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Israel and the US are losing the War

Patrick Seale, Gulf News

04/08/2006

In a word of wise advice to dumb political leaders, Denis
Healey, a former British defence secretary, used to say, "When

you're in a hole, stop digging!"

The US and Israel are in a deep and dangerous hole. They

urgently need to "stop digging” before the hole swallows them

up.

They are fighting, and losing, on three fronts Iraq, Lebanon and

Palestine. It seems that this is not enough for the more insane
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and hysterical among them who are clamouring to ‘extend the
war to Syria and Iran, and to the whole of what they like to call

the "Islamo-Fascist" world.

Israel denies it is involved in the Iraq war. But, in fact, it is as
much part of that conflict as the US is now part of the wars in
Lebanon -and Palestine. Israel participated in the strategic
planning for the Iraq war, which was designed to remove any

threat to i1t from the east.

Its neo-con friends in Washington egged America on to fight
and fabricated the phoney intelligence” which persuaded a
gullible president that smashing Iraq was necessary for

America's security.

Three years later, the US is up to its neck in the Iraqi quagmire,
squandering billions of dollars and losing men at the rate of
about one a day, but without the good sense or the will to hoist

itself out of the hole.

The wars in Iraq, Palestine and Lebanon are all inter-linked,
with US abuses in Iraq providing a model for Israel's
indiscriminate violence against civilians, and its breach of

international humanitarian law.
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Israel is merely doing what the US pioneered. When the
world's superpower creates conditions of international anarchy
by destroying the checks and balances of the international

system, lesser powers feel free to follow suit.
Fantasy

The pro-Israeli ideologues in Washington are still apparently
driven by the fantasy that the entire Middle East can be

restructured by military force to suit US and Israeli interests.

And the US president, worried about the looming mid-term
elections in November, is too stubborn and too ignorant to call

a halt to this madness.

The wars in Lebanon and Palestine are US-Israel wars, pre-

planned jointly and waged in close strategic coordination.

The Israelis do the fighting while the US provides the funding,
the weapons and the political and diplomatic cover. It has

delayed a ceasefire to give Israel time to "finish the job".

But the wars are not going their way. In both Lebanon and

Gaza, Israel might achieve some tactical gains like this week's
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commando raid on Baalbek but a strategic victory is almost

certainly unattainable.

Hezbollah and Hamas are not conventional armies which can
be wiped out on the battlefield, nor are they "terrorist

organisations" with no claim to recognition or respect.

They are national resistance movements deeply rooted in the
local population whom they represent and whose rights and

lives they seek to defend against Israel's repeated aggressions.

In Lebanon, Israel's immediate war aim appears to be to drive
Hezbollah and the local civilian population out of a 30
kilometre wide stretch up to the Litani River, in the hope that
an international force will then step in to disarm Hezbollah and

protect Israel from further rocket attacks. This is a pipedream.

Occupying south Lebanon will not protect Israeli forces from
further guerrilla attacks, such as that that drove them out in
2000, and no country will send troops to fight Hezbollah on
Israel's behalf.

As the French have made clear, an international force can be
deployed only with the consent of all the parties, Hezbollah

included, and only when peace is restored.

15



The moral and political cost to Israel of this ethnic cleansing
and state terrorism is exceedingly high. Israel's contempt for
Arab life and the laws of war has eroded the legitimacy it
managed to achieve in its brief 58 years of existence,
Thousands, perhaps tens of thousands, of outraged and

radicalised Arabs are itching to attack i,

This is the fundamental contradiction at the heart of Israel's
policy. By seeking to restore its dented deterrent capability by
brutal means by demanding the freedom to attack its enemies
while denying them the freedom to hit back Israel has created a

host of bitter and vengeful enemies.

Its vulnerability to asymmetrical warfare will be increased not

‘reduced by its pitiless campaigns on both fronts.

Unattainable

The wider US and Israeli aim of destroying Hezbollah and
removing all trace of Syria or Iranian influence from Lebanon,

is another unattainable fantasy.

For historical, confessional and social reasons, because of a
dense network of family and other ties, and because of shared

strategic and security interests, Syria and Iran will always have
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far greater sway in Lebanon than Israel or the US can ever

hope to have.

Whatever military surprises the next week or two may bring, it
is already clear that hatred for Israel and disillusion with
America will know no bounds, while Hezbollah will emerge

stronger from the battle.

By setting themselves impossible aims, [sracl and the US have

guaranteed their own failure.

The United States is now at an important crossroads in its
dealings with the Arab and Muslim world, Will it sink deeper

into hostility or can it find the wisdom to correct its aim?

There are experienced men in Washington who know what
needs to be done, men like Brent Scowcroft, national security
adviser to Presidents Gerald Ford and George Bush senior, and
Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter's national security
adviser but their voices are not heard in George W. Bush's
White House.

The problems of the region must be tackled frontally and

together, because they are interlinked.
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- The Israeli-Palestinian conflict must be resolved with the
creation of an independent Palestinian state based on the 1967
borders.

- The Israeli-Syrian conflict must be resolved with the return to

Syria of the Golan.

- Lebanon must be rebuilt with a massive injection of aid and

international guarantees for its future security.

- The US must start a bilateral dialogue with Iran aimed at
restoring diplomatic relations and recognising Iran's regional

interests and security fears.

- Israel must give up its vain ambition to dominate the region
militarily and should instead, safe within its 1967 borders,
conclude peace treaties with the entire Arab world based on

mutual respect and good neighbourliness.

Is this utopian vision the greatest pipedream of all? In the

meantime the killing goes on and everyone is a loser.
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resistance, represent, defend, aggressions, disarm, rocket
attacks, occupy, protect, guerrilla attacks, troops, deployed,

consent, parties, restored,

24



(2) g
5 plad¥! Jua!
‘How can we stand by and allow this to go on?'

Robert Fisk, The Independent
31/07/2006

They wrote the names of the dead children on their plastic
shrouds. "Mehdi Hashem, aged seven - Qana," was written in
felt pen on the bag in which the little boy's body lay. "Hussein
al-Mohamed, aged 12 - Qana', " Abbas al-Shalhoub, aged one -
Qana." And when the Lebanese soldier went to pick up Abbas's
little body, it bounced on his shoulder as the boy might have
done on his father's shoulder on Saturday. In all, there were 56
corpses brought to the Tyre government hospital and other
surgeries, and 34 of them were children. When they ran out of
plastic bags, they wrapped the small corpses in carpets. Their
hair was matted with dust, most had blood running from their

noSses.

You must have a heart of stone not to feel the outrage that
those of us watching this experienced yesterday. This slaughter

was an obscenity, an atrocity - yes, if the Israeli air force truly
25 '



bombs with the "pinpoint accuracy" it claims, this was also a
war crime. Israel claimed that missiles had been fired by
Hizbollah gunmen from the south Lebanese town of Qana - as
if that justified this massacre. Israel's Prime Ministcr, Ehud
Olmert, talked about "Muslim terror" threatening "western
civilisation" - as if the Hizbollah had killed all these poor
people.

For only 10 years ago, this was the scene of another Israeli
massacre, the slaughter of 106 Lebanese refdgces by an Israeli
artillery battery as they sheltered in a UN base in the town,
More than half of those 106 were children. Israel later said it
had no live-time pilotless photo-reconnaissance aircraft over
the scene of that killing - a statement that turned out to be
untrue when The In"dependem discovered videotape showing
Just such an aircraft IDVBI’ the burning camp. It is as if Qana -
whose inhabitants claim that this was the village in which Jesus
turned water into wine - has been damned by the world,

doomed forever to receive tragedy.

And there was no doubt of the missile which killed all those

children yesterday. It came from the United States, and upon a

fragment of it was written: "For use on MK-84 Guided Bomb

BSU-37-B". No doubt the manufacturers can call it "combat-
26



proven" because it destroyed the entire three—storey'housc in
which the Shalhoub and Hashim families lived. They had taken
refuge in the basement from an enormous Israeli bombardment,

and that is where most of them died.

I found Nejwah Shalhoub lying in the government hospitall in
Tyre, her jaw and face bandaged like Robespierre's before his
execution. She did not weep, nor did she scream, althuugﬁ'- the
pain was written on her face. Her brother Taisir, who was 46
had been killed. So had her sister Najla. So had her little méce
Zeinab, who was just six. "We were in the basement hldmg
when the bomb exploded at one o'clock in the morning," slib
said. "What in the name of God have we done to deserve this?
So many of the dead are children, the uld and women. Some of
the children were still awake and playmg. Why does the world *

do this to us?" : [

Yesterday's deaths brought to more than 500 the total civilian
dead in Lebanon since Israel's air, sea and land bombardment. ;
of the country begun on 12 July after Hizbollah membcrs;'l
crossed the frontier wire, killed three Israeli soldiers and
captured two others. But yesterday's slaughter ended more than "

a year of mutual antagonism within the Lebanese government

27



as pro-American and pro-Syrian politicians denounced what

they described as "an ugly crime",

Thousands of protesters attacked the largest United Nations
building in Beirut, screaming: "Destroy Tel Aviy, destroy Tel
Aviv," and Lebanon's Prime Minister, the normally unflappable
Fouad Siniora, called US Secretary of State Condoleezz.a Rice
and ordered her to cancel her imminent peace-making trip to

Beirut.

