y9em 14 IS
-(Region of interest box) lgwasd 2yl dakiall muje 5o Jatsall ajell cdidinad) dughll A sglay jilgill uliiag

5aal Jshal adaially (B) 5 oucmyal) paally (A) 145 (layes (30 Aulilis giic el Sie ge i 64 Javy 115 J<a)
s e (rmay (o) Lalide dug i Jani yelay (C) US55 Sl bt g daaly st 2g0mag ane 3 (el Lokl
.8.37 slga¥! dawsiy (el (33 838l (30 %9050 (s) Ligyal) yseai e 3 dayn (D) L3l

tobmeall 8 AaY) Ll )5aY) 3T g ddgeall (368 21Vl Aigyall agei el die

(Uan emiiinll g pall Jasdass (o< Al Bodaaill 8900 0655 o in) QLAY Gae @
((B—haall 550a (jaueatl ROI Lguand ool ddaiall b €50 dhie jdge gy cang) 3uSsll didaia @
Bl 43 )laal 8yglaall cDlimall (e 13)a RO lguanid oyl dabaiall et o Cin) Laassall dael) @
(Ledslusks Lualll 53221

ROI box Jals Lawaill d3g5all e 2Ly 2385 dig pal) day0) ROI lguand dyal) dilaiall (gginag ann @
(Brstaal) Dlanll (e gia ae Aaalll Baad) LalS iy Cams (S Lo ST 05K o cany (53

S Bl clagal e Ay cun lae daiia Ay laia SSa A Gua) Sbad) Glydll plas e
(il el da e Jii Longitudinal scan Jshll sl s pall i 3 55 8 ) sl
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

Elasticity Score 4igall 4a 0
Aoy 3510 Lt (5 SCOTES) lays 5 (e pllas pladiady il ) acdh Asdalll Saall 439 50 A2 52
131 (16 JSall) lede Lleas ) (435all Lalaia) 238 (ol 5500 3 Lgie Bpnslall (3Ll
(1 e Lol Ghalie 5 Lild 3halic 2sag aac) | 430
(%45 e S8 U Zaaldl) shalidl) 1] a0
(%45 oo ST U< 2@ shliadl) T A2
(Ak 23S0 dihaie o (a8 Lins) IV 220
(@b fune sy ) e Louls didaia) V Aa 0
g sate (S0 dpdacesl) algaY) s a8 o
s y8) [2] Tan et al dwlyad . cyslall £g all adada e &34 5al) cilayal scoring J) Aadail (pe el Sllia
0o Lanldl) 3haliall) 2 A (%10 e S Apnslll S5al) 1 An 0 (9 JSEN) cilajn 4 e AT alas
2 51 a)d (%90 e ST Luulall Ghaliall) 4 Ax 2 ((%90-50 Lwldll shlidl) 3 Aa 2 (%50-10
Agnie 4 53 A daea W

Aig el Sisage o )l Jols [35] Lenghel et al s oo =5l a0 8 (e AT SCOMNG HUas lling
) Ll Bkall) 53eal) (e gha (8 Andasall Jilaally wauailS Bakad) Jals usid) oyl (g B-aals

> Gaclall laliall) 2 A oY) aall danld lalie ) daald 3lalie V) 1 400 .44 scoring ) dalal
((Ayks Lisaall Ladls Cladie xe %50 > Lalal) 3lalial) 3 3n 3 ((Apaeal) Lsdl Claie G50 %50
%100-50 Gauld) Ghiidl) 5350 ((Luwld Lgaal) Ladls Glage e %50 > Lauldl Ghiadl) 4 4s 50
((Aanls gaall Ll Claie xe %100-50 i) 3haliall) 6 A2 ¢(Lsrall dadls Cilake (o

JelS s Acldl) (3laliall) 8 a0 o(Anmall el ) diatg skl (ol Jads Aol 3laliall) 7 A 2
(e JAD Jia Al (ghalia lgiaca g 3iall
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33 - Asialll Bagal) 8 i) laliall ducig 368 o eliy aan3 Lig yal) Jalail LA3g yal) bl gl asy 116 JSN
(Slead) cameny OlsTY) Calian) 3yl ¢ el ¢ ral ¢ jeal (sl (sl ek sl 35ld
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

