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ACTH (Adrenocorticotrophic Hormone)
ADH  (Antidiuretic Hormone)

BMI (Body Mass Index)

CT (Computed Tomography Scan)
FSH (Follicle Stimulating Hormone
FT4 (Free Thyroxine)

GH (Growth Hormone

IGF1 (Insulin-Like Growth Factor 1)
1Q (Intelligence Quotient)

LH (Luteinizing Hormone

MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging)
PRL (Prolactin)

TSH (Thyroid stimulating Hormone)
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Abstract

background and importance:

Craniopharyngioma is a rare benign embryonal tumor in children that arises in or near the Turkish
saddle area and is a tumor of low histological malignancy. The tumor consists of two components,
cystic and solid, or both.

Its danger lies because of its location near the pituitary gland, hypothalamus and optic chiasm, and
therefore optic and endocrine impairment may occur through its effect on the pituitary gland and
hypothalamus, causing significant glandular insufficiency that must be detected early to start the

appropriate hormone replacement.

materials and methods:

A descriptive retrospective study where children with craniopharyngioma and admitted to the
University Children's Hospital in Damascus from 1/1/2012 to 1/1/2020 will be studied, and
endocrine disorders will be studied before and after the surgical removal of the tumor. Children's
files were extracted and the required data were collected, then the data was extracted and

represented in tables, then discussed and compared with international studies.

Results :

The sample included (46) cases, and it showed a similar incidence rate between the two sexes, with
a slight predominance for males with a percentage of (52.2%), the average age at diagnosis was
(6-2 years), symptoms caused by high intracranial tension dominated at the time of diagnosis, where
headaches were seen by (71.7%) and vomiting (54.3%), endocrine disorders caused by tumors
were seen in varying proportions, whether before or after surgery, where central hypothyroidism was
seen before surgery by (31.8%), while this percentage increased after surgery and became
(64-3%). Central adrenal insufficiency was seen before surgery by (65.8%), this percentage
decreased after surgery to become (38.5%), insufficiency was seen before surgery by (43.5%),
while it became after surgery (50%), growth hormone deficiency was seen before surgery by (
62.1%).

The death rate was (39.1%).
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Conclusion:

Pediatric craniopharyngioma tumor has many endocrine, neurological, visual and other effects that
affect morbidity and mortality. Rapid diagnosis, early detection of the tumor, and selection of the
appropriate surgical strategy for each case may reduce complications and improve survival and

quality of life. .

key words : Craniopharyngioma, endocrine disorders, mortality.
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