No one in this country can forget how President George Bush,
Ms Rice, and Tony Blair have repeatedly refused to call for an
immediate ceasefire - a truce that would have saved all those
lives yesterday. Ms Rice would say only: "We want a ceasefire
as soon as possible,' a remark f‘ollowed by an Israeli
announcement that it intended to maintain its bombardment of

Lebanon for at least another two weeks.

Throughout the day, Qana villagers and civil defence workers
dug through the ruins of the building with spades and with their
hands, tearing at the muck until they found one body after
another still dressed in colourful clothes. In one section of the
rubble, they found what was left of a single room with 18

bodies inside. Twelve of the dead were women. All across
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southern Lebanon now, you find scenes like this, not so
grotesque in scale, perhaps, but just as terrible, for the people
of these villages are terrified to leave and terrified to stay. The
Israclis had dropped leaflets over Qana, ordering its people to
leave their homes. Yet twice now since Israel's onslaught
began, the Israelis have ordered villagers to leave their houses
and then attacked them with aircraft as they obeyed the Israeli
instructions and fled. There are at least 3,000 Shia Muslims
trapped in villages between Qlaya and Aiteroun - close to the
scene of Israel's last military incursion at Bint Jbeil - and yet

none of them can leave without fear of dying on the roads.

And Mr Olmert's reaction? After expressing his "great sorrow",
he announced that: "We will not stop this battle, despite the
difficult incidents [sic] this moming. We will continue the
activity, and if necessary it will be broadened without
hesitation." But how much further can it be broadened?
Lebanon's infrastructure is being steadily tom to pieces, its
villages razed, its people more and more terrorised - and terror
is the word they used - by Israel's American-made fighter
bombers. Hizbollah's missiles are Iranian-made, and it was
Hizbollah that started this war with its illegal and provocative

raid across the border. But Israel's savagery against the civilian
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population has deeply shocked not only the Western diplomats
who have remained in Beirut, but hundreds of humanitarian

workers from the Red Cross and major aid agencies.

Incredibly, Israel yesterday denied safe passage to a UN World
Food Programme aid convoy en route to the south, a six-truck
mission that should have taken relief supplies to the south-
castern town of Marjayoun. More than three quarters of a
million Lebanese have now fled their homes, but there is still
no accurate figure for the total number still trapped in the
south. Khalil Shalhoub, who survived amid the wreckage in
Qana yesterday, said that his family and the Hashims were Just
too "terrified" to take the road out of the village, which has
been attacked by aircraft for more than two weeks. The seven-
mile highway between Qana and Tyre is littered with civilian
homes in ruins and burnt-out family cars. On Thursday, the
Israeli Army's Al-Mashrig radio, which broadcasts into
southern Lebanon, told residents that their villages would be
“totally destroyed" if missiles were fired from them. But
anyone who has watched Israel's bombing these past two
weeks knows that, in many cases, the Israelis do not know the
location in which the Hizbollah are firing missiles, and - when

they do - they frequently miss their targets. How can a villager
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prevent the Hizbollah from firing rockets from his street? The
Hizbollah do take cover beside civilian houses - just as Israeli
troops entering Bint Jbeil last week also used civilian homes
for cover. But can this be the excuse for slaughter on such a

scale?

~ Mr Siniora addressed foreign diplomats in Beirut yesterday,

telling them that the government in Beirut was now only
demanding an immediate ceasefire and was not interested any

longer in a political package 1o g0 with it. Needless to say, Mr

 Jeffrey Feltman, whose country made the bomb which killed

the innocents of Qana yesterday, chose not to attend.
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a heart of stone, outrage, slaughter, obscenity, an atrocity,
pinpoint accuracy, war crime, missiles, fired by, gunmen,
justify, massacre, threatening, refugees, artillery battery,

sheltered, reconnaissance aircraft, damned, doomed, tragedy.
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All Wars are Different: Lebanon, Israel and the
Maturing of the "Greater West Asian Crisis"

Fred Halliday, The Guardian

22/08/2006

All wars are different, but some are more different than others,
or 50 it would seem in the aftermath of the most recent war
between Israel and its neighbours. For all that this war,
tinexpected, but long brewing, and explosive in its
éonscquences, immediate and long term, bears similarities to
other conflicts in the recent history of the region, it is in some
very important respects different from, and more than, any of
these: it is more than an Arab-Israeli war of the kind seen on
five previous occasions since 1948; it is more than another
chapter in the wars of Lebanon, which began in 1975-6 and
lasted to 1990; it is more than, but most certainly linked to, the
wars that have in different parts of the region ensued from the

Iranian revolution of 1979, in Lebanon, as in Iraq.
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The first problem this war poses is that of evaluating how far
the distinct conflicts of the region are interrelated. 'In the
Middle East people always mix everything up with everything
else'. This, familiar, complaint, heard as much in the region as
outside it, has been often heard in recent decades as politicians
and commentators in the Middle East seek to put events of
individual countries or sub-regions into some broader regional,

when not global, context.

Such arguments have long been part of the rhetoric of the
region: thus the different phases of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the
Iran-Iraq wars, revolution in Yemen, civil war in Sudan or
Algeria, not to mention oil prices, sundry assassinations, and
the rise of islamist parties and guerrilla groups are all seen part
of some broader pattern, if not 'plot', 'conspiracy' or agenda.
Saddam when he invaded Kuwait in 1990 talked of 'linkage'
between this event and the Palestinian intifadha that had
broken out three years before, while the late King Fahd of
Saudi Arabia saw the Iraqi occupation of his neighbour as part
cﬂ‘ a 'Hashemite Encirclement', including Iraq, Jordan, the PLO

and Yemen.

The problem is that this time 'it', assimilation of individual
countries and events to a broader and determinant regional
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pattern, is to a considerable measure true: it isl not possible to
understand what is happening today, let alone what will happen
between Lebanon and Israel, or in Iraq or Afghanistan, or
indeed in Turkey and Libya, without seeing these events in the
broader regional and, to a considerable degree, global context,
understanding the latter to include US policy on the one hand,
and the shifting interests and power of the new states, Russia,
India and China, on the other. The 'Linkage’ of Persian Gulf to
Arab-Israeli conflict, of hitherto almost insulated Turkish
politics from the Arab world, of long remote Afghanistan to the
politics of Iran and the Arab states, and of Pakistan to the
Middle East as a whole has, in recent, years, become a reality.
It is reality of states, who look at each others' nuclear and other
programmes and react accordingly; it is a reality for the
opposition and military groups who operate in different states
of the region, and, very importantly in an age of satellite TV,
for public opinion; and it is a reality of the outside world,
particularly the USA and Europe, who are trying to contain and
manage, with almost no success, the tensions in the n_:gi-on. The
result is what can be seen on the wide, necessarily very wide,
screen on which individual wars and crises can be set, that of

the new 'Greater West Asia',
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The political character and extent of 'regions' is not fixed in
time: the scopes of 'Europe' and 'the Mediterranean' have, for
example, altered in recent decades. Few have noticed how, in
some respects, the Middle Eastern 'region' has shrunk in recent
decades: the affairs of Ethiopia and Eritrea, once seen as part of
the Middle East, and involving as they did the Arabs and Israel,
are no longer so connected. But the contrary process, of
expansion, has been stronger: in effect, since the mid-1990s, a
new region, not just a Middle East but a 'Greater West Asia’
has emerged, with the result that what appear as individual
conflicts - the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, the crisis in
Afghanistan, the current Israeli-Lebanese war - are connected,

and feed off each other.

This change is évident in the new pan-Islamic consciousness
that ties Arab with non-Arab causes and is also evident, with at
times dramatic effect, among young Muslims living in Europe.
But is also reflected in the language of US strategy: Bush has
talked of a 'Greater Middle East Initiative', one of the great
damp squids of all time, but his ‘Greater Middle East', while it
includes Afghanistan, as for the purposes of his 'War on Terror
it must, symptomatically excludes the country more

responsible than any for spreading terrorism, [slamic
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fundamentalism, nuclear proliferation and base, greedy,
corruption across the region, the 'rogue state' par excellence,
Pakistan. If future historians want to know why Iran decided to
go ahead with its nuclear programme it is in considerable
measure because of the Pakistani decision to explode nuclear
weapons in 1998; if they want to know who organised,
promoted, funded and, indeed, still protests the Taliban and Al

Qaida, the answer is the same.

