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BOX 93-2 Classification of Malignancy-Related Ascites

Hepatocellular carcinoma

Malignant Budd-Chian syndrome (tumor embaoli in hepatic veins)
Malignant ymph node obstruction

Massive Iver metastases

Pentoneal carcinomatosis

Pentoneal carcinomatosis with massive liver metastases
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Abstract

Objective: The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence and the
epidemiology of causes of ascites among patients with ascites from Internal

Medicine department at Damascus University.

Methods: A cross sectional study was conducted at two tertiary care hospitals in
Damascus (Almouassat and Alassad University Hospitals). The data was collected
on a data collection form containing questions regarding basic patient information,
presenting symptoms, clinical signs and associated laboratory tests after taking
the informed consent. Data was analysed using SPSS 24 software. Results were
depicted descriptively with measures of central tendency, dispersion, frequency
and percentages using tables and graphs.

Results: Out of 250 patients included in this study, 135 (54%) were males and
115 (46%) were females. Mean age for males was 55.30+£14.69 and for females
52.10+20.21. Common causes of ascites were Peritoneal Malignancy (34.8%)
especially from Ovarian Cancer (34.8%) and Colon Cancer (30.3%) and Gastric
Cancer (15.7%), Liver Cirrhosis accounted for (32.8%) of total ascites patients,
Heart Failure (12.8%), Peritoneal Tuberculosis (8%) and Pancreatic Diseases
(2.4%) from the total study population. SAAG was found to be <1.1 mainly in
Peritoneal Malignancy (60.5%) and Peritoneal Tuberculosis (13.7%). Similarly,
SAAG = 1.1 particularly in Liver Cirrhosis (567.9%) and Heart Failure (22.2%).

Conclusion: In conclusion, Peritoneal Malignancy is the major cause of ascites in
our study conducted in Damascus, Syria. Liver Cirrhosis is also a main cause,
while chronic viral hepatitis infections (hepatitis B “HBV” and hepatitis C “HCV”)
are the main causes of Liver Cirrhosis. It is wise to consider and give priority to

these diseases whenever one is evaluating a patient with ascites.

Keywords: Ascites; Peritoneal Malignancy;Liver Cirrhosis,SAAG.

63



Syrian Arab Republic
Damascus University

Faculty of Medicine
Department of Internal medicine

Frequency of causes of ascites in patients admitted at
AL-Mouwasat and Al-AssadUniversity hospitals

A dissertation Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Master Degree in Internal Medicine

By
Shamiram Halawi

Supervisor
Prof. AhmedWassouf

2021

64



65



