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Abstract

Background:

The maternal mortality rate is changing worldwide, and the causes differ
from one region to another and from time to time, especially with the
development of maternity care and periodic monitoring of pregnant women to
detect and manage complications. The global maternal mortality rate decreased
between 2000-2017 by 38% [WHO, 2019, Maternal mortality: Levels and
trends 2000 to 2017].

In previous studies[Natouf (1991), Khawanda (1997), Uday (2005),
Sherif (2007), Mahfoud (2010)], the maternal mortality rate in the obstetrics and
gynecology hospital at Damascus University ranged from 44.2-72.5/10°.
knowledge of the causes of maternal deaths contributes to shedding light on
them, which contributes to the development of early detection strategies and ,
thus , the management is done before its exacerbation .

Objective

It aimed at studying of the maternal mortality rate and its causes
in the obstetrics and gynecology hospital at Damascus University between
2010-20109.

Materials and Methods:

Study design: It is a retrospective study, which included maternal deaths
in the Obstetrics and Gynecology University Hospital at Damascus between
2010-20109.

Results:

Between 2010-2019, 45 maternal deaths were recorded, and the maternal
mortality rate was 36.9/105. The average age was 30.2years, and the largest
percentage was between 25-34 years old.

15.6% was nulliparous, 62.2% had a history of vaginal delivery, 37.8% had a
history of caesarean section, and 75.6% were in full term

Death occurred before birth in one case, during delivery in seven cases. and
after birth in 37 cases. Birth was vaginal delivery in 42.2% and caesarean
section in 55.6%.

The cause was direct in 95.6%, indirect in 2.2%, and it was not related to
pregnancy in one case.

Causes of death included: uterine inertia haemorrhage 40%, eclampsia
8.9%, rupture of uterus during labour8.9%, amniotic fluid embolism8.9%,
placenta previa with haemorrhage 6.7%, obstetric laceration of cervix 4.4%,
pulmonary embolus 4.4%, post-abortion haemorrhage 2.2%, septic shock after
abortion 2.2%, pre-eclampsiasuperimposed on chronic hypertension 2.2%, pre-
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eclampsia 2.2%, separation of placenta with haemorrhage 2.2%, anesthesia
complications 2.2%, haemorrhage due to thrombocytopenia secondary to brain
metastases 2.2%, and non-traumatic rupture of the spleen 2.2%.

Conclusions:

The maternal mortality rate decreased in our hospital between 2010-2019
(36.9/10°) compared to previous years (44.2-72.5/10°). The various types and
causes of hemorrhage were the most common cause, the most common of
which was uterine inertia haemorrhage.

Key words:parental deaths, death rate, causes, International
Classification of Diseases from the World Health Organization.
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