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Abstract

The study included 23 cases of primary tumors in the parapharyngeal space. Five
surgical approaches were utilized depending on the tumor’s location and size. The most
common presenting symptom was a neck mass (65.2%). Cases were distributed
between the pre— and post-styloid compartments. The most frequent tumor type was

benign paraganglioma (30.4%), followed by benign mixed tumors (21.7%).

The most commonly used surgical approach was the transcervical route (65.2%),
followed by the transcervical-transmandibular approach (17.4%). Recurrence occurred
in only two cases (8.7%), while complications were observed in 14 patients (60.9%),
the most notable being hoarseness (39.1%) and aspiration (13%). Complications were
more common with the transcervical approach (64.3%) and were more frequent in

tumors located in the post-styloid compartment (78.6%) and in large—sized tumors.
Conclusions:
Post-styloid tumors are associated with a higher rate of complications.

The transcervical approach offers better cosmetic outcomes compared to more

extensive approaches.
Larger tumor size increases the likelihood of surgical complications.

Tumor histology plays a role in predicting recurrence.
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