Strain Ratio slgay) dsw

Region of interest ROI ) leasd sl dalaial) auye s 2 336 sV 8)50m s Ladic
lpand ayall diaiall gy coialll Baal (po (el diaial) 35b pagig Dsia 15< Gy J5¥1 (bOX
o kel daall (0 5 5 1 (giall 3 LS cDliac 35a pde dieg) Clianll (358 aag (2w Lall) AU
B A dseall due gVl plaal) Cuind e (Byglaall B33,)) gril) (358 sy Luagaiall dikaiall pie b il
5 haral) 58 L33 ial Lagudany (e ale 10 Ailaa cmnpall (6 o Gumag - sledll 38al) iy a5
sp el B IS ) e e Siilagil J<a (Strain index sleaY) jada) algal) ds Claa
Bl dneail) 3gloadl) (s slga) dses o (51 -[3] Bakalll 538al) lga) ) Anmall dpasdall renil) Slga) dans
Al lgal Al s 2l [31] oS dad (ubite g5 (ial) COliac Bolud ) lgaeay daiall Ladalll
Mea) Lacsgia Facsds Ladanssl) olgal) dacss Gl o lalidll ()85 Lgd aaly b e ST 32T
3] Cargl) Laalll sagal) slga) Jawgie o 5yglaall D lcaall
Z\:gls.“ [ Al Ayl

g yall Ay ln e cpdalll sial) LA ) LDl wanal il Ll o dasanil] du)al)
sl Jlonall oliely ael Qudaill b ligallyg Blaaily gy dgial s2ie S slgaY) domis
LAl Ald) aniiil
FNA cha) o ¢ gunll i an) o lgaige aaty donnylil) lyglaall daes dadalll 5adal) afise 3aas 22y
30 Jind Ciagl saiall 3 LAl o gipee Alesia 23 51 22 (ulid 53] ooty US b dnse o IS
G ) il ad ) def bl e sl sald) aagis (to-and—fro) ilsie JSa gl
Jal€ I Aaall) 52l Jualicd Gum ddlaiial) deiall ) coalll S cdiadis je FNA dam culK Jla
3] asal) oyl and ) il Jusfig clgilaine aa

33



@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

Ay Jalal)

«descriptive statistics duas clelas) cujal 2 SPSS iy aladiuly 3 il Julas
Ball (Sl i) cisd dihail) s 25 L mgall Galy Ddalll Bagall oo Slas) dalaill sas <l
il Jaads pailiad e dalad aladiuly algal) duig d3g all dapd e JSI daalls Sareal) dudall
%odualuall) g jadie aladials slgal!) duadls digyall da ) A Jeadl cuwds .ROC curve analysis
dailly dae silly Baslinll Clus Alacdgs gl Jilusg) pmstiiil el o 23 . (100 — Yol il +
SV gl Ay paatl Saasll) Hlass¥) Jilas aaddiuy L a8ally dabd) dsunl) dailly dulady) dsal
Jilan) dege P < 0.05 dad lac) & &5dlly sasent) dadalll diell oy el 15

[34 33] umlRal) (e ajmil

e A Hhaally 53550 andll Al & (True positive (TP) Liasll 4nlay)

e Jladll Liagiie pandll Lnlsdl & False positive (FP) L3S dulayy!

e Hhaall 53550 andll Al o (True negative (TN) duiaal) dul

c ) Jladll Liagiia gandll Lnle a <False negative (FN) L\ Zulad)

TP = (TP + FN) JuIS Cueaty cudigall dulasy) Jase sl Sensitivity daalual)

TN + (TN + FP) JUIS iy cdaiiall dulul) Jaa i Specificity due sil

TP =+ (TP + FP) Jul\S sty cPositive predictive value (PPV) dnlsy) gl 4ol
TN =+ (TN + FN) JulS sty (Negative predictive value (NPV) duludl 45wl del)

Area under the receiver operating characteristic Jsuill Jads (ailad Jaie il dalaial)
(ol Onlaad) sty (ayall uladll alad) Gy Sual) Jle ol L) 50 (ebie & cCUTve
jmal) 53l Calayl Aatall ciad dalal) @)l WS LT 50w eiad mohig ccipiail) A3l (bt
raiy ) gl L

