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Abstract

Apple plays a significant role in the national economy
and national income .This tree occupies a prominent place among
fruitfull trees in Syria ,where it comes fourth after olive , grapes
and pistachios al halabi.

Nevertheless through the secondary data show a decline
in its share of the total value of the production of fruit trees ; and
it is also noted that the planted area is decreasing during the
recent years owing to increased production costs resulting from
disease control.

Therefore , in  this research we will study the
possibilities of the use of integrated pest management (IPM) as a
method could be relied upon in pest control in the light of
current and projected future agricultural policies.

The study was carried out in the central region being
ranked 2" regarding the area and production rate in the
governorate of Damascus countryside, we have chosen (4)
villages in Homs governorate and (4) villages in Hama
governorate because the majority of the cultivated area is
located in these villages . Then we have chosen (10%) of the
number of the apple farmers in these selected villages in a
systematic random sampling , so the total number of the sample
become 180 farmers.

The results that we have achieved in the research denote
that majority of the studied sample (65.6%) are of the middle
age class (60-42 years old ) , and the major part of them have
reached the secondary education stage (35% of the total farmers
in the studied sample) , those illiterate (cannot read or write)
have been (1.7%) .

The most of the sample members increase their
agricultural experience than (10) years , accounting for (65%) ,
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Majority of the studied sample (93.3%) were married .The
average number of family members of the sample were (4)
members . The size of the family composed of (5-7) members is
the most in the sample studied , these families were (71.7%) of
the total families of the sample.

The persons who work in agriculture only are (61.1%) , and
those who work as farmers and employees ( in the departments
of the state or the private sector) were (38.9%) .

Majority of farmers who are land investors were owner as
well (98.9%) .The rate of landholding was (9.3) donom for each
farmer . The landholding rate was (11-7 Donom) (54.4%) of the
total farmers of the sample ,The study showed that the average
income of farmers from various sources in the sample studied
was S.P.340.000 , Majority of the farmers of the sample (77.8%)
were of the middle income class . The income rate of the apple
farming was S.P.281.000.

The study points out that Majority of farmers (73.9%)
were with the medium level of knowledge about the programme
of the Integrated Pest Management , it also showed the multiple
sources of information of the farmers and considered the
extension unit the main source of agricultural information by
(50%) of farmers who can get it in several ways (visits to the
Unit —farm visit —the presence of extension activities ).

The study also suggested that there are many problems
the apple farmers suffer from in the application of the
programme of the Integrated pest management , such as the
non-application of integrated pest management in surrounding
fields , and the lack of trap and the high prices of the
specialized pesticides , where accounted for (82.8%) and
(42.2%) and (42.2%) respectively .

According to the view of the farmers the increase of prices of
apples produced through the application of Integrated Pest
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Management and appropriate market channel for it , were
suggested by (71.1%) and (60.6%) respectively of the total
farmers of sample as solutions to some of their problems.

We found as well that a significant correlation is
present between the independent factors and the adoption of the
farmers to the Integrated pest management , the following
factors are:

Age of farmers, level of education, marital situation ,
participation in the FFS , the source of information , the training
needs , the knowledge of farmers to the Integrated pest
management of apple, socio-economic status.
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