For these reasons, this war is different. It is not just the sixth
Arab-Israeli war, a revival of the Lebanese civil war, or an
internationalisation of the second Palestinian Intifadha, let
alone another outbreak of the 'Global War Against Terrorism',
although it is all of the above: rather it is an episode, by far the
least bloody, of another, broader and more protracted conflict,
one that has multiple centres - Afghanistan, Iraq, now Lebanon,
that involves a rapidly shifting coalition of regional states with
political and social movements, and which has, we can now see
with the hindsight of over two decades, been in train since the
late 1970s, and in particular since the two strategic detonations
of 1979, the Iranian revolution of February and the Soviet

intervention in Afghanistan in December,

K}



The originality of thé most recent Lebanese conflict is, in
several respects, evident enough. First, the major protagonists
on the Arab side are not states, but an armed political group, an
organisation that will prove much more difficult to negotiate
with, and to reach any binding ceasefire or other agreement
with, than was the case in earlier wars: in the one earlier Arab-
Israeli war in which significant non-state forces were involved,
that of 1948-9, these latter were simply smashed, and
dispersed, in the overrunning of Palestinian society by the
newly established Israeli state, and only emerged two decades
later as an independent force. Secondly, insofar as states are
involved on the side of Hizbullah, as they most certainly are, in
the case of Syria and Iran, they will pursue their involvement in

a way quite different to the Arab states in earlier conflicts.

Given the passions and intetests involved, and the new
complexity of events, it is hardly surprising that few ready
solutions or even stopgap measures are available: this one
looks set to run and run. It is a new and indeed more interactive
Middle East, but not the one many had hoped to see. Pointless
now to ask who has won, and who has lost: this game is much

longer than the four weeks just past in southern Lebanon.
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context, rhetoric, phases, mention, sundry assassinations,

guerrilla groups, broader pattern, plot, conspiracy, agenda,

linkage,
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America has thrown all caution to the winds
Marwan Kabalan, Gulf News
64)06;2904

In a discussion on moral choices in foreign policy, Robert
Jackson, a prominent American scholar in international

politics, identified three main considerations that guide military

“intervention on the international arena. They are, he wrote:

"The devotion to one's own national interests and the well
being of his citizens; respect for the legitimate interests and
rights of other states and for international law; and respect for
human rights and for common morality". All these
considerations, American officials insist, have guided their

decision to intervene militarily in Iraq in 2003.

If we verify these claims, however, we find that most of them
are untrue. The first consideration, for example, would oblige
the Bush administration not to intervene militarily unless there

is a case of national interest or national security and then not to
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involve the country and its citizens in any undue risks or

engagements abroad.

The emphasis here, for any statesman, is to give priority to the
safety and security of his people and not to those of other
states. These considerations are to be placed morally prior to
any international commitments undertaken or any sympathies
felt for countries trapped by endemic problems, such as, ethnic
cleansing, mass killings, oppression, military rule, massive

human rights violations and civil wars,
Justifiable action

Such considerations would make humanitarian action
Justifiable only if there ‘vere no significant risks to the national
interest or costs to the population of the intervening country.
President Bush, who persistently claims he intervened
militarily in Iraq to make America a safer place, did not respect

the first rule of engagement.

He did not, for example, find weapons of mass destruction and
long-range missiles - once claimed to have posed a significant
threat to mainland America. He did not make the Middle East a

better place — a vital interest for the US, and above all, he did
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not make Americans feel safer after the overthrow of Saddam

Hussain.

Americans are getting killed almost daily in Iraq and their
interests are being targeted nearly everywhere. No doubt, they

were safer before the invasion of Iraq.

The second consideration is related to the norms of
international law. The obligations of states are part and parcel
of the rights and duties they obtain from mutual recognition as

sovereign members of the international community.

Refrain from intervening in the internal affairs of other states
is, therefore, part of a state's duties in international society and
is essential to gain the acceptance and respect it desires for

itself.

As a consequence, it is necessary for states, in the absence of
an over-arching authority with coercive power, not only to
abide by the agreements made with other states but also to act
in accordance with these agreements. This is an obligation to

international society as well as to a state's own citizens.

Military intervention, under these conditions, becomes

acceptable, where it is undertaken, only in agreement with
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international law and in consensus with international society,
such as under a UN mandate, The Bush administration did not
respect these obligations and went to war in Iraq against the
will of the international community and in violation of the UN

Charter.

The third consideration is concerned with human rights and
common morality. A statesman, it is assumed, is an ordinary
human being and, hence, shares solidarity and universality with
the rest of humanity. He is also better placed to assist and
defend other human beings from threats to their lives or
dignity. There is, therefore, an obligation to do whatever
possible to preserve justice and to protect human rights,
especially where it can be done at little sacrifice to oneself.

This is, essentially, the humanitarian factor for intervention,

Yet, if we examine US policy in the light of this factor, we can
hardly find a shred of truth in it. For decades, the US
government has turned a blind eye to the suffrage of Iraqis
under Saddam; and when the humanitarian factor was raised in
recent years, it was used to further strategic interests, not to
protect [ragis. Furthermore, the newly revealed pictures of US
soldiers humiliating, .abusing and mistreating naked [Iraqi
prisoners have made a sad ending to a false story.
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A year on after the invasion of Iraq, it can be argued with
almost absolute certainty that the US military interventron was
driven solely by ideological and structural factors related to the

position of the US as a hyperpower.

Independent variables

‘These two factors are the independent variables par excellence

in the US decision to intervene militarily in Iraq. The other
factors — security, morality and respect for human rights — were
employed only when they seemed to serve the ideological faith

and consolidate the hyperpower status of the US.
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moral choices, scholar, identified, guide, military intervention,
arena, devotion, legitimate interests, international law, common
morality, considerations, verify, claims, oblige, national
security, involve, undue risks, statesman, international
commitments, undertaken, sympathies, trapped, endemic
problems, ethnic cleansing, mass killings, oppression, military

rule, massive human rights violations, civil wars.

(5) s
g salai¥! Jea)
Israel's Political Turmoil
Sir Cyril Townsend, The Guardian
24/08/2006 1

For over twenty years | have been amazed by the foolishness of

Israel's senior politicians, almost irrespective of party, and have
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wondered how much they really reflect the true thinking of

those they represent.

They have come to believe, after being massively supplied with
military equipment by the United States, that might is right and
that overwhelming force can solve all their security problems.
They do not believe they have to negotiate seriously with their
neighbours, and do believe they can fix the future borders of
the State of Israel without regard to the opinion of their
neighbours. They think an absurd and hideous Wall costing
over $700m, to separate West Bank Arabs from Israel, will
protect them from tfrm wrath of the Palestinians, whom they

continue to oppress with great cruelty.

For just over a month, Israel's defence forces, the fourth
strongest on the globe, did battle with Hezbollah. Israeli public
opinion was in favour of resolute and decisive action to remove
the present and future threat of Hezbollah. Today many
[sraclis complain this was the worst campaign fought by their

State since it was founded in May 1948,

Although Israel fought Hezbollah before its withdrawal from
Lebanon six years ago, it still does not seem to understand it or

to have worked out how to confront it.
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Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and his Cabinet colleagues gave
the public totally unrealistic expectations and are now paying
the price. The defence chiefs Hopelessly misjudged the use of
air power against such an enemy, which does not have the
military infrastructure of a state, such as military airfields,
storage depots and barracks., At one stage it was announced
Israeli tanks would advance to the Litani River: in reality
skirmishes with Hezbollah's suicide fighters only a few miles

over the border continued until the ceasefire on 14th August.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert experienced astonishingly high
poll ratings at the outbreak of hostilities but is now down to an
approval rating of only 43%. Amir Peretz, the Defence
Minister, should resign according to 57% of those asked in a
poll. Under such pressure, he has sensibly appointed a
committee of inquiry, under the Chairmanship of a former
army chief. According to The Times (17th August) this
inquiry will examine:-"...thelmilitary state of readiness before
and during the 34-day conflict, amid allegations that it was ill-
prepared, had bad intelligence about Hezbollah's capabilities

and was too timid in launching a large-scale ground campaign."

The newspaper Yediot Ahronoth reported that 70% of those
asked believed that Israel should not have accepted a ceasefire.
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Maariv said that 53% \;vcre against a ceasefire on the given
terms. The anger and frustration in Israel, where some half a
million people fled their homes, was also demnﬁstrated by a
call by some two-thirds of those consulted for Sheikh Hassan
Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, to be assassinated even if
this meant the conflict being restarted. 63% wanted Iran's
nuclear facilities to be dcstru‘nyed - which is alarming bearing in
mind Iran's likely retaliation and the total disregard of
international law. There can be no doubt that Israelis are well

aware their country did not come out well from this conflict.

Ariel Sharon, when Prime Minister, boldly created the Kadima
party at the end of 2005, and it gained 28 seats in the 120-seat
Knesset in the last General Election. But it looks possible it
might now splinter apart as quickly as it came together. It is
expected that some of those who crossed over to Kadima from
Likud will make their way back again. The name of Shaul
Mofaz, the previous Defence Minister, is mentioned in this

context.

