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Abstract

Most Historical studies and researches on the Arab and Islam history have always
focused on the political and civic characteristics of nations. As a result of the importance of
economic social conditions and natural disasters, there are a few studies that have dealt with
these points because they so affect its policy and its future recording of its history .

The importance of this research arises from the fact that it deals with the economic and
social crises and natural disasters in Irag and the Levant. This research discusses their impact
on the political status of the Abbassy caliphate, and the inhabitant, at all levels political ,
economic and social. It also discusses how the Abbassy caliphate deal with these crises that
affected the course of its policy and forced or obliged the caliphate to change policy by
issuing different decisions to deal with these crises.

On the first hand , close attention has been given to the economic crises in Irag and their
impact on the political status in (Y'Y — ¢¢v H/Ve. — Y.20 AD ) such as wars. Also attention
has been given to factors that deepened the effect of these crises such as wealth and
extravagance, some regions breaking ties with the Abbassy caliphate and inventing a new
post. the prince of princes to deal with economic crises that proved to be a major failure, that
influenced all and the response of the caliphate.

These economic problems were the result of wars and separatists’ movements that took
place throughout the Caliphate territories. These movements were treated fiercely to be under
control during the reign of power, while they were treated in a less decisive way during the
reign of weakness .

Of course, the separatists movements and the efforts exerted to extinguish them lead to
economic crises characterized by lack of food supplies, absence of some goods, of life
standards.

This means that wars and natural disasters produced economic and social crises in Iraq
that developed into separatists' movements such as the rebellion of Al Mousel , Al Zat , Al
zange and Al Quaramita rebellions. These crises were the cause of society's sufferings from
hunger, homelessness, displacement and deaths. This led to the spread of diseases and
epidemics. In addition, the variety of religions, sects and races in Iraq resulted in social crises
for the people. Furthermore, the weakness of the Abbassy caliph, the dominance of the non —
Arabs on the caliphate, the role played by the caliphs wives, governors and the spread of
corruption prolonged the period of social crises.

On the other hand, what happened in the Levant during this period was different from
what had happened in Irag. Here an organization called "Events " emerged to play
contradictory roles . It sometimes depended the nation against enemies and stood against
tyrants who ruled the nation , while at some other times it because the cause of some social
crises , what made things worse was the Arab tribes trying to attack villages and cities in the
Levant to occupy the region . This coincided with the attacks of Al Quaramitan and
Byzantines whine.

Then there came the natural disasters, in Iraq and the Levant, to increase the suffering of
the people such as earthquakes, fires, floods, drought, locust attacks, and ruining the
inhabitants’ houses and shops adding to this the huge number of deaths resulting from
ilinesses and epidemics, on the one hand This encouraged caliphs to deal with this bad
situation by paying money to repair damage and by encouraging physicians to find ways to
stop the spread of diseases and epidemics, on the other hand.

Key words : Economic crises, Social crises, Natural disasters, Irag in the Abbasid era, The
Levant in the Abbasid era.
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