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Cutaneous Cutaneous L. tarentolae
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Abstract

Research background: Cutaneous leishmaniasis is considered a widespread disease in the
Syrian Arab Republic. Many previous studies have demonstrated that dermoscopy have
increased the accuracy in diagnosing pigmented and non-pigmented skin tumors. Recently,
there has been increasing evidence that dermoscopy can also be useful in the diagnosis of
some skin infections, and it has been proposed as a diagnostic tool in the case of skin
infections and infestations, but until now, there have not been described specific

dermoscopic diagnostic criteria for cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL)

Objective: To describe the dermoscopic features of cutaneous leishmaniasis lesions and

their relationship with the type of the lesions, their locations, and their duration.

Methods: A cross-sectional study enrolling 60 patients that consulted the Hospital of
Dermatology in Damascus, Syria which was conducted in a period of one year.

Dermoscopic examination and description of dermoscopic features and vascular structures

of cutaneous leishmaniasis lesions using (HEINE MINI 2000 DERMATOSCOPE) was

performed. The lesions were classified according to their location, clinical morphology and
duration and a comparison between their dermoscopic features and vascular structures

according to these variables was performed.

Results: The following dermoscopic characteristics were observed: generalized erythema
(100%), yellow tears (51.0%), central erosion/ulceration (47.1%), and white starburst-like
pattern (36.3%). Additionally, the following vascular structures were noted: linear irregular
vessels (40.20%), hairpin-like vessels (37.25%), followed by arborizing vessels (23.53%)
and other less common vascular structures. According to this study, there was a correlation
between some dermoscopic characteristics and vascular structures with the clinical pattern
of the lesions (yellow tears were more frequent in nodular lesions, and the white starburst-
like pattern was more frequent in nodular ulcerative lesions), their location (linear irregular
vessels were more frequent in lesions on the upper extremities), and their duration (hairpin-

like vessels were seen more frequently in lesions older than 3 months).
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Conclusions: Characteristic dermoscopic features and vascular structures have been

identified in Cutaneous Leichmaniasis.

Key words: Cutaneous Leishmaniasis, Dermoscopy
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