Kadima claims to want to build on the foundations laid by
Ariel Sharon, in particular his plans to remove 70,000 Jewish
settlers from occupied Arab land. (170,000 would remain!)
The mood in Israel is such that withdrawing settlers looks
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unlikely in the foreseeable future. This raises the obvious

question: what is Mr Olmert going to do as Prime Minister?

Binyamin Netanyahu, Leader of the Opposition Likud Party,
has felt free to attack the Government following the passing of
UNSCR 1701 and the ceasefire: "It must be said honestly, there
were many failures. Failures in identifying the threat, failures
in preparing to meet the threat, failures in the management of

the war, failures in the management of the home front."

The present ceasefire is extremely fragile, and Hezbollah has
stated baldly that it is not going to disarm. Hezbollah's ﬁghtcrs
have concealed their weapons; the old description in Ireland
was to put the pike back under the thatch. They have slipped

back to their villages.

Against such a background there is a big temptation for Ehud
Olmert to find an excuse to have another major go at
Hezbollah,
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Ceasefire, given terms, frustration, fled, demonstrated,
consulted, assassinate, nuclear facilities, alarming, retaliation,

general election, splinter apart, crossed over,

(6) gasa
g oslas¥ Juayl
Consequences of the Lebanon war
Patrick Seale, Gulf News

18/08/2006

Who won and who lost? It would appear that the Tehran-
Damascus-Hezbollah axis has emerged more confident from
the Lebanon war, while the United States and Israel look
politically weaker, morally tarnished and acutely vulnerable to

guerrilla warfare.

Israel's war on Lebanon was not a "just war". The capture of

two Israeli soldiers on July 12 which Hezbollah hoped to
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exchange for Lebanese prisoners held in Israeli jails for nearly

30 years cannot serve to justify the destruction of Lebanon.

Brutal, wanton and hugely disproportionate, the war was pre-
planned with Washington. It was waged to destroy Hezbollah
and install in Beirut a government submissive to Israel and the
United States. But it was also waged to weaken Hezbollah's
sponsors, Iran and Syria, and perhaps expose them to attack in

turn. It has achieved the exact opposite.

An immediate consequence of the war has been to increase the
stature of Hezbollah and its charismatic leader, Hassan
Nasrallah,

Although its fighters must soon withdraw from the border areas
as Israel moves out and the Lebanese army and a beefed up
Unifil gradually move in it is highly unlikely that Hezbollah, as
an armed political movement, will be dismantled, or even

disarmed at least not in the near future,

Israel has failed to do the job and neither the Lebanese

government nor anyone else is willing or able to attempt it.
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Hezbollah's domestic opponents will seek to blame it for
having provoked the massive damage to Lebanon's

infrastructure and the killing of over one thousand civilians.

A million refugees are now streaming home in deplorable

conditions to their shattered towns and villages.

As the main representative of a community of some 1.4 million
people, Hezbollah is bound to play a major role in rebuilding
southern Lebanon, the Beka'a valley and the southern suburbs

of Beirut, devastated by Israeli bombardment.

Far from reining in Hezbollah as Israel and the United States
demand the Shiite community may now demand a greater say
in the country's affairs. Lebanon's institutions may have to be

adjusted to take account of the new realities of power.

Another consequence of the war is that it has sharply reduced
the likelihood of an attack on Iran or Syria. Washington's
neocons, such as Michael Ledeen of the American Enterprisc
Institute, William Kristol of the Weekly Standard and other
such fanatics, continue to call stridently for the violent
overthrow of the regimes in Damascus and Tehran, but neither

Israel nor the US would seem to have the stomach for it.
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Deterrent capability

Before the Lebanon war, Iran may have hesitated about the
wisdom of building a nuclear weapon. Today, it must surely be
racing to acquire the deterrent capability which nuclear
weapons can provide. In the aftermath of the Lebanon war, it is
hard to see how, or by whom, Iran's nuclear programme could

be interrupted, let alone ended.

The American press continues to speculate about an American
strike to destroy Iran's facilities, but most experts rule out any
such dangerous adventure. US President George W. Bush may

be ignorant and stubborn, but he is not insane.

Yet another result of the war has been to bring Syria in from
the cold. Politicians and commentators in the US and Europe
and even Israel's Defence Minister Amir Peretz have remarked
on the need to involve Syria in any permanent settlement of the

region's conflicts.

The war has brought to international attention the two
preconditions for a lasting peace in Lebanon. They are the
return of the Golan to Syria and the i-ccognitiun that Syria has a

legitimate interest in preventing a hostile foreign power
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establishing its influence over Lebanon, as this would

constitute an intolerable threat to Syria's national security.

Bush and President Jacques Chirac of France have, for their
different reasons, attempted to exclude Syria altogether from

Lebanese affairs.

Israel's Foreign Minister Tsipi Livni has followed suit, saying
this week that "Syria must understand that Lebanon is taking

off ... in a different direction without them".

These are vain hopes, contradicted by the situation on the
ground. It is Israel that must keep out of Lebanese affairs, and

stay out.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's "unilateralism" inherited from
Ariel Sharon but which he hoped to extend is another victim of

the conflict.

The unilateral withdrawal from Gaza, while maintaining
Israel's cruel siege, has led to missile attacks on Israeli towns in

the Negev.

The attempt to destroy the democratically-clected Hamas

government has led to something like war. Although some 200
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Palestinians have been killed in the last six weeks, there is no

sign that Hamas is ready to surrender.

Meanwhile Olmert's so-called "convergence plan" a land grab
on the West Bank without reference to, or negotiations with,

the Palestinians seems moribund.

Will the Olmert government fall? Will the debacle benefit the
Right or the Left? Will the chief of staff, Air Force General
Dan Halutz, be forced to go, as several Israeli commentators

are demanding?

There is as yet no sign that Israel is ready to confront the real
questions raised by the Lebanon war. Will it press on with its
West Bank expansion and refuse to withdraw from the Golan,
or will it be persuaded to negotiate with the Palestinians and
Syria on the basis of the land-for-peace formula of Security
Council Resolution 242 of 19677

Will it seek to restore its absolute military superiority over the
entire Arab region or will it accept some form of a balance of

power or at least a balance of deterrence?

The answer to these questions will determine whether Israel

can live in peace and security in the region or whether it will
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have to face a more or less permanent insurrection by its

helpless neighbours.

How long will the present truce last? A lot will depend on
whether opinion in Washington and Israel is ready to accept

and digest the geopolitical lessons of the war.
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The Guns of August

Richard Holbrooke, The Washington Post

10/08/2006

Two full-blown crises, in Lebanon and Iraq, are merging into a
single emergency. A chain reaction could spread quickly
almost anywhere between Cairo and Bombay. Turkey is
talking openly of invading northern Iraq to deal with Kurdish
terrorists based there. Syria could easily get pulled into the war
in southern Lebanon. Egypt and Saudi Arabia are under
pressure from jihadists to support Hezbollah, even though the
governments in Cairo and Riyadh hate that organization.
Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of giving shelter to al-Qaeda and
the Taliban; there is constant fighting on both sides of that
border. NATO's own war in Afghanistan is not going well.
India talks of taking punitive action against Pakistan for
allegedly being behind the Bombay bombings. Uzbekistan is a

repressive dictatorship with a growing Islamic resistance.
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This combination of combustible elements poses the greatest
threat to global stability since the 1962 Cuban missile crisis,
history's only nuclear superpower confrontation. The Cuba
crisis, although immensely dangerous, was comparatively
simple: It came down to two leaders and no war. In 13 days of
brilliant diplomacy, John F. Kennedy induced Nikita

Khrushchev to remove Soviet missiles from Cuba.

Kennedy was deeply influenced by Barbara Tuchman's classic,
"The Guns of August," which recounted how a seemingly
isolated event 92 summers ago -- an assassination in Sarajevo
by a Serb terrorist -- set off a chain reaction that led in just a
few weeks to World War I. There are vast differences between
that August and this one, But Tuchman ended her book with a
sentence that resonates in this summer of crisis: "The nations
were caught in a trap, a trap made during the first thirty days
out of battles that failed to be decisive, a trap from which there

was, and has been, no exit."

Preventing just such a trap must be the highest priority of
* American policy. Unfortunately, there is little public sign that
the president and his top advisers recognize how close we are
to a chain reaction, or that they have any larger strategy beyond
tactical actions.
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American support for Israel is essential, as it has been since the
time of Truman; if Washington abandoned Jerusalem, the very
existence of the Jewish state could be j‘copardized, and the
world crisis whose early phase we are now in would quickly
get far worse. The United States must continue to make clear
that it is ready to come to Israel's defense, both with American

diplomacy and, as necessary, with military equipment.

But the United States must also understand, and deal with, the
wider consequences of its own actions and public statements,
which have caused an unprecedented decline in America's
position in much of the world and are provoking dangerous
new anti-American coalitions and encouraging a new
generation of terrorists. American disengagement from active
Middle East diplomacy since 2001 has led to greater violence
and a decline in U.S. influence. Others have been eager to fill
the vacuum. (Note the sudden emergence of France as a key

player in the current burst of diplomacy).

