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Table 1. TNM Classification and AJCC Staging of Pancreatic Cancer

Definition of tumor Regional lymph nodes Distant metastasis AICC stage
TX: primary tumor cannot be NX: regional lymph nodes MX: distant metastasis cannot IA: T4, NO, MO
assessed cannot be assessed be assessed
T0: no evidence of primary tumor NO: no regional lymph node MO: no distant metastasis IB: T2, NO, MO
metastasis
N1: regional lymph node
metastasis
pN1a: metastasis in a single
regional lymph node
Tis: in situ carcinoma pN1b: metastasis in multiple M1: distant metastasis II: T3, NO, MO

T1: tumor limited to the
pancreas, =2 cm in greatest
dimension

T2: tumor limited to the
pancreas, =2 cm in greatest
dimension

T3: tumor extends directly into
duodenum, bile duct, or
peripancreatic tissues

T4: tumor extends directly into
stomach, spleen, colon, or
celiac axis vessels

regional lymph nodes

IIl: T4, N1, MO; T2, N1, MO;
T3, N1, MO

IVA: T4, any N, MO

IVB: any T, any N, M1

AJCC, American Joint Committee on Cancer.
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