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Academic roles of faculty members in Syrian universities according to
the challenges of the fwenty-first century
(A comparative study beftween Syrian universities and universities in

Finland and Ganada)

This study aims to shed light on the academic roles of faculty members in Syrian
universities and compare them with the academic roles of faculty members in
universities (Finland and Canada); to distinguish the similarities and differences
between them, and to benefit from the mechanism of applying those roles in line with
the requirements of the era of knowledge and technology explosion in the twenty—

first century, by answering the following questions:

1- What are the academic roles of faculty members in Syrian universities according

to the challenges of the twenty—first century?

2— What are the general characteristics of university education in the twenty—first

century?

3- What are the challenges facing faculty members in the twenty—first century?

4- What are the justifications for the professional development of faculty members in

universities?

5- What are the similarities and differences between the academic roles of faculty
members in Syrian universities and the academic roles of faculty members in

universities (Finland and Canada)’?
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6- What is the impact of variables (college specialization. academic rank, number of
years of experience) on the academic roles of faculty members in Syrian

universities?

The study hypotheses consisted of three hypotheses:

1- There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of
faculty members' answers in Syrian universities about their academic roles according
to the challenges of the twenty—first century according to the variable of college

specialization (applied sciences / theoretical sciences).

2- There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of faculty
members' answers in Syrian universities about their academic roles according to the
challenges of the twenty—first century according to the variable of academic rank

(instructor / assistant professor / professor).

3- There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of

faculty members' answers in Syrian universities about their academic roles according
to the challenges of the twenty—first century according to the variable of the number
of years of experience (less than 5 years [ from 5 years to 10 years / more than 10

.(years

The results of these hypotheses were as follows:
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1- There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of faculty
members' answers in the academic roles questionnaire according to the variable of

college specialization.

2- There is no statistically significant difference between the average scores of
faculty members’ answers in the dimensions of the academic roles questionnaire

and their total score according to the academic rank variable.

3- There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of faculty
members' answers in the academic roles questionnaire according to the variable of

years of experience.

The study concluded with a set of proposals in light of the results reached including:

1- Reconsidering the criteria for academic promotion of faculty members; so that
they are linked to efficiency and excellence in practicing the set of academic roles

.(assigned to them (teaching — scientific research — community service

2— Working to increase the salaries of faculty members; following the example of
developed countries, which will positively reflect on their scientific, research and

service performance.

3- Linking the material and moral incentives provided to faculty members; to what
they produce of original and innovative research that can be converted into

investment products.



Svrian Arab Republic
Damascus University

Faculfty oi Education

The academic roles of iaculty members in Syrian
universities according to the challenges oi the

twenty-first century.

(A Gomparative study beftween Syrian universities and universities

of Finland and canada )
(A Dissertation Submitted for a Master Degree in Gomparative

Education and Educational Administration)

Prepared by
Tharaa Abo Zaid

Supervised by
Dr. Basema Halawa

Proiessor at Department of Comparative Education

2024-2025