American policy has had the unintended, but entirely
predictable, effect of pushing our enemies closer together.
Throughout the region, Sunnis and Shiites have put aside their
hatred of each other just long enough to join in shaking their
fists -- or doing worse -- at the United States and Israel.
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Meanwhile, in Baghdad, our troops are coming under attack by
both sides -- Shiite militias and Sunni insurgents. If this

continues, the U.S. presence in Baghdad has no future.

President Bush owes it to the nation, and especially the troops
who risk their lives every day, to reexamine his policies. For
starters, he should redeploy some U.S. troops into the safer
northern areas of Iraq to serve as a buffer between the
increasingly agitated Turks and the restive, independence-
minded Kurds. Given the new situation, such a redeployment
to Kurdish areas and a phased drawdown elsewhere -- with no
final decision yet as to a full withdrawal from Iraq -- is fully
justified. At the same time, we should send more troops to
Afghanistan, where the situation has deteriorated even as the
Pentagon is reducing U.S. troop levels -- which is read in the

region as a sign of declining U.S. interest in Afghanistan.

On the diplomatic front, the United States cannot abandon the
field to other nations (not even France!) or the United Nations.
Every secretary of state from Henry Kissinger to Warren
Christopher and Madeleine Albright negotiated with Syria,
including those Republican icons George Shultz and James

Baker. Instead, administration officials refuse direct talks and
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say publicly, "Syria knows what it must do" -- a statement that

denies the very point of diplomacy.

The same is true of talks with Iran, although these would be
more difficult. Why has the world's leading nation stood aside
f'c;r over five years and allowed the international dialogue with
Tehran rto be conducted by Europeans, the Chinese and the

United Nations?

Containing the violence must be Washington's first' priority.
Finding a stable and secure solution that protects Israel must
follow. Then must come the unwinding of America's disastrous
entanglement in Iraq in a manner that is not a complete
humiliation and does not lead to even greater turmoil. All of
this will take sustained high-level diplomacy -- precisely what
the American administration has avoided in the Middle East.
Washington has, or at least used to have, leverage over the

more moderate Arab states; it should use it again.

And we must be ready for unexpected problems that will test
us; they could come in Turkey, Pakistan, Egypt, Jordan or even
Somalia -- but one thing seems sure: They will come. Without
a new, comprehensive st;ategy based on our most urgent

national security needs -- as opposed to a muddled version of
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Wilsonianism :- this crisis is almost certain to worsen and

spread.
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Turning to the U.N., Again  °

Richard Holbrooke, The Washington Post

28/06/2006

In a little-noticed announcement in President Bush's news
conference on June 14, the day he returned from Iraq, he said
that he would send two personal emissaries to New York to
consult with UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan on the
political and economic future of Iraq. The next day, still with
remarkably little public attention, Philip Zelikow, the counselor
of the State Department, and Deputy Treasury Secretary Robert
Kimmitt met with Annan and his deputy, Mark Malloch
Brown, at the secretary general's Sutton Place residence. There

was no one else present.

The two presidential envoys asked Annan to use his unique
"convening powers" to help organize international meetings
that would lead (by this fall, the Americans hope) to the
unveiling of a new "Iraq Compact" -- an agreement between

the Iraqi government and major international donors that would
81 |



commit Baghdad to a series of political and economic reforms
in return for substantially more international aid. (Iraqi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki called Annan the same day to make

an identical request).

This is a good idea -- and quite similar to suggestions from
many administration critics. With the battle for Baghdad
raging, it remains to be seen whether an Iraq Compact will
work -- or even get off the ground -- but it is certainly an
important step in the right direction for Iraq and for American

policy.

For Annan and the United Nations, Bush's request poses an
ironic and difficult challenge. On the one hand, the
administration is asking for help on the worst problem it faces,
acknowledging, however belatedly and rcmctantly, that once
again, the United Nations is not only relevant but at times
indispensable to the United States. On the other hand, the
resentment among the majority of U.N. member states over the
way the institution has been treated recently, especially by
Washington's current U.N. ambassador, makes any effort to get
the United Nations to help the United States far more difficult.
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How to treat the United Nations has been a particular dilemma
for President Bush, since opponents of the organization form
an important part of the administration's core constituency.
Internal disagreements over the past five years about whether
to support it or abandon it, to use it or bypass it, have both
weakened the organization and led to reduced U.S. influence
even as more and more intractable issues are thrown into its
hands.

The United Nations is facing major budgetary problems caused
primarily by American insistence on a six-month budget cycle
instead of the normal two-year cycle. [t must deal with growing
shortfalls in the U.S. contribution to peacekeeping funding,
despite Washington's calls for more peacekeepers in Darfur and
elsewhere. And it is confronted by a deadlock over rebuilding
the headquarters complex in New York -- a deadlock whose
main cause is the administration's failure to push Congress for
proper funding. (This is particularly difficult to understand,
since the U.N. signature building, its 38-story East River office
tower -- built in 1950 and never subject to modern safety codes
-- is widely acknowledged to be the major building in New

York most vulnerable to a terrorist attack, For example, when
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the president visits it, the Secret Service closes down FDR

Drive beneath it -- but what about the rest of the time?).

Still, even though Annan and the world body have been
diminished by Washington, he and his colleagues simply
cannot refuse to help on the Iraq matter; it is their
responsibility as international civil servants to go where the
problems are worst and then to do their best. And, on the basis
of private talks with Annan, Malloch Brown and administration
officials, I have no doubt that they intend to do just that. In
fact, Malloch Brown has already agreed to travel to Baghdad
very soon for preliminary meetings that the United Nations and
the United States hope will culminate later this year in a high-
level conference in the region. As Annan moves into his last
six months as secretary general, this would be the right way to
end a turbulent decade in that office -- with a genuine

contribution to the cause of peace in Iraq.

It is, however, impossible not to note the irony and the
implications of what has happened in the past two weeks
between Washington and the United Nations. Once again, an
administration that has underfunded, undersupported and
undermined the United Nations has turned to it, almost in

desperation, for help.
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The lesson should be clear: Despite the enormously self-
destructive actions of many other member states, especially the
group of developing. nations called the G-77, the United
Nations still serves U.S. foreign policy interests in many
important ways. Not only Irag but also Iran, Darfur,
Afghanistan and the difficult negotiations just started over
Kosovo's final status -- all issues of vital importance to the
United States -- have now ended up in the United Nations. To
weaken this institution further, as has happened in recent years,
serves nmo clear American national security interest. To
strengthen it would make it more valuable to the United States
and to every nation that seeks conflict resolution, stability and
economic progress. With the maneuvering over the selection of
Annan's successor underway, it is time for Washington -- and
this must include Congress -- to put behind it a sorry period of
confusion and offer the United Nations more support, both
financial and political, in return for the things it needs in Iraq

and elsewhere.
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Anti-Americanism's Deep Roots

The Current Wave of Hostility Will Ebb. But This Is About
More Than the Iraq War.

Robert Kagan, The New York Times

19/06/ 2006

I recently took part in a panel discussion in London about civil
conflict and "failed states”" around the world, centered on the
interesting work of the British economist Paul Collier. The
panelists included the son of a famous African liberation-

leader-turned-dictator, the former leader of a South American
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guerrilla group, a Pakistani journalist, a U.N. official and the

head of a nongovernmental humanitarian organization.

Naturally, our reasoned and learned discussion quickly
transmogrified into an extended round-robin denunciation of

American foreign policy.

The interesting thing was that the Iraq war was far from the
main topic. George W. Bush hardly came up. The panelists
focused instead on a long list of grievances against the United
States stretching back over six decades. There was much
discussion of the "colonial legacy” and "neo-colonialism,"
especially in the Middle East and Africa. And even though the
 colonies in question had been ruled by Europeans, panelists
insisted that this colonial past was the source of most of the
world's resentment toward the United States. There was much
criticism of American policy during the Cold War for imposing
evil regimes, causing poverty and sufferiqg throughout the
world, and blocking national liberation movements as a service
to oil companies and multinational corporations. When the
moderator brought up nuclear weapons proliferation and Iran,

the panelists talked about Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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As for "failed states” and civil conflict, several panelists agreed
that they were always and everywhere the fault of the United
States. The African insisted that Bosnia and Kosovo were
destroyed by American military interventions, not by Slobodan
Milosevic, and that Somalia was a failed state because of
American policy. The Pakistani insisted the United States was
to blame for Afghanistan's descent into anarchy in the 1990s.
The former guerrilla leader insisted that most if not all _
problems in the Western Hemisphere were the product of over

a century of American imperialism.