0.9-1.0 0.8-0.9 0.7-0.8 0.6-0.7 0.5-0.6 < 0.5 very
excellent very good good median weak weak
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gkl
Rl gasal) (ailadl

a3 ol 2 i) A Akl die daldia 4SS 4l (i 55 (e (el Ao gane a5y
Lugias «%40.4 sl 19 5%59.6 Uy 28) e 47 Al lsafil ol (ape 5 5 s dale dllay
pgie JSI Slgil) (anddall e Joanl) 2g duhall 3 agllin) 2 Lodal 3ie 58 agoal (4w 37.1 ae
oaadl] dadyally

aglal) [ Asaeal) Al il

18 5 ien il (%69) s3ic 40 lé duial s3ic 58 Jual (o 4l Linsell Zuhall PR (e 08
A cilS (%31)
il b L st IS 5l (a0 2) Bl Gyl e 7 closial 11 :(22-17 JISAV) 25n5 05 Emal) 22al b
(Gaadly bl (G ahgl e 3 es Gl 00 2
comeal) gl Camg Tajh ola 11 cols dial sie Dlie) 20 :(26-23 JIKEYY) agn5 (fd sasenll Siall b
COee el e Pliel 1 “é._::x,\aj\ dndalll 22l) Dlic) 8

By (o (il (A 85K Aokl Baie elay B-ldaaill L (53 lajes Lgpal A3 67 Limnye die Lnd Lol 52ie 117 J<2N
L IV s all sl Lgiig e (B) - 0pslall Hlisally (3 daadl) dudaima g 5 3 (A) 4 (gricnal) B B39mge daend
5.78 culs algaY)

35



@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

e dagean i Baie Helay B-laall LoVl ae 45) (Uaye sdic 25w 50 (e die Ll Lol saie 118 J<a
dobanag 3Sie Hligall o 83al) g 55 (A) - gslaS e AL ey Giall o) S (gginall 8 dec s LS
:3.09 sleay) A IV dajall da L e (B) (4 Laaill)

No.59/81 4

B (9% okl B3ie jeday B—laatl) LWl pa (b (layes dic 33w T4 (aspe ie nd Lol 822 119 J<AN

@34l Lgiig s (B) (4 haalll) ddamas £3S5m Slgall o saiall dug 55 (A) Ll a1 GIB (giall 8 daanss
3.40 slgay! s IV ds
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PH
LN1542430 26-MAR-10 09:17:52 B

P:H
LN1542430
Str. Ratio &5
Strain Ratio

LSEV1B

No.152/170 4
- CG:42 MIM/LI2/4/8 1k/6.5M

Thyroid 40mm Ao

Lgrall Lalls 4ig < dadal 323 jehay B—laaill . (Saasa Lagial sic L3 40 Ganye e dana dadal 523 1200 J<a)
lgiig 3o (B) +(4 Laadl) banas d3iS5a sl o 52iall Ly 5 (A) - Giall Hu) 1B (ggienall b dandi By o
2.43 2gal! o I daall cdal

) A 28-SEP-10 20:18:36

No.156/170

lZlemly 75/+/2/5/21-1- 26% 6/4/-121314 O
Thyroid oonmn LoV g Thyroid 86mm

lgiaag duilaia pe il 335 (A) .TIRADS 5 483 saie 0ol 8w 40 (faspe die Lnd Doddl saie :2] (<A
L LogisenlS (ge Bl Ll i odmpall oyl 328 slgaY) dawig IV dajal) iaf Lgiig s (B) -l sae

Gl b
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02-OCT-10 14:10:29

N No0.146/170
el 75/+/2/512i-1- 26% 6/41-12/314 A +1215/21-1-
Thyroid oum Gen Thyroid 79mm

P:H
o 8 P:H
.LH 604160 LN1604160

RSEVIB

1216121~
Gen. Thyroid

35mm

122 <)

03-JUN-10 12:04:57

baie glay B—Laaill LAsle dowdi 3yl U A0l ) duial B3ke odie Aiw 8 (imije die Bawes duidl S 123 (<4l
Lig e (B) (1 Joaill) Lupes Sligall e 5aal) L3 (A) . 3iall 5a¥) Bl (ggicadll & A B (sg Dy S Bk

.0.88 slgay! Ao |1 dsjall cdal
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B

12-FEB-10 14:29:02
Str. Ratio ; y s
Strain Ratio,

No.69/68
2/4/8 1k/6.5M

o 7 2 2en szl O
40mm Thyroid

o dilaie pe dgeay i Bk el B-laall L2 sSlu srie 35w 25 (faiye die Bues Lol saie 124 (<)
Ao I 2yl sl g e (B) (1 Jaadll) Liper Slisal) e 532ell g 55 (A) - inll ) B (g5iendl) b 5y
1.24 slgay)

