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Egyptian RailWays
Beginning, Rise and Effect

After a careful documented study of communication field, especially rail
communication in the 19" cent. AC and the beginning of the 20™ cent. AC, in
Egypt, this thesis came to the conclusion mentioned in the following points:

- The Industrial Revolution which happened slowly between 1793 and 1815
caused effective changes in economical basis of the whole world; this was obvious
in the radical developments which united all the English civilization, political,
economical and social institutions. That is to say, the Industrial Revolution being
mere English idea, was spread throughout the European continent, then was
transferred and settled where it was suitable.

- This English revolution coincided with the first evolution of railways, which
could be evaluated as the best achievement which followed the Industrial
Revolution as one of its best results.

Changes in the volume of production were followed by changes in the means
of distribution, first with the patchy improvement of the roads, then with the canal
mania, and finally with the railways. Bulk goods and perishable goods could for the
first time be transported quickly and cheaply, thus making it possible to integrate
areas of agricultural and industrial production, as well as home and overseas
markets.

In the 19" cent., European involvement in Africa began a rapid spread inland
from a few coastal posts that would end in the partition of the entire continent. Early
signs of the domination to come were the collapse of Egyptian finances.

The Zeus Canal was completed in 1869, the shares in its ownership held by
French investors and the Khedive of Egypt, who ruled as a monarch representing
the nominal suzerainty of the Ottomans. When he sold his shares in 1875, under
heavy debts, they were purchased by the British government. Determined to protect
their investments, the British and the French then established joint control over
Egyptian finances. In 1882, however, a nationalist revolt by the Egyptian army
against both the Khedive and foreign influences threatened this arrangement. The
British government decided to mount a show of strength and the Royal Navy
bombarded Alexandria to teach Egyptians that contracts must be met. In the
resulting chaos, a process that quickly occupied Egypt and the country remained
under their rule until after World War 1.

-The universally accepted date of birth for the railways is 1802, in which year the
British engineers patented a steam locomotive running on rails. And then iron
railways were opened, so in Britain where railways were born, and then were
established in Egypt for the benefit of the British forces. But it was undeniable that
they were a means of radical changes in this land, social, economical and political,
in spite of severe contradictions at the beginning of their start, by those who own
power and administration. Things were changed because of the great benefits
gained from them, and the exploiter started to run them widely. The enthusiasm
developed to what was then known as “the fever of rail tracks", which caused quick

- 363 -



widespread in backward countries. Britain as a great industrial state needed to
support more land for her economical free hand to be sure about bringing raw
materials, therefore the railroads turned to a weapon for achieving her needs.

-This period was coincided with the staying-behind Arab countries, under the
Ottoman ruling, which was isolated from the European development and social
progress.

-1t was sure that the backwardness of countries under the Ottoman Empire
encouraged colonial progress towards all Arab lands during the 19" cent., pushed
by the urgent need for the new industrial development which can be clearly noticed
by the English and the French governments, especially Egypt, being a suitable land
for English colonial penetration incontestably. Egypt was the shortest way to the
English colonies in the East, especially India, from which the English started to lay
power on the territories of the sea gulf. In the meantime, the Ottoman administrative
systems were a good means for the powerful European countries to achieve colonial
craving in Arab land, in general. But the emerge of Germany as a new powerful
state, in the colonial race course at the end of the 19" cent., disturbed the English
and the French, as well, consequently, they endeavor to get different investigations,
and the rail roads were the first, because they were the junction between Europe and
the Orient.

-The Ottoman state started to realize reformation, by adopting some aspects of
western civilization, by following the example of what was western, without
restriction. The first forty years of the beginning of the 19™ cent, several reforming
attempts were made by the Ottomans, under the pressure of the British who played
a great role to help the Ottomans to face the struggling powers which were aiming
at having their own control over the state, especially Russia and Germany. In this
case, England turned to help the Ottomans to follow the European constructional
plan in all aspects, so as to keep them strong while facing their enemies. These
attempts seemed to be effective investigate rail roads projects, in their pure
technical aspects which will need the help of the developing powerful state for
achieving them. Huge capitals were needed, and the government could not support
them alone. So, the British power could win the first privilege of the British power
outside Europe, and was able to spread the first railway in Egypt through the line of
Alexandria- Cairo- Zeus, in which the British benefactors primarily were
considered, that is the English company was offered the right of capitulation
directly. Forty years later, the privileges which the French could attain in the
Northern regions i.e. Syria, Jordan, Palestine, were not offered directly to foreign
companies, but were offered to the Turkish people who lack capital support.