Some of these charges had more merit than others, but even the
moderator became exasperated by the general refusal to place
any responsibility on the peoples and leaders of countries
plagued by civil conflict. Yet the panelists held their ground.
When someone pointed out that the young boys fighting in
African tribal and ethnic wars could hardly be fighting against
American "imperialism," the African dictator's son insisted
they were indeed. When the head of the NGO paused from
gnashing his teeth at American policy to suggest that perhaps
the United States was not to blame for the genocide in Rwanda,

the African dictator's son argued that it was, because it had
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failed to intervene. The United States was to blame both for the

suffering it caused and the suffering it did not alleviate.

The discussion was illuminating. There is no question that the
Iraq war has aroused hostility toward the United States around
the world. And there are many legitimate criticisms to be made
about America's conduct of the war. But it is wdrth keeping in
mind that this anger against the United States also has deep

roots.

The Iraq war has rekindled myriad old resentments toward the
United States, a thousand different complaints, each one
specific to a time and place far removed from the present
conflict. It has united a diverse spectrum of anti-American
views in common solidarity -- the Marxist Africans still angry
over American policy in the 1960s and '70s, the Pakistanis still
furious at America's (bipartisan) support for the dictator Gen.
Mohammed Zia ul-Haq in the 1970s and '80s, the French
theoreticians who started railing against the American
"hyperpower" in the 1990s, the Latin ex-guerrillas still waging
their decades-old struggle against North American imperialism,
the Arab activists still angry about 1948, At a conference in the
Middle East a few months ago, I heard a moderate Arab
scholar complaining bitterly about how American policy had
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alienated the Arab peoples in recent years. A former Clinton
official sitting next to him was nodding vigorously but then
suddenly stopped when the Arab scholar made clear that by

"recent years" he meant ever since 1967.

The Iraq war has also made anti-Americanism respectable
again, as it was during the Cold War but had not been since the
demise of the Soviet Union, People who a decade ago would
not have been granted a platform to spout the kind of
arguments 1 heard o, (his panel are now given star treatment in
the Western and global media. Such people were always there,
but no one was listening to them. Today they dominate the
airwaves, and this in turn is helping pmducc an increasingly
hostile global public opinion, as evidenced in a recent Pew

poll.

There are two lessons to be drawn from all this. One is that in
time the current tidal wave of anti-Americanism will ebb, just
as in the past. Smarter American diplomacy can help, of
course, as can success in places such as Iraq. But the other
lesson is not to succumb to the illusion that America was
beloved until the spring of 2003 and will be beloved again
when George W. Bush leaves office. Some folks seem 1o
believe that by returning to the policies of Harry Truman, Dean
93



Acheson and John F. Kennedy, America will become popular
around the world. I like those policies, too, but let's not kid
ourselves. They also sparked enormous resentment among
millions of peoples in many countries, resentments that are
now returning to the fore. The fact is, because America is the
dominant power in the world, it will always attract criticism

and be blamed both for what it does and what it does not do.

No one should lightly dismiss the current hostility toward the
United States. International legitimacy matters. It is important
in itself, and it affects others' willingness to work with us. But
neither should we be paralyzed by the unavoidable resentments
that our power creates. If we refrained from action out of fear
that others around the world would be angry with us, then we

would never act. And count on it They'd blame us for that, too.
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The '"New Middle East' Bush Is Resisting

Saad Eddin Ibrahim, The Washington Post
23/08/2006

President Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice may
be quite right about a new Middle East being born. In fact, their
pnliciés in support of the actions of their closest regional ally,
Israel, have helped midwife the newborn. But it will not be
exactly the baby they have longed for. For one thing, it will be
neither secular nor friendly to the United States. For another, it

is going to be a rough birth.

What is happening in the broader Middle East and North Africa
can be seen as a boomerang effect that has been playing out
slowly since the horrific events of Sept. 11, 2001. In the
immediate aftermath of those attacks, there was worldwide
sympathy for the United States and support for its declared
"war on terrorism," including the invasion of Afghanistan.
Then the cynical exploitation of this universal goodwill by so-

called neoconservatives to advance hegemonic designs was
99



confirmed by the war in Iraq. The Bush administration's
dishonest statements about "weapons of mass destruction”
diminished whatever credibility the United States might have
had as liberator, while disastrous mismanagement of Iragi
affairs after the invasion led to the squandering of a
conventional military victory. The country slid into bloody
sectarian violence, while official Washington stonewalled and
refused to admit mistakes. No wonder the world has

progressively turned against America.

Against this declining moral standing, President Bush made
something of a comeback in the first year of his second term.
He shifted his foreign policy rhetoric from a "war on terrorism"
to a war of ideas and a struggle for liberty and democracy.
Through much of 2005 it looked as if the Middle East might
finally have its long-overdue spring of freedom. Lebanon
forged a Cedar Revolution, triggered by the assassination of its
popular former prime minister, Rafiq Hariri, Egypt held its first
multi-candidate presidential election in 50 years. So did
Palestine and Iraq, despite harsh conditions of occupation.
Qatar and Bahrain in the Arabian Gulf continued their steady
evolution into constitutional monarchies. Even Saudi Arabia

held its first municipal elections.
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But there was more. Hamas mobilized candidates and popular
campaigns to win a plurality in Palestinian legislative elections
and form a new government. Hezbollah in Lebanon and the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt achicved similar electoral
successes. And with these developments, a sudden chill fell

over Washington and other Western capitals.

Instead of welcoming these particular elected officials into the
newly emerging democratic fold, Washington began a cold war
on Muslim democrats. Even the tepid pressure on autocratic
allies of the United States to democratize in 2005 had all but
disappeared by 2006. In fact, tottering Arab autocrats felt they
had a new lease on life with the West conveniently cowed by

an emerging Islamist political force.

Now the cold war on Islamists has escalated into a shooting
war, first against Hamas in Gaza and then against Hezbollah in
Lebanon. Israel is perceived in the region, rightly or wrongly,
to be an agent acting on behalf of U.S. interests. Some will
admit that there was provocation for Israel to strike at Hamas
and Hezbollah following the abduction of three soldiers and
attacks on military and civilian targets. But destroying Lebanon

with an overkill approach born of a desire for vengeance
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cannot be morally tolerated or politically justified -- and it will

not work.

On July 30 Arab, Muslim and world outrage reached an
unprecedented level with the Isracli bombing of a residential
building in the Lebanese village of Qana, which killed dozens
and wounded hundreds of civilians, most of them children. A
similar massacre in Qana in 1996, which Arabs remember
painfully well, proved to be the political undoing of then-Prime
Minister Shimon Peres. It is too early to predict whether Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert will survive Qana 11 and the recent war.
But Hezbollah will survive, just as it has already outlasted five

Israeli prime ministers and three American presidents.

Born in the thick of an earlier Israeli invasion, in 1982,
Hezbollah is at once a resistance movement against foreign
occupation, a social service provider for the needy of the rural
south and the slum-dwellers of Beirut, and a model actor in
Lebanese and Middle Eastern politics. Despite access to
millions of dollars in resources from within and from regional
allies Syria and Iran, its three successive leaders have projected

an image of clean governance and a pious personal lifestyle.
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In more than four weeks of fighting against the strongest
military machine in the region, Hezbollah held its own and
won the admiration of millions of Arabs and Muslims. People
in the region have compared its steadfastness with the swift
defeat of three large Arab armies in the Six-Day War of 1967.
Hasan Nasrallah, its current leader, spoke several .times to a
wide regional audience through his own al-Manar network a;e.
well as the more popular al-Jazeera. Nasrallah has become a

household name in my own country, Egypt.

According to the preliminary results of a recent public opinion
survey of 1,700 Egyptians by the Cairo-based Ibn Khaldun
Center, Hezbollah's action garnered 75 percent approval, and
Nasrallah led a list of 30 regional public figures ranked by
perceived importance. He appears on 82 percent of responses,
followed by Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (73
percent), Khaled Meshal of Hamas (60 percent), Osama bin
Laden (52 percent) and Mohammed Mahdi Akef of Egypt's
Muslim Brotherhood (45 percent).

The pattern here is clear, and it is Islamic. And among the few
secular public figures who made it into the top 10 are

Palestinian Marwan Barghouti (31 percent) and Egypt's Ayman
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Nour (29 percent), both of whom are prisoners of conscience in

Israeli and Egyptian jails, respectively.

None of the current heads of Arab states made the list of the 10
most popular public figures. While subject to future
fluctuations, these Egyptian findings suggest the direction in
which the region is moving, The Arab people do not respect the
ruling regimes, perceiving them to be autocratic, corrupt and
inept. They are, at best, ambivalent about the fanatical Islamists
of the bin Laden variety. More mainstream Islamists with
broad support, developed civic dispositions and services to
provide are the most likely actors in building a new Middle
East. In fact, they are already doing so through the Justice and
Development Party in Turkey, the similarly named PJD in
Morocco, the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Hamas in

Palestine and, yes, Hezbollah in Lebanon.

