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Abstract

Grapes play a great role in the national economy and national income.
This tree occupies a distinctive post among the fruitful trees in Syria,
because it comes second only after olive tree regarding the planted area,
while it occupies the first grade regarding the production.

Nevertheless through the secondary data show that the productivity
differs from a place to another both in the same governorate and from a
governorate to another in Syria; and it is noted also that the planted area is
decreasing during the recent years.

Therefore in this research will study the reasons that lie behind the
decrease in the grapes planted areas and the extent of technologies the
farmers adopt which will increase the output in the area unit , and to
discover the role of the agricultural Extension in developing this type of
farming. And consequently to suggest some procedures to be available for
the decision makers in order to encourage them to pay more attention to this
crop and to improve the conditions of its farming to get the most possible
quantity of product.

The study was carried out in Swaida governorate being ranked 2"
regarding the area and production rate in Syria. We have chosen Salkhad
and Swaida areas to be the subject of our study, because majority of land
planted with grapes is located in these two sites. Then we have chosen 10%
of the villages of these two sites and 10% of the number of grape farmers in
the selected area, so the total number of the sample become 130 farmers.

The results that we have achieved in the research denote that
majority of the studied sample (62%) are of the middle age class (38-64
years old), and the major part of them have reached the secondary education
stage of learning (23% of the total of farmers in the studied sample), while
those illiterate (can not read or write) have been 16%.

The majority of the studied sample were married people (88.5%).
The study has revealed that the dominant size of family is (5-8 persons) .
These families were 56% of the total families of the sample. The persons
who work as farmers only are 35%, and those who work as farmers and
employees were bigger (58.5%).

The majority of farmers who are land investors were owners as well
(90%). The rate of possession was 39 Donom for each farmer. The
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possessions that are less than 39 Donom were 67% of the total farmers of
the sample.
The grapes planted area occupied 35.4% of the total area of planted land.

The majority of the farmers of the sample (70%) were of the middle
income class. The income rate of the grapes farming was S.P. 100000 (one
Hundred Thousand Syrian Pounds). The sources of techniques used in
agriculture of grapes were varied . The Extension Unit (sponsored by the
government) and the field schools of farmers formed the most source of
information (77%).

The majority of the individuals of the sample (57%) have been
connected with the governmental Extension Unit with a medium relation but
22% of farmers have low relation.

The study suggests that there are many problems that the grapes farmers
suffer from, such as the high cost of work — the insufficiency of materials
used in the insectside materials, the high price of storing and the low price
of the crop. Each of these problems form 100%. Moreover, the insufficiency
of workers who provide the required services of the grapes crop was small
(38.4% of the total of farmers.

We found as well that a significant correlation is present in the extent

of the farmers’ applications of the technology used in grapes farming and
each of the following factors:
Age of farmer, level of education, annual income, the social participation ,
the socio- economic status , the relation between the farmer and the
Extension Unit, the source of information of the formers about the
techniques and the extent of the farmer’s knowledge .

The increase of prices of the marketed Verities to the factory and
finding the suitable places of storing were suggested by all farmers as
solutions to their problems. The decrease of prices of insecticides was
suggested by 92.3 of the total farmers of the sample. Holding training
courses (77%) was the ideal solution from the point of view of some of the
farmers especially from those who has a great trust in the agricultural
Extension.
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