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Summary of Research:

Research Title: Life skills availability level in the social studies books for the

fifth and sixth grades of basic education.

Based on the great importance of the subject of social studies in developing
the life skills of students if it built and designed to serve this purpose, the current
research is intended to identify the life skills available in social studies books—
which were developed by the Ministry of Education of the Syrian Arab Republic
in accordance with developed national standards and specific objectives— in a
step aimed at knowing the extent to which those books achieve the desired
goals, which may contribute to drawing attention to weaknesses, in the attempt

to avoid when developing this article.

The current research aimed at revealing the Life skills availability level in the
social studies books for the fifth and sixth grades of basic education in the Syrian
Arab Republic by analyzing their content, in addition to revealing the availability
level in the sample books according to the form of presentation (activity—text
phrase—question-image), and by type presentation (explicit-implicit). The
researcher followed the descriptive analytical approach to achieve the research
objectives, using a list of life skills to be provided in social studies books for the
fifth and sixth grades. The list included (35) subcategory divided into (5) major
fields of life skills which are: Environmental skills, Skills of Effective
communication with others, Social skills, Decision—making skill, Problem-solving
skill, and a content analysis card for sample books, which consisted of developed
social studies books for the fifth and sixth grades, which was first printed in the
academic year 2017/2018, the number of (4) books, two parts of each book

(part per semester).
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To achieve the objectives of the research the researcher asked the following

questions:

1.

What is the availability level of life skills in social studies books for the fifth

and sixth grades of the first cycle of basic education?

. What is the availability level of life skills in social studies books for the fifth

and sixth grades of the first cycle of basic education according to the form

of presentation (activity—text phrase—question-image)?

. What is the availability level of life skills in social studies books for the fifth

and sixth grades of the first cycle of basic education according to the type

of presentation (explicit-implicit)?

The research has found a group of the most important results as follows:

1.

The total number of ideas in the social studies books for the fifth and sixth
grades was (647) ideas. (322) ideas of which refer to some sub-
categories in the list of life skills that have been prepared. Thus, the
percentage of ideas that included life skills in the sample books is
(49.76%). Which means that life skills availability level in the social studies
books for the fifth and sixth grades of basic education was average.

Social skills came first with repetition of (133) times, and a percentage of
(41.3%), with medium availability, followed by skills of effective
communication with others with repetition of (94) times, and a percentage
of (29.19%) with medium availability. Both Environmental skills and
problem-solving skill came in third place with repetition of (41) times, and
a percentage of (12.73%), with low availability, and finally the Decision—
making skill with repetition of (13) times, and a percentage of (4.03%),

with low availability.
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3. The focus on the main fields of life skills ranged among the successive
grades. For example, the repetition of both environmental skills and
problem-solving skill is close to half of the repetition of effective
communication skills with others, which is also true for all these areas.

4. Interest in Environmental skills and Social skills continued to grow steadily,
while interest in other fields (Effective communication skills with others,
Decision—making skill, Problem—solving skill) has been decreasing from
fifth to sixth grade that follows.

5. The books completely neglected two subcategories related to (Identifying
the issue to be decided upon), and (Assessing the capabilities and
potentials available to solve the problem), because there was no repetition
for any.

6. The activities have the highest availability of life skills, with a percentage
of (52.17%), followed by the text phrases with (22.36%), then the
questions with (17.39%), and finally the images with (8.07%).

7. The percentage of explicit presentation of life skills in the content of these
books (65.83%), advanced on its implicit presentation, which reached
(34.16%).

The research has set a group of recommendations as follows:

1. Preparing an appropriate standard to include the proposed fields of life
skills in the social studies books for the fifth and sixth grades of basic
education in a planned, systematic and thoughtful manner.

2. Raising the level of interest in the field of Environmental skills in the social
studies books for the fifth and sixth grades, especially in the fifth grade
book.
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3. Raising the level of interest in the field of Decision—making skill in the
social studies books for the fifth and sixth grades, and assigning a special
unit to develop this skill in a deliberate and detailed manner.

4, Raising the level of interest in the field of Problem solving skill in the social
studies books for the fifth and sixth grades.

5. Following the standard of continuation in the organization of life skills fields
and their sub—categories in the social studies books for the fifth and sixth

grades, in line with classroom plans (1st through 4th).
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