15-APR-10 15:38:22

@) N0.116/170
ClER 75/+/2/5121-1- 26% 6i41-12/13/4 Sta

+1215/21-1-

Thyroid oconmn LoWm Gen. Thyroid 80mm

U'_u;i \.@3.1‘2_)‘1 (B) .339nga z\:mml 8 cld J<ad) z\:ijm:\.\ (A) .Qb—\u 4 PoLE] dﬂ.L: RXIRIVEN J\:xmd sae :25 J<al)

.reactive lymphadenitis ‘é_wls:l‘)\ lgall dgag i sl il {0.87 algal) duig Il dsall
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» A 14-APR-10 12:36:16

O — No.130/170
IRl 75/+/2/512/-1- 26% 6/4/-12/314 - 12161211~
L54M Gen Thyroid oonmn LoV Gen. Thyroid 83mm

OIS el Gl L1 anall sl g g (B) L JSEN dusumy (A) i 30 Jay die sases Gyl 52k 126 S

.z\gu\SEJ\ Bake
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

dg sall da e il

Glaall waasd (%16.7) Zud s3ie 3 Ay (%57.5) sues die 23 A1 51 Slsjall gl
dayd Baes de () 0L o) (%83.3) Ld sdie 15 s (%42.5) sases 520 17 4V 51V 511
Al daall 8 A3 ye dn )y pudl L1 Ayl IS (%45) Basend) daall 3 A3gye Ay il WV g
Basent) Sall G &g el dapy b Lilias) age DT @llia S (1 Jsaall) IV day0l) cilS (%44.4)
& oY) e gy dplea) (368 Lag 111 dajall GIS.%79.3 ilS A yall Aoy 483 (P < 0.001) &l

A 51 sl G il Al o (6F cAiadlly Basest) Zaballl Saall (Sl

%diuall adal) % duaslial] Adl) Vo.siall S saa) Ligall Ay
(%0) 0 (%12.5) 5 (%8.6) 5 !
(%16.7) 3 (%45) 18 (%36.2) 21 I
(%11.2) 2 (%37.5) 15 (%29.3) 17 1
(%44.4) 8 (%5) 2 (%17.3) 10 v
(%27.7) 5 (%0) 0 (%8.6) 5 v

Agay) da il

Sl e ci€a 1.7 vie dlgal) daws ddie dad o i Jidl Juadi palilad Jiaie Jalaty
1.7 e QB cilS (%77.5) saes 53ie 31 b algal) docs Aindlly Sasent) dudall) Shall o Jeadl U<
1.7 e QB cilS (%27.7) & sie 5 8 ey dawi 1.7 e el ulS (%22.5) saas die 9 g
On eaY) L (B age D) lia IS (2 Joaall) 1.7 e el il (%72.3) L s3ie 13 4y

%T75.8 ulS slgay) Aus 283 (P < 0.001) Fiudlly saseal il

%Al sial)

%Yodasleal) ial)

%o adall A aad)

AgaY) duud

(%27.7) 5

(%77.5) 31

(%62) 36

1.7>

(%72.3) 13

(%22.5) 9

(%38) 22

1.7<

pally Ladod) Zdalll el 8 slgaY) da 12 Jsaal)
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s

& Y dawig g pall dayy (e IS Al dlall Agaiil) dasdlly Anlady) doganll daaally dae gilly dacslaeal)
el Aigyall Aoyl Jiiecdd) Jibdi pailnd cliniag (3 Jsnll) Linilly sasead) Lialll Siadl e sl
(27 JaD) ey

%oalgay) A Yodlig yall da
72.2 88 Lulual)
77.5 75 hus gl
59 61.5 PPV
86.1 93.7 NPV
75.8 79.3 43

cgaY) dais A pall dnpy ks Cpdise 13 Joaal)