These groups, parties and movements are not inimical to
democracy. They have accepted -electoral systems and
practiced electoral politics, probably too well for Washington's
taste. Whether we like it or not, these are the facts. The rest of
the Western world must come to grips with the new reality,
even if the U.S. president and his secretary of state continue to

reject the new offspring of their own policies.
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A Russian investigator has said grenades fired by surrounding

Russian forces could have triggered the Beslan school
bloodbath in September 2004.

Yuri Savelyev's conclusions contradict the official view that
bombs planted by the hostage-takers in the school gym went
off just before the gun battle.

Mr Savelyev is a member of the Russian parliamentary

commission investigating the siege, in which 331 people died.

Many of the victims were children, taken hostage by pro-

Chechen militants.

Blast evidence

In an interview with Moscow Echo radio on Monday, Mr
Savelyev, a weapons and explosives expert, said that during the
investigation, he "discovered that the consequences of those
blasts could not at all be explained by the explosions of the

home-made devices installed by the rebels".
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"Most of the hostages were talking about explosions in a totally
different part of the gym from that to which the official

investigation referred.

"As a result, I came to the conclusion that these home-made
explosive devices installed by the rebels did not explode at all.
Those were explosive devices delivered from outside," he said,
adding that it could have been "shots fired from grenade-

launchers".

He said the explosions killed many of the hostages and dozens

more died in the resulting fire.

Many relatives blame their children's deaths on the botched
rescue operation, in which fire engulfed the school, in the

Russian Caucasus republic of North Ossetia.

A North Ossetian parliamentary commission said the school
had been seized because of "failings in the law enforcement

bodies".
Row rages on

The head of the commission, Stanislav Kesayev, said he had

confidence in Mr Savelyev's conclusions.
Y
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"He had more resources than our commission. He relied on his
own knowledge as a weapons specialist and mathematician,"

Mr Kesayev told the radio.

Mr Savelyev's conclusions were published on the website

pravdabeslana.ru.

One of his colleagues on the Russian parliamentary

commission, Arkady Baskayev, rejected his conclusions.

He said there was "nothing convincing in the trajectory of these

special shells" which Mr Savelyev blamed for the explosions.

"This is Mr Savelyev's private opinion, which is not confirmed

in any way," he said.

The earlier North Ossetian investigation concluded that
grenade launchers, flamethrowers and tank fire had been used

during the storming of the school by Russian security forces.

Russia's prosecutor general admitted such equipment had been

used, but only after all the children had left the school.

For weeks after the siege Russian officials had denied the use

of flamethrowers.
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Turkish police say. they are hunting two suspects over an
explosion in the resort town of Antalya that left threc dead and

hurt at least 20 on Monday.

The blast came hours after at least 27 people were hurt when

bombs exploded in Istanbul and the resort of Marmaris.

A Kurdish militant group linked to the banned PKK party has

said it carried out all three attacks.

Security has been tightened on Turkey's Mediterranean and

Aegean coasts as police hunt the attacks' perpetrators.

On Monday night, police revealed they had arrested a man in
Izmir accused of being involved in a failed plot to bomb the

western coastal town.

The Turkish state news agency said the man was from the

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) separatist group.
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It said other people were also detained for helping the suspect

and that plastic explosives were seized in the operation.

The Turkish economy is heavily reliant on tourism, which

Kurdish separatists have repeatedly threatened to target.
Struck by glass

The authorities have yet to say whether the Antalya blast was
caused by a bomb but correspondents say the news that they

are hunting for two suspects suggests this was the case.

A police spokesman said 20 people were hurt in the blast,
which took place on Monday afternoon in a busy shopping area

in the city.

The Dogan news agency said the total number of injured -

including those who had suffered light wounds - was 71.

The force of the blast ripped off the facade of a municipal
building and badly damaged nearby shops and restaurants and
sparked a fire. '

Many passers-by were struck by glass and shrapnel,
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A Kurdish militant group with links to the banned PKK has
claimed responsibility for Sunday's blasts in Marmaris and

Istanbul.

"We had warned before, Turkey is not a safe country. Tourists
should not come to Turkey," the Kurdistan Freedom Falcons

(Tak) said on its website,

On Tuesday, the group also claimed responsibility for the

Antalya attack.
Wave of bombings

Most of those injured in Marmaris - including 10 Britons -
were on a minibus ferrying local people and holidaymakers

along the main street.

Istanbul was also hit by a bomb attack on Sunday night, when a

roadside device exploded injuring six Turkish nationals.

Both Marmaris and Antalya are popular with European and

Russian holidaymakers.

The attacks are the latest in a wave of similar bombings in
Turkey in recent years, blamed on either Kurdish separatists,

Islamic militants or left-wing extremists.
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Four people - including three foreigners - were killed in an
explosion in Antalya in June. Initial investigations suggest a
gas canister exploded, but doubt was cast over whether it had

been an accident.
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UN chief Kofi Annan has used talks in Jerusalem to demand an

end to Israel's air and sea blockade of Lebanon.

Mr Annan, who flew to Israel from a visit to Lebanon, told
Defence Minister Amir Peretz the "humiliating”" blockade

should be lifted as soon as possible.

Mr Annan also said Israel had commiited most of the violations

reported in the two-week-old truce with Hezbollah.

Earlier, Mr Annan held a meeting with the families of the two
soldiers whose capture sparked the crisis, Ehud Goldwasser
and Eldad Regev. |

Mr Annan has urged Hezbollah to free the two captives
speedily, and told the relatives that he would continue to press

for their freedom.
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Mr Annan had promised to do "everything in his power" to
bring about their release, said Benny Regev, Eldad Regev's

brother.

Mr Regev also said the UN chief had promised to push for

"signs of life" of the captives,

Relatives of a third soldier, Gilad Shalit, who was captured by
Palestinian militants in an earlier incident near the Gaza Strip,

also attended the meeting,
Fragile ceasefire

Mr Annan's regional tour is aimed at bolstering the fragile
ceasefire which ended more than a month of conflict between

Israel and Hezbollah.

He flew to Tel Aviv by helicopter after witnessing the scenes

of devastation in south Lebanon wrought during the conflict.

Before leaving Lebanon, Mr Annan described Israel's
continuing embargo as "a humiliation and an infringement on

[Lebanese] sovereignty".
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The issue was among the key points raised at his meeting with
Mr Peretz, his first with a senior politician after arriving in

Israel.

Afterwards, Mr Peretz said he had emphasised to Mr Annan
the issue of the transfer of weapons from Syria to Hezbollah,

and Israel's concerns about Iran posing a threat.

He also said Israeli troops would remain in Lebanon for
"several weeks, no longer than that", and would pull out once
the UN's expanded peace force was on the ground in

"reasonable" numbers.

Mr Annan said the force would number 5,000 "relatively

quickly", to clear the way for the Israeli pullout.

Mr Annan will have talks on Wednesday with embattled Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert, who - along with Mr Peretz - has been
heavily criticised over the way the military action was

conducted.
Unusual visit

The BBC's Matthew Price in Jerusalem says that it is highly

unusual to see the UN chief in Israel - with several Security

123



Council resolutions outstanding against it - and many Israelis

view the organisation with suspicion.

But put simply, Israel currently needs the UN, he says.
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Iran TV debate challenge to Bush

[ran's president has challenged US President George W Bush to

a live TV debate on world affairs.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad accused the US and UK of abusing
their "special privileges" and said a debate would let both sides

air their views uncensored.

The White House called his suggestion a "diversion” from

global concerns over [ran's nuclear programme.

Mr Ahmadinejad was speaking two days before a UN deadline

for Iran to halt work on its nuclear programme.

He said Tehran had proposed a framework for further talks but

caid no-one could stop Iran having a peaceful programme.

wpeaceful nuclear energy is the right of the Iranian nation," he

told a news conference.
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"The Iranian nation has chosen that [course] based upon
international regulations, it wants to use it and no-one can stop
it'"

He said Iran's response to an incentives package, offered by six
nations in exchange for a halt to its nuclear programme, was an

"exceptional opportunity" to resolve the dispute,

When asked if Iran would halt enrichment, he said any kind of
dialogue "should be based upon the certain rights of the Iranian

nation".

"I suggest holding a live TV debate with Mr George W Bush to
talk about world affairs and the ways to solve those issues," Mr

Ahmadinejad told reporters.

"The debate should be uncensored in order for the American
people to be able to listen to what we say and they should not

restrict the American people from hearing the truth."

Iran and many other nations "are against America's practices in

managing the world", he said, calling such practices unjust,
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He accused both the US and UK of taking advantage of their
"special privileges", saying he thought they were the "the

origin of all disturbances in the world".

And he also questioned their right to a veto in the UN Security
Council. "Isn't it time that international relations are founded

on democracy and equal rights of the nations?" he went on.

But he did not rule out talks with the US in future, if certain

conditions were met;

Mr Ahmadinejad's challenge to Presiﬂent Bush was dismissed
by the White House.

