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AN

Abstract

In His holy book, Allah (the Almighty) mentioned some descriptions and actions that
their literal meanings may falsely assign to Him shortage or make Him similar to His
creatures. The Companions did not need to deal with these verses because of the
purity of their hearts and the soundness of their tongue and because they were busy
with their worship. However, after the wide spread of Islam and the conversion of
some of followers of the philosophies to Islam, these verses came into question. As a
result, many of the scholars were obliged to interpret these verses.

The issue of interpreting the descriptive verses was the dividing line between the
Islamic sects. A movement keeps the door wide open for the interpretation while
another strongly refuses it. Another resorts to it when necessary based on rules. This
movement resorts to interpretation in case of necessity and when it is linguistically
permissible. Ash’ari theology had many choices in the descriptive verses. Imam Fakhr
al-din al- Razi was the centerpiece among Ash’ari schools. He came after many cases
had been recorded by his formers like al- Bagillani, al- Juwayni and al- Gazali. Started
from what they had built, Al-Razi was creative in building an unprecedented edifice of
knowledge.

This paper had discovered the main basics and rules that Ash’aria generally and al-Razi
particularly relied on in interpreting the descriptive verses. It shows the harmony
between the Ash’ari scholars and the rules they put in their interpretations of the
descriptive verses. It tries to reach the real reasons behind the differences between
the Asharia themselves in this issue.

Keywords:

Interpretation, descriptive verses, Asharia, Fakhr al-din al- Razi, Abu al-Gassan al-
Ash’ari