-Throughout this thesis, | find that the rail roads in Egypt were primarily oriented
towards the British Colonial advantage and other states that looked after their
company profits from the rail road projects, without any regard for Egypt and her
needs. The retinal rail road represented a sample of colonial transportation which
runs from the sea- ports to the inner Egyptian cities and returns conversely.

-In fact, these railway privileges owned by foreign countries, in the Ottoman
lands, were but a means of controlling over the lands, as it was planned to distribute
them. This was already arranged by the European states at the end of the 19". Cent.,
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in the Berlin Conference of 1840, after which Great Britain occupied the Egyptian
land. So the Egyptian rail roads were used to serve the military activities during
World War 1.

-1t is important to point out that the widely extending foreign capitals to back up
the rail track- projects caused excess foreign wages in Egypt, and consequently
offended the Egyptians, leaded to dilemma between the Arab- British relations.
Egyptian nationalists called for facing the British colonization, and for the freedom,
meanwhile the Western countries were aiming at achieving their colonial plans.

-The rail roads in Egypt were of the long standing ones in the world after the
British rail. The First rail started from Cairo to Alexandria in 1854, 209 lengths, and
then all other rails were spread through Egypt.

At the beginning, there were no communicative bridges for people to cross from
one side of the rivers to the other side, instead they used a small ferry boat
(Ma'ddiya), so as to carry train passengers, and then the train should be replaced
over the railway.

-In 1858, the railway was complete until Sues city, by this achievement, the
railway project almost retreated. But the Khedive Ishmael (1863-1879) looked after
these rails by making several reformations so that they were extended all over
Egypt. Consequently, there came populousness and prosperity which facilitated
exchange of goods and trading between the city and country, and also traveling
from place to place.

-The telegram lines were also established side by side with the railways in Egypt
and Sudan as well, in addition to external telegram lines which included Malta,
Sicily, Istanbul and Eden. Then there came special rail roads for cotton corpse to be
directly transferred to Alexandria, and anther for sugar cane corpse, for their
destinations, the manufactures.

-The telephone lines and electricity were also established, parallel to the
railroads. This helped creating civil changes in all Egypt.

-Strangely enough to say that there were remarkable participation of some Jewish
capitalists in the project of the rail road in Egypt. There appeared many companies
under the names of Musa Katawy, Rofael Swars, Jacob de Menassa, or Menesha, a
well known family names in Egypt, supported by external financing loans from
Rochild.

-Actually, establishing rail roads in Egypt for the first time has its pros and cons,
which can be summarized as followed:

- The roads facilitated commercial exchange and trading.

- They helped achieving political, military, economical and social progress.

-They caused effective social changes in the 19" cent. AC.

- Traveling and going on journeys between the cities and villages became easy as
well as catering the commercial road rivers and road lands.

- They create chances for jobless people to work.

- There also were found new chances to enlarge one's income by establishing
restaurants and public rest- houses and cafeterias near the railway stations.

- They encouraged tourist activities.

- They helped the bedwins to settle after leading movable life.

* * *
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In the meantime, one can mention the things which were of no benefit for the
state of Egypt:

- The rail tracks badly affected on environment.

- They caused pollution, because of the steam that came out of the steam train.

- They lessened river and caravan transportations.

- They also lessened the number of workmen in this contest.

- They brought in foreign wages pay with high salary, while slave labor job was
practiced among the poor.

- They badly affected on economics as that was granted in industrial countries.

- They served the British economic in the first stage, rather than the Egyptian
economic.

Finally, some Egyptian handcrafts disappeared, as saddle- making craft.
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