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Abstract

The past two decades have witnessed many international and non-
international armed conflicts that have been characterized by states
parties increasingly resorting to the use of private military and security
companies to participate directly in military operations, which were not
free, in one way or another, from a wide range of violations of
international humanitarian law.

The danger lies in the fact that these companies are not subject to
state supervision and do not belong to the official national security
system, and thus it is difficult to hold the state they seek accountable for
violations of international humanitarian law committed by these
companies. This raises the question. What are the limits of the
responsibility of private military and security companies for violations of
international humanitarian law?

In light of this, this research seeks to reveal the features and limits
of the responsibility of private military and security companies for
violations of international humanitarian law, the extent of their
commitment to comply with its rules, and the mechanisms for holding
them accountable for such violations, in addition to researching the basis
of the responsibility of states that use private military and security
companies to ensure their compliance with international humanitarian
law. and It also attempts to find mechanisms or solutions to ensure that
these companies respect international humanitarian law by holding them
accountable as legal entities and supporting this with penalties
commensurate with their legal personality.

Keywords: private military and security companies, international
humanitarian law



129

Syrian Arab Republic
Damascus University

Faculty of Law

Department of international law

Responsibility of Private Military and Security
Companies for Violations of International
Humanitarian Law

A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of master in international
law.

by
Ahmad Mohamed Ajaj

Supervisor
Dr. Nour ALddin Khazim
2023



