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The Reality of Moral Education in Syrian Families and
Proposing a Guide to Improve It

(A Field Study in the Governorates of Damascus and
Al-Hasakah)

Abstract

This research aimed to identify the reality of moral education practiced by
Syrian families in the two research governorates to instill moral values in their
children, according to the assessment of the Syrian families in the research sample. It
also aimed to measure differences in moral education practices attributable to
variables such as (governorate, number of children, father's level of education,
mother's level of education, family's economic status, and marital status. The research
proposed a practical guide for improving moral education in Syrian families,
encompassing various aspects:(education methods, targeted values, addressing
obstacles, and the roles of fathers and mothers). This guide would be practical,
offering activities and applied models that families could utilize. The research
employed a descriptive-analytical approach. The original research population
consisted of all Syrian families residing in the governorates of Damascus and Al-
Hasakah who had children in late childhood and adolescence (ages 10-18). Given the
nature of descriptive-analytical research and to ensure appropriate representation and
statistically significant differences, the total sample comprised 750 families,
distributed as follows: 500 from Damascus Governorate and 250 from Al-Hasakah
Governorate. The current study relied on the following tool: a questionnaire on the
reality of moral education among Syrian families in the two studied governorates to
instill moral values in their children, consisting of 60 items. The most important
results of the research were:

1- The reality of the moral education practiced by Syrian families in the two
governorates of the study to instill moral values in their children, according to the

assessment of the research sample of Syrian families, was at a moderate level on the



total score of the questionnaire, where the value of the rank average was (2.90). The
most achieved axis, according to the research sample, was the eighth axis: (Methods
based on participation and practical activity), which ranked first with a mean rank of
(3.04). This was followed in second place by the fourth axis: (Methods based on
punishment) with a mean rank of (2.98). The fifth axis: (Methods based on religious
worship and practices) came in third with a mean rank of (2.92). The third axis:
(Methods based on reinforcement and reward) ranked fourth with a mean rank of
(2.908). The second axis: (Methods based on dialogue and persuasion) ranked fifth
with a mean rank of (2.90). The seventh axis: (Methods based on observation and
direct guidance) ranked sixth with a mean rank of (2.87). The first axis: (Methods
based on role modeling and example) ranked seventh with a mean rank of (2.85).
Finally, the sixth axis: (Methods based on stories) ranked eighth. The number of
stories (and stories) had a mean rank of 2.85.

2- There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
research sample's responses on the questionnaire regarding the reality of moral
education practiced by Syrian families in the two study governorates to instill moral
values in their children, according to the governorate variable (favoring families
residing in Damascus Governorate), according to the father's education level variable
(favoring fathers with a diploma or higher), according to the mother's education level
variable (favoring families where the mother has a diploma or higher), according to
the family's economic level variable (favoring families with a good economic level),
and according to the marital status variable (favoring families with a complete marital
status).

3- There is no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
research sample's responses on the questionnaire regarding the reality of moral
education followed by Syrian families in the two study governorates to instill moral
values in their children, according to the number of children variable.

1. Design a simplified, practical guide based on the results of this study, targeting
families in different governorates. This considers regional differences (such as the
differences between Damascus and Al-Hasakah governorates) and offers activities and

practices applicable to various socioeconomic conditions.



2. Design intensive and simplified support programs specifically targeting families in
rural or disadvantaged areas (such as Al-Hasakah Governorate) and families with low
levels of parental education.

3. Provide specialized psychological and educational counseling programs for families
experiencing separation or the loss of a parent, to help them compensate for the lost
educational opportunities for their children.

4. Programs targeting Syrian families, especially considering the crisis, should include
an educational support package that equips families with essential parenting skills.

5. Given the correlation between a good economic standard and high moral standards,
policies should be implemented to improve income and provide economic support to
families, which will positively impact their stability and educational capacity.

6. Encouraging parents, especially in less developed areas, to pursue their education,
as the results showed that higher educational levels of parents are associated with

better parenting practices.
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