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Summary

Research Background: Splenectomy is a common and frequent operation in
the specialty of general surgery, whether in cases of trauma or selective exci-
sion. This surgical procedure is performed, whether by traditional opening or
laparoscopy, according to each case and its indications. The trend of the lapa-
roscopic method has increased globally, especially for non-traumatic selective
excision, which is the subject of our study, due to the positive results studied
statistically. This laparoscopic method has become the gold standard within
certain conditions and limitations in a manner that does not contradict the
usual surgical principles.

Methods: A progressive study was conducted on 77 patients who met the in-
clusion criteria and who had their spleen removed selectively during the peri-
od from January 2018 to December 2020 in Al Mouwasat and Al-Assad Uni-
versity Hospitals. The results were discussed in terms of: the duration of the
surgical procedure, complications during the surgery, the percentage of
switching from laparoscopy to opening, justifications for switching and its
impact on the studied variables, the following complications of surgery: pul-
monary atelectasis, pancreatic fistulas, spleen analgesic abscess, wound infec-
tion and diaphragm damage, and duration of hospitalization.

Results: It was noted that there was an increase in the percentage of perform-
ing the surgery by the open method (59.2%0S / 40.2%LS). During the years
of study, the percentage continued to increase progressively due to the insuf-
ficient laparoscopic experience of the medical staff sometimes and technical
reasons related to the quality and efficiency of the tools used. In a few cases,
the reasons for not using laparoscopy were unconvincing. This reflects the
general tendency for open rather than laparoscopic surgery within the present
difficult conditions, which had negative effects on some surgical results and
led to an increase in the percentage of some complications. The rate of atelec-
tasis, for instance, reached 8.6%0S / 6.4%LS, and the percentage of wound
infections increased, too, reaching 15% OS / 12.9%LS. In addition, an aver-
age rise of 14.2% was noted in switching from laparoscopy to surgical open-
ing during the years of study, which is not consistent with the results of refer-
ence studies or with the general medical tendency.

Key words: Splenectomy, the laparoscopic Method (LS), the open Method (OS)
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