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Abstract

Background: Tinea capitis is the most common dermatophyte infection of the
scalp affecting mainly children and rarely adults. The epidemiology of tinea
capitis varies within different geographical areas throughout the world.

Aim: The aim of this study is to determine the causative organisms
responsible for tinea capitis in Syria and determine factors associated with
infection.

Materials and Methods: This was a cross sectional study conducted at
Dermatology University Hospital in Damascus, during the period between
2018 — 2019 . One hundred cases suspected clinically as tinea capitis were
evaluated clinically and by mycological examination of scraping from the hair
and scales by direct microscopy after addition of 30% solution of potassium
hydroxide and culture on Sabouraud dextrose media.

Results: Tinea capitis was prevalent among patients less than 15 year. Males
were commonly affected than females. Microsporum audouinii was the most
common organism found (75%) followed by Trichophyton tonsurans (14.3%)
Other isolated organisms are Microsporum canis (7.1%) and Trichophyton

rubrum (3.6%).
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Direct microscopy revealed 58.9% sensitivity , 88.6% specificity, 86.8%
positive predictive value , 62.9% negative predictive value and 72% diagnostic
accuracy compared to fungal culture.

Conclusion: Tinea capitis is common in males, children < 15 years.

Microsporum audouinii is the most common causative organism.

Keywords: Tinea capitis, causative organisms , Syria.
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