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Abstract

The study aimed to measure the effect of training based on active learning on
developing classroom management skills among a sample of fourth-year students in the
Classroom Teacher Department at the Faculty of Education at Damascus University. A
quasi-experimental approach was used, and the study sample included (32) male and
female students from the fourth year of the Classroom Teacher Department at Damascus
University. Classroom management skills were identified, a training program based on
active learning was implemented to develop classroom management skills, a classroom
management skills test was conducted, and a classroom management skills observation
card was used. The most important results of the study are:

— There is a significant effect of training based on active learning on developing classroom
management skills among classroom teacher students.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the skills test for the classroom
management planning skill, in favor of the post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the skills test for the classroom
communication and interaction skill, in favor of the post-test. - There is a statistically
significant difference between the average scores of the experimental group students in
the pre- and post-test on the skills test for the skill of classroom discipline, in favor of the
post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the skills test for the skill of
classroom organization, in favor of the post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the skills test for all skills, in
favor of the post-test.

— There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-test on the skills test for
the skill of classroom management planning.

— There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-test on the skills test for
the skill of communication and classroom interaction.

— There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-test on the skills test for
the skill of classroom discipline. - There is no statistically significant difference between
the average scores of the experimental group students in the immediate post-test and the
delayed post-test on the skills test for the classroom organization skill.
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— There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate post-test and the delayed post-test on the
skills test for the skills as a whole.

— There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate post-test and the delayed post-test on the
skills test for the classroom management planning skill.

— There 1s a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre-test and post-test on the skills observation card for
the classroom management planning skill, in favor of the post-test.

— There 1s a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre-test and post-test on the skills observation card for
the communication and classroom interaction skill, in favor of the post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre-test and post-test on the skills observation card for
the classroom discipline skill, in favor of the post-test. - There is a statistically significant
difference between the average scores of the experimental group students in the pre- and
post-test on the Skills Observation Card for the classroom organization skill, in favor of
the post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the Skills Observation Card for
the classroom assessment skill, in favor of the post-test.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-test on the Skills Observation Card for
all skills, in favor of the post-test.

— Active learning strategies play a role in the experimental group members' retention of
information and knowledge related to classroom management skills as a result of the
training based on them.

— There is an acceptable and statistically significant effectiveness of training based on active
learning in developing classroom management skills among fourth-year classroom
teachers at the Faculty of Education at Damascus University.

— There is a very strong and statistically significant direct correlation between the
experimental group's scores on the classroom management skills test and their scores on
the observation card.

Keywords: Training, active learning, classroom management skills, fourth-year students,
classroom teacher, Faculty of Education, Damascus University.
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Study summary

Study Title: The Impact of Active Learning-Based Training on Developing Classroom
Management Skills among Student Teachers; Case Study: Fourth-Year Student Teachers at the
Faculty of Education, Damascus University

Introduction:

The global educational landscape is witnessing a fundamental shift in the perception of
the teaching and learning process. It is no longer limited to the mere transmission of knowledge,
but now focuses on empowering learners and developing their higher-order thinking,
analytical, and creative skills. Within this framework, active learning strategies have emerged
as a cornerstone of contemporary educational trends. The applications of active learning
strategies have transcended the confines of classrooms to become a fundamental pillar in
teacher preparation and training programs, not merely as theoretical content, but as an effective
training methodology. This contributes to shaping their future professional identity and their
acceptance of this fundamental shift. These strategies also serve as a link between theory and
practice through... Providing semi-realistic contexts through simulation and role-playing
bridges the gap between academic knowledge and classroom practice. The application of active
learning strategies requires the student teacher to practice advanced classroom management
skills such as: organizing groups, managing discussions, and resolving conflicts, in a realistic
and purposeful context, which develops his ability to adapt to the diversity of learners’ needs
and the complexities of the real classroom environment.

Study Problem:

Based on previous studies, the researcher’s observations, and a preliminary survey, it was
found that there is a need to utilize active learning strategies to develop classroom management
skills among fourth-year primary school teacher students. The need arose to develop skills in
classroom planning, classroom communication and interaction, classroom discipline,
classroom organization, and classroom assessment. The researcher selected several active
learning strategies, including brainstorming, problem-solving, cooperative learning, and think-
pair-share. The study problem can be summarized in the following question:

What is the effect of active learning-based training on developing classroom management
skills among fourth-year primary school teacher students at the Faculty of Education,
Damascus University?

Study Questions:

- Q1: What is the effect of active learning-based training on developing classroom
management skills among fourth-year primary school teacher students at the Faculty of
Education, Damascus University?

- Q2: What is the effect of active learning-based training on the retention of information and
knowledge about classroom management skills by the students in the experimental group?
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- Q3: How effective is active learning-based training in developing classroom management
skills among fourth-year primary school teacher students at the Faculty of Education,
Damascus University?

- Q4: Is there a significant correlation between the scores of the experimental group on the
classroom management skills test and their scores on the observation checklist?

Study Variables:

- Independent Variable: Training Method: This includes the program based on active learning
(for the experimental group).

