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| Child < 5 yr old with actue abdominal pain|

No
[cher or vomiting or diarrhea or anorexia? | e | CONSIAET Other cause ar clinical reevaluation after 6-12 h ]

- 5

Focal or disffuse tendemess or guarding or Yes Perform WBC, CRP, abdomen US | —— o> | Acute appendicitis
rebound or mass or rigidity on dinical examination? Is at least one pathological?
No
No
Difficulty moving? l — [ Consider other cause or dinical reevaluation after 6-12 h
Yes
Perform WBC, CRP, abdomen US Yes oy parm
%ok s | ——
No
No
l Are other causes excluded? I—- [ Consider other cause or dinical reevaluation after 6-12 h
Yes

| Clinical reevaluation after 6-12 h ]
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Abstract

The aim: The aim of this study was to evaluate the demographic findings,
clinical symptoms, laboratory tests, and treatment outcomes in children aged
< 5 years who underwent appendectomy due to acute appendicitis with or

without perforation.

Materials and Methods: A retrospective observational study of children aged

< 5 years who underwent surgical appendectomy and the diagnosis was
confirmed based on the results of histological samples during the period from
1/2020 to 1/2023.

Results: The study included 83 children, distributed into two groups: 38
patients in group A (appendicitis without perforation) at a rate of 45.7% and
45 patients in group B (appendicitis with perforation) at a rate of 54.3%. The
mean age in group B was lower (3.7 vs. 4.63 years), with males predominating
in both groups without statistically significant difference. The mean values of
leukocytes, CRP and neutrophils were higher in group B (P<0.001), with
vomiting, diarrhea and abdominal distention being more frequent in group B.
The duration of symptoms until surgery was longer in group B (P<0.001), and

the mean temperature was higher in group B (P<0.001).




57

e Conclusion: Acute appendicitis in patients aged 5 years or younger is not
common and is often clinically atypical, which is one of the main reasons of

late diagnosis that contributes to the high rate of complicated appendicitis.

o Keywords: Acute appendicitis, Perforation, Children
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