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Introduction and Problem:

Reading disabilities are one of the most difficult types of difficulties in studying a
child and his life in general. Reading is a means of acquiring knowledge. The child can
not follow other subjects if he is unable to read and understand what he is reading.

There is no doubt that the skills of reading comprehension are important and
necessary skills that teachers should pay great attention to. However, the practices of
teachers on the ground are not commensurate with this importance. The researcher
noted through her experience in the field of education and through her knowledge of a
good number of teachers The methods used during reading classes are traditional and
ineffective for both ordinary students and pupils with learning difficulties. Therefore,
it is necessary to find modern and appropriate strategies to develop these necessary
skills. (2002), in which the researcher showed that the failure of some students to
understand reading may leave the school students to feel delayed from their peers.
Some studies have also emphasized the importance of developing reading
comprehension through modern teaching strategies.

Many attempts have been made to explain the lack of reading comprehension among
children with learning disabilities, many of which have asserted that the reason for the
lack of learning disabilities is the ability to organize. For example, the cognitive trend
finds that the reasons for learning disabilities for those with learning disabilities are
due to the lack of The strategy of thinking maps is the best strategy to achieve this goal
as it helps the student to arrange and classify facts and ideas using colors and drawings
and depends on the formation of a basic concept in the center of the map, These studies
have all demonstrated the effectiveness of this strategy in different fields. However, the
studies that have been conducted in different fields have been studied in different ways.
The study of the impact of this strategy on the development of reading comprehension
skills in children with reading difficulties is few and almost rare. This led the researcher
to undertake a study to verify the effectiveness of this strategy in developing reading
comprehension skills. Next: What is the effectiveness of a program based on strategy
maps thinking in the development of reading comprehension skills among pupils with
learning disabilities?

Study Hypotheses:
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.1There were no statistically significant differences between the intermediate grades
of the students in the experimental and control groups in the post-application of the
reading comprehension test.

- 2There are no statistically significant differences between the middle grades of
students with reading difficulties in the experimental group in the tribal and remote
application to test the reading comprehension.

.3There are no statistically significant differences between the intermediate grade
levels of the experimental group students in the post-application and deferred
applications to test reading comprehension.

4There were no statistically significant differences between the middle grades of
students with reading disabilities in the experimental group in the post-application of
the reading comprehension test according to gender variable.

Obijectives of the study

- 1Detection of the effectiveness of a program based on maps thinking in the
development of reading comprehension skills among students with learning disabilities
- 2Detection of the continuity of a program based on maps thinking in the development
of reading comprehension skills among students with learning disabilities.

Study Approach:

The nature of the study and the achievement of its objectives require the use of the
experimental method, especially as it is based mainly on "the ability of the
experimenter to control the conditions of the phenomenon in a pre-planned manner. It
stems from the principle that the effect of a mutant in another mutable variable can
isolate and study these transformations. (The List of Reading Comprehension Skills)
was applied to each of the experimental and control groups. The training program was
then applied to the experimental group only, After the application period immediately
applied measurement tool on the experimental Uday and control groups, and a month
after the completion of the application of the software tool applied again to the only
experimental group (measurement deferred.(

Study variables:

.1Independent variables: variables that look for their effect on dependent variables.
The independent variable in the present study is the proposed program based on
thinking maps.

- 267 -



.2dependent variables: variables that change according to independent variables, and
the variables dependent on the change in the skills of reading comprehension among
the experimental sample.

The study sample.

The sample of the study consisted of (20) students between 9 and 9.11 years, who
were compared to the fourth grade of basic education, divided equally into 10 students
of the experimental sample and 10 students of the control sample, Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-1V), selected from Adnan al-Maliki and
Al-Zuhour in Al-Hasakah

Study Tools:
The study used two types of tools

First, the tools for screening and diagnosing students with reading difficulties were
as follows:

- 1Test matrices successive John Raven (Rahma, 2004..)

.2Audiovisual Audiovisual Tests Group (Wagf, 1998.)

.3School records.

I1. Tools for measuring and developing reading comprehension among students with
learning disabilities:

- 1List of reading comprehension skills (preparation of the researcher.

- 2The training program based on strategy maps thinking (prepared by the
researcher
Results.

The study concluded:

- 1 There are statistically significant differences between the middle grades of the
grades of students in the experimental and control groups in the post-application to
test the reading comprehension in favor of the experimental group.

- 2There are statistically significant differences between the middle grades of
students with reading difficulties in the experimental group in the tribal and remote
application to test the reading comprehension in favor of the post-application.

- 3There are no statistically significant differences between the intermediate grade
levels of the experimental group students in the post-implementation and deferred to
test reading comprehension.
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- 4There are no statistically significant differences between the middle grades of
students with reading difficulties in the experimental group in the post-application to
test the reading comprehension according to gender variable.

Recommendations and proposals of the study.

.1Make use of the results of the current study and work on the organization of
ongoing training programs based on the strategy of thinking maps of many groups of
students with learning disabilities and at different ages.

.2Develop a guide on how to use the strategy of thinking maps and their different
models in developing reading comprehension skills among students with learning
difficulties in Syria.

.3Training teachers and specialists with learning disabilities to employ strategies of
thinking maps in their educational and educational programs.

4Highlighting the needs of students with learning difficulties regardless of their
gender, and working on developing their reading comprehension skills using
strategies of thinking maps.

.5Study the effectiveness of a program based on strategy maps thinking in the
development of written expression skills among different groups of students with
learning disabilities and at different ages.

.6Study the effectiveness of a program based on the strategy of thinking maps in the
development of cognitive thinking skills among pupils with learning disabilities
reading and writing.

7. Studying the prevalence of difficulties in learning reading comprehension among
students of the basic stage in the Syrian Arab Republic in the light of gender and age
variables.
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