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(3) A person shall not be considered the author, editor or publisher of a statement
if heisonly involved —

(a) in printing, producing. distributing or selling printed material containing the
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(b) in processing. making copies of, distributing or selling any electronic medium
in or on which the statement is recorded: or in operating or providing any
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copied. distributed or made available in electronic form ...
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((Whatever differences may exist about interpretations of the First Amendment.
there is practically universal agreement that a major purpose of that
Amendment was to protect the free discussion of governmental affairs. . . .
Thus the press serves and was designed to serve as a powerful antidote to any
abuses of power by governmental officials and as a constitutionally chosen
means for keeping officials elected by the people responsible to al the people
whom they were selected to serve. Suppression of the right of the press to
praise or criticize governmental agents and to clamor and contend for or against
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Le demandeur peut saisir a son choix« outre la juridiction du lieu ou demeure le
défendeur :

- en matiere contractuelle« la juridiction du lieu de la livraison effective de la
chose ou du lieu de I'exécution de la prestation de service ;

- en matiere délictuelles lajuridiction du lieu du fait dommageable ou celle dans le
ressort de laguelle le dommage a été subi ;

- en matiére mixtes la juridiction du lieu ou est situé I'immeuble ;

- en matiere d'aliments ou de contribution aux charges du mariage« la juridiction
du lieu ot demeure le créancier.[]
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Abstract

Media in general and Visual Media in particular, are considered
some of the most vital present-time features, due to the enormous
financial, technical, and propagandistic capabilities that Media has.
Therefore, Media is certainly one of the most influential factors on

man, both at public and private levels.

As Media freedom is considered a fundamental pillar in the
civil society, upon which the institutional systems are erected,
besides being one of the basic human rights, our Arab society badly
needs to defend and promote this freedom.

However, such freedom is by no means an absolute freedom. It
Is a responsible freedom, practiced without ever harming people's

welfares or their legitimate rights.

Thus the civil responsibility in the Visual Media domain is a
facet of the justifiable and permissible commitment of the Media
freedom. As the freedom responsibility in this domain poses so
many legal problems that its regulation is of paramount importance,
and as the Syrian legislation lacks in specific laws that regulate the
Visual Media and the responsibilities connected with it, all this has
tempted me to grapple with prickly issues of the this responsibility,

enlightened by the comparative lawful jurisprudence, and the
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judicial improvising, in an attempt to keep up with the incredible
development of the infringement forms that have been created in the
Visual Media domain, so as to create a balance between the
individuals' right of keeping their individual and financial gains
intact, and the society right of being ever-enlightened and well-

informed.

Because the purpose of this research is to treat the problems of
Negative Responsibility, both the objective and the procedural ones,
resulting from Visual Media domain, the outline of the research has
been as follows:

Section |: The Concept of Negative Responsibility in
the Visual M edia Domain
Chapter One: The Pillars of Liability
Chapter Two: The Liable Person and Liability
Avoidance
Section I1: Liability Consequences:
Chapter One: Civil Liability Action
Chapter Two: Liability Penalty
Conclusion: Results and Recommendations
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