- Dependent Variable: This is the factor that is affected by the independent variable (Darwish
& Rahma, 2012, p. 26). The dependent variable in this study is represented by:

1- Students' scores on the Classroom Management Skills Test: This is measured by the sum of
students' scores on the test for each skill (classroom management planning, classroom
communication and interaction, classroom discipline, classroom organization, and
classroom assessment), and by their total scores on the overall Classroom Management
Skills Test.

2- Student score on the observation checklist: This is measured by the sum of students' scores
on the observation checklist for each skill (classroom management planning, classroom
communication and interaction, classroom discipline, classroom organization, and
classroom assessment), and by their overall score for classroom management skills.

Research hypothesis:

Active learning-based training has a significant impact on developing classroom management
skills among student teachers.

Study hypotheses:
The following hypotheses were tested at a significance level of (0.05):
First: Study hypotheses related to the situational assessment:

Hypothesis 1: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the classroom management skills
assessment with respect to the classroom management planning skill, attributable to the method
used.

hypothesis 2: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the classroom management skills
assessment with respect to the classroom communication and interaction skill, attributable to
the method used.

Hypothesis 3: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of classroom management skills with
respect to the classroom discipline skill, attributable to the method used.
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Hypothesis 4: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of classroom management skills with
respect to the classroom organization skill, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 5: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of classroom management skills with
respect to the classroom assessment skill, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 6: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of classroom management skills, with
respect to the skills as a whole, attributable to the methodology used.

Hypothesis 7: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of classroom management
skills, with respect to the classroom management planning skill, attributable to the
methodology used.

Hypothesis 8: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the classroom
management skills test with respect to the classroom communication and interaction skill,
attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 9: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the classroom
management skills test with respect to the classroom discipline skill, attributable to the method
used.

Hypothesis 10: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the classroom
management skills test with respect to the classroom organization skill, attributable to the
method used.

Hypothesis 11: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the classroom
management skills test with respect to the classroom assessment skill, attributable to the
method used.

Hypothesis 12: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the immediate and delayed post-tests of the classroom
management skills test with respect to the skills as a whole, attributable to the method used.

Second: Study Hypotheses Related to the Observation Checklist:

Hypothesis 1: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for classroom
management planning skills, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 2: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for classroom
communication and interaction skills, attributable to the method used.
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Hypothesis 3: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for classroom
discipline skills, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 4: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for classroom
organization skills, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 5: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for classroom
assessment skills, attributable to the method used.

Hypothesis 6: There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
experimental group students in the pre- and post-tests of the observation checklist for all skills,
attributable to the method used.

Study Methodology:

The quasi-experimental method was used due to its suitability to the nature of the current
study and its ability to achieve its specific objectives. This method allows for controlling the
independent variables to determine the effect of the independent variable (classroom
management skills). It is "the method that allows for a certain degree of control over variables,
especially in field studies conducted in the humanities." Active learning strategies were used
to train fourth-year primary school teacher students in classroom management skills.

Study Instruments:
Four instruments were used in this study:

1- A checklist of classroom management skills, which includes the following skills: classroom
planning, classroom communication and interaction, classroom discipline, classroom
organization, and classroom assessment. 2- A classroom management skills observation
checklist for fourth-year primary education students at Damascus University, covering the
following skills: classroom planning, classroom communication and interaction, classroom
discipline, classroom organization, and classroom assessment.

3- A classroom management skills test consisting of 30 multiple-choice questions to measure
the role of active learning strategies in developing classroom management skills among fourth-
year primary education students at Damascus University, specifically in the following areas:
classroom planning, classroom communication and interaction, classroom discipline,
classroom organization, and classroom assessment.

4- An active learning-based training program designed by the researcher to develop classroom
management skills.

The study yielded a number of results, the most important of which can be summarized
as follows:

- Active learning-based training has a significant impact on developing classroom
management skills among student teachers.
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There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test for classroom management planning, favoring
the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test for classroom communication and interaction,
favoring the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test for classroom discipline, favoring the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test for classroom organization, favoring the post-
test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test for all skills, favoring the post-test.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills test for classroom
management planning.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills test for classroom
communication and interaction.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills test for classroom
discipline.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills test for classroom
organization.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills test for all skills.

There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the immediate and delayed post-tests of the skills assessment for
classroom management planning.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test of the skills observation checklist for classroom
management planning, in favor of the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test of the skills observation checklist for classroom
communication and interaction, in favor of the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test of the skills observation checklist for classroom
discipline, in favor of the post-test.

There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test of the skills observation checklist for classroom
organization, in favor of the post-test.
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— There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group students on the pre-test and post-test of the skills observation checklist for classroom
assessment, in favor of the post-test. - There is a statistically significant difference between
the mean scores of the experimental group students on the pre-test and post-test on the skills
observation checklist, with respect to the skills as a whole, in favor of the post-test.

- Active learning strategies play a role in the experimental group's retention of information
and knowledge related to classroom management skills as a result of the training based on
these strategies.

- Active learning-based training demonstrates a statistically significant and acceptable
effectiveness in developing classroom management skills among fourth-year primary school
teacher students at the Faculty of Education, Damascus University.

- There is a very strong and statistically significant positive correlation between the
experimental group's scores on the classroom management skills test and their scores on the
observation checklist.
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