ROC curves of elastography and strain ratio

—e—Elastography —e—Strain Ratio
1.2

Sensetivity

o
~

0.2

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2

1- Specifity

leaY) il g yall dnyal Jiiiedall S (ailiad Ciliata 127 JSA)
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@bl dana s | el 8 Laall shell i) i) b ASgeal) (358 sV Aigyal) gl s
B-lLal e

zob Eall siell W ¢(ale 10.3 ausl) ale 29.5 55.6 s zohi saeall diall (gynaayl kil
Jiiaalls Lalall Glinially cosd WS (gl il die dad (ol 12.6 ausl) ale 43 54.6 o
24 s ddgall e QB IS (% 40) 33 33ie 16 3 (a) kil L siall Gligins IS ale 9.45 cails
16 oy el e il OIS (%11) Zand ie 2 & ) Jhill Jddal) (e el oS (%60) 5aea 33k
Aaally saneall daall (a3 age DR dllia OIS LAl (e el IS (%89) dd sk
%54.5 cilS (gaay) kil 48y (P < 0.001)

Basas s3ie 19 35 2 (e 8l culS (%52.5) sases 3 21 3 abaeY) ) (gaa) i) dus

e Bl IS (%77.8) Ed 53 14 3 alaeY) ) (gra) Gl L .2 (e ST il (%47.5)
S @) Jhill daws b age (DA dllia OS2 e ST cilS (%22.2) Ed sie 4 Sy 2
%55.9 <ilS paaeY) N (gall jhall L 883 (P < 0.002) Eipdlly sasenll Siell oy oalac]

Bl e § Al je @il (%25) sawea Baie 10 5 cdailaio cul€ (%75) saes 835 30
b pge A s IS Auilaie e Cil€(%72.3) A saie 13 5 cduilaie <l (%27.7)

Y%73.2 culS Lgaall 485 (P < 0.001) 2audlly saseadl s82l) o dgrcall

Bmh BSsal) Syl Coptiel Afles AiSie g e ) el b Aakalll Shal) b Byl IS i
Baas 33ic 14 5 cdaands 5y ulS (%65) sams 83ic 260 Aanh ye g_s).us:\a Lilly L35l e Ll
By CilS (%89) &na saie 16 5 cAuanb sy cilS (% 11) dand Sie 2 dpande ye By il (%35)
Bl Jline 83 (P < 0.001) insally 5anenll 3hall (9 Byeal) (S5 b age i) Alin (IS LAmpla 2
T2.T <l

cilS (%95) sues siie 38 .kalll il e %5 B camsd Cus Ly 8 5l culS dae bl bl
O ilS (%94) dana sxie 17 dacl ClalSs (gan cwilS (%5) saes die 2 5 cdac b calulSs (o0
LSl Ll age CER) Alin (S Al L Aaels S (ga3 culS (%6) Fwd sdie 1 g dacls LS
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Abstract

Ultrasound elastography is a non-invasive imaging technique for evaluating cervical
lymph nodes. The application of this technique is based on the fact that stiff tissues tend to
deform less and show less strain than compliant tissues when the same force is applied.

Purpose

To investigate the value of ultrasound elastography UE in the diagnosis of
lymphadenopathy, and to explore whether UE could improve the differentiation between
benign and malignant cervical lymph nodes in comparison with B-mode and color Doppler
sonography, and in correlation with histologic findings.

Materials and Methods

A total of 58 lymph nodes in 47 consecutive patients who were referred for
sonography of the neck were included in this study. B-mode sonograms were evaluated
according to short-axis diameter, long-to-short-axis ratio, hilum, echogenicity, and
microcalcification. For color Doppler sonography, 5 different patterns were defined
according to vascularity. Elastographic patterns of the lesions were categorized into 5 main
types. The mean strain index values were calculated for all lymph nodes. Histopathologic
findings, clinical and laboratory data, and imaging findings were used as reference standards
for the diagnosis of benign and malignant lymph nodes.

Results

Of the 58 lymph nodes, 69% were diagnosed as benign, and 31% were diagnosed as
malignant. The sensitivity, specificity, and accuracy of B-mode sonography were 94.0%,
32.5%, and 51.7%, respectively; the values were 77.1%, 82.5%, and 81.0% for color Doppler
sonography and 88.8%, 75.0%, and 79.3% for elastography. The strain index cutoff value for
the differentiation of benign and malignant lymph nodes was accepted as 1.7. The sensitivity,
specificity, and accuracy of the strain index were 72.2%, 77.5%, and 75.8%.

Conclusion

Ultrasound elastography as an adjunct ultrasound modality holds some promise in
screening and monitoring lymphadenopathy.

Key Words
Ultrasound elastography, Elastography score, Strain ratio, Lymph nodes, Cervical
lymphadenopathy.
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