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Abstract

This research addresses the problematic nature of hadiths that
seemingly contradict the well-known theological

doctrine of the infallibility (‘ismah) of the prophets (peace be upon
them). These hadiths may give an impression

of contradicting this doctrine, leading some to think that they
undermine the infallibility of the prophets.

These hadiths were collected from various sources within the scope of
the authentic Sunnah books and were critically

examined using an analytical and objective approach.

The study explores the relationship between these hadiths and the
principle of infallibility, investigating the views

of major scholars on the subject and their explanations. It also evaluates
the authenticity of the texts and the strength

of the evidences used by both proponents and opponents of the notion
that these hadiths do not contradict infallibility,

and thus maintains linguistic and contextual coherence.

The research found that the scholars have extensively addressed this
issue when discussing the infallibility of the

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in relation to sinning. Their
consensus is that the prophets are protected from

major sins and from persisting in minor sins, and that they are guided in
what they transmit from God in terms of

religious matters. As for matters unrelated to the conveyance of
revelation, some errors may occur from them, but not

in what relates to the conveyance of the message, and such errors are
corrected by God. These hadiths, which appear to

contradict infallibility, do not invalidate it but must be properly
interpreted.

Some of these hadiths may give an initial impression of contradiction,
but upon deeper analysis, it becomes clear that

the contradiction is superficial. The proper interpretation shows the
harmony between the hadiths and the doctrine of

infallibility. Full infallibility applies to matters of religion, teaching, and
conveying the message. Hence, such

hadiths do not negate infallibility nor should they lead to unjust
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accusations against the prophets.

As for the hadiths that discuss matters such as illnesses or human
conditions, they fall under God’s will for the

prophets to be examples for people, enduring trials and sharing in the
hardships of life. These trials, like sickness,

are part of the divine wisdom, and they do not contradict the infallibility
related to the conveyance of the message

or sinlessness.

The study concludes that the alleged contradictions between these
problematic hadiths and the doctrine of infallibility

are not real and can be resolved through detailed study and
understanding of the texts and the objectives of Islamic

law. Even if others have disagreed, what God has preserved is
significant.

Keywords: Hadith, problematic hadiths, infallibility, contradiction,
ambiguity, trial, error, sin.
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