"Talk of a debate is just a diversion from the legitimate
concerns that the international community, not just the US, has
about Iran's behaviour,” White House spokeswoman Dana

Perino was quoted by Reuters news agency as saying.

Iran has been given until 31 August to halt uranium enrichment

- a possible route to nuclear weapons.

Earlier this week, Tehran had offered "serious talks" in
response to a package of incentives put forward by the five

permanent UN Security Council members and Germany.
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Washington has proposed implementing sanctions if Iran fails

to meet the deadline, while Russia has said such a move would

be premature.

Mr Ahmadinejad said it was "unlikely" the Security Council

would take action against Iran, and said "sanctions are not an

issue”,

"We have said everything in our response. I think the time to

use the instrument of the Security Council has expired," he

said.
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Dozens killed in Iraq oil blast

At least 27 people, possibly many more, have been killed by an

explosion at a disused oil pipeline in southern Iragq,

A police spokesman said people had been siphoning fuel from
the pipeline in an industrial zone south of Diwaniya, 130km
(80 miles) south of Baghdad.

Casualty reports varied widely - one put the death toll at 74.

Police said a huge fire was hampering rescue efforts.

In a separate development, police found more than 20 bodies at

two sites in Baghdad. All the victinis had been shot.

Officials say the cause of the blast in Diwaniya is still being
investigated,
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Witnesses told Reuters the explosion happened at about 2300
local time (1900 GMT) on Monday, when a large group of

people were taking fuel from two pools.

A unnamed police source quoted by Reuters news agency -said
50 people had been killed, while AFP quoted a health official
saying 74 died. However, the provincial governor put the toll at
27

Some people were left horrifically injured by the blast. "Some
of the wounded have burns on 75% of their bodies," Hamid

Jaafi, a health official in Diwaniya told Reuters.

He said that besides those confirmed dead, relatives said

dozens of people were still missing.

Government officials said the pipeline, which used to carry

petrol to the capital, had been out of operation since 2003.

But a defence ministry official said it still held residues of fuel
and residents often cut holes in it to siphon off petrol, which is

in short supply despite Iraq's wealth of oil deposits.

[
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Security operation

After the bodies were found in Baghdad, police said the
victims had been bound and shot, and some bore signs of

torture. Their identities are not known.

Eleven of the bodies were found near a school in a south-
western district of the capital. At least 10 other bodies were
dumped behind a Shia mosque in the west of the city.

The deaths come at a time when US and Iraqi security forces
are engaged in a new security operation aimed at reducing the

level of violence in the city.

Also on Tuesday, insurgents killed two Shia militiamen in the
city of Baquba north of Baghdad.

Iraqi police told the AFP news agency the militiamen were
killed in an attack on the office of radical cleric Mogqtada Sadr.

The US military in Iraq announced on Tuesday that two US
soldiers died in Iraq - one in fighting in Anbar province and the

second from injuries sustained in a vehicle accident.
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Challenges of Rebuilding Iraq

Amer Ziab el-Tamimi, Al-Hayat

16/08/2006

Since the fall of the Saddam regime in Iraq, I have been
wondering whether the Iragis will be able to carry out an
economic development project, taking into consideration the
prospects of rebuilding and rehabilitating the major economic

sectors, on top of which comes the oil sector.

Undoubtedly, the main problem today is the difficult security
situation. There is no harmony among the main political
powers in the destabilized country, even after elections and the
legislation of a new constitution. This state of insecurity has

obstructed the flow of money and foreign investments into
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Iraq. The situation worsened with the stoppage of oil
production and the government's failure to lift it to reasonable

or usual levels.

What made things even more complex is the failure of the
political groups to dr.aw a clear economic development strategy
to make up for the devastation the country witnessed over the
past 25 years. The Iraqi politicians must be aware that
formulating a convincing economic philosophy 1s necessary to
give shape to the Iraqi economy over the coming years and
decades. It is definitely impossible to follow an economic
philosophy that depends on the role of the government in light
of the current limited financial resources it has. Other factors
that make it impossible to adopt such a philosophy include the
structural transformations of the world's economy, the
augmented importance of globalization and free competition,
and the growing role of free market mechanisms in economic
development - which many States have adopted, even those

which used to be socialist or capitalist,

Therefore, it is necessary for the Iragis to adopt the philosophy
of capital economy if they want foreign capitals to flow into
their country, which will help it keep up with modern

civilization and enhance its international economic relations to
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boost its productivity and exports. Economists and
businessmen in the Arab Gulf region, and especially Kuwait,
hope the Iraqi parliament will pass a new investment law in
line with the economic principles of globalization, which
should grant them access to the different economic sectors in

Iraq, including oil, utilities and infrastructure.

The latest developments in Iraq reflect a direction within the
government toward openness and freeing the economy. It
should be noted here that the oil sector should receive the most
attention because of its major importance to all other sectors.
The government must boost production of its oilfields to reach
its former OPEC-approved level of 3.4 billion bpd. Production
should be increased, especially after the government has
reached deals with international and regional oil firms to levels
that suit the potentials of Iraq and the volume of its natural oil

reserves.

In addition, there are many possibilities in the sector of
manufacturing industries through privatizing some State-
owned industrial firms in the fields of complementary and
construction industries, especially the cement industry. Also, in
the sector of tourism, there is the possibility of privatizing,
modernizing and improving the services of State-owned hotels.

149



When speaking of rebuilding Iraq and carrying out an
economic development project, one should address the
question of Iraqi debts. I do not mean here the debts that
resulted ‘from the invasion of Kuwait, which is a UN affair.
What I mean is the debts hrising from the former regime's
borrowing during the war with Iran. Iraq's creditors are
currently mulling the rescheduling or even the write-off of the
$130-billion debt - the figure includes accumulated interests.
But this debt could be resold to investors as proprietary rights
in a number of Iraqi companies in major fields. This way the
privatization process could go on in line with the process of
developing these companies and without any harm to the

national interests,

Some politicians may believe that privatization and freeing the
economy would mean conceding national sovereignty in the
country's major economic sectors, There are some reservations
that seem reasonable. However, sticking to traditional
reasoning could harm the Iraqi interests greatly and hinder the
rebuilding process. It could also deny the country significant
investment flows. The UN, through its specialized
organizations, must play its role in formulating the concepts

and basic attitudes that will govern the economic efforts in Iraq
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in order to help carry out an outstanding development project -
provided ‘that suitable political and security conditions are

guaranteed.
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Post-War Economy

Kamal el-Kalsst, Al-Hayat

17/08/2006

Wars raise the cost of living and disrupt economic and social
activities because resources are transferred into military
activities. All wars, without exception, cause inflation, because
there are only few goods as against the money available.
Allocation of resources for military uses raises the cost of work

and reduces profits.

Wars do have side effects on economic activity. Preparation for
wars and the rising demand for war supplies cut down
unemployment, and drive up the income rates and
consumption. However, financing wars necessitates less
spending on economic and social programs, more taxes and
borrowing. This negatively affects the economy and public
welfare in the short and long terms. A significant ratio of the
gross domestic product (GDP) is lost, as well. It also affects the
demographic and social balance of the country. Moreover,

necessary investments become hard to obtain and utilize.
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In other words, wars stop any further development in countries.
In wartime, countries lose control over material and human
resources, and they become unstable. It is well known that
economic and social stability and a guaranteed security are all

prerequisites for sustainable development.

The processes of moving from war to peace and preserving that
peace are extremely complex. Post-war economic and
humanitarian problems are always more disruptive than the war
economy. The country needs a kind of control mechanism that

is more comprehensive than that during wartime.

The most important consequence of war is the destruction of
human resources, and the rise of humanitarian and social cost.
The tools of financial analysis and accounting fail to estimate
the real toll of war. They fall short of calculating the
psychological effects, the deterioration of public health,
education, the destruction of water and sanitation networks, as

well as environmental pollution,

The government of a country emerging from the war faces a set
of circumstances which play a great role. They dictate the

methods needed to face up to the resulting problems and to
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utilize the range of necessary tools available. These

circumstances include, but are not limited to, the following:
Is the country a victor or victim of the war?

Is it able to absorb the loss of lives, property, infrastructure,

goods and services and then restore the situation to normal?

Is it able to independently revive, relying on its national
resources, or has it to submit to a superpower that could make
available the assistunce of regional and international bodies

affiliated to it?

Will the country, in the aftermath of war, be able to maintain
its security, economic and social control, or will it give it up to

another power?

How will the country's financial situation be, as a whole, when

the war ends?

At war's end, the country should decisively tackle these three

financial issues:
|

- Stop financing the war, and gradually cut down taxes and war

financial allocations.
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- Finance reconstruction. Reconstruction will depend on the
amount of destruction. It will also rely on the ability of the
government and the private sector to rebuild the country with
its own resources. It would be affected by any possible regional

and international grants, aids or loans.

- Clear war debts in a way that does not impede reconstruction,
Recently, three Arab countries (Palestine, Lebanon and [raq),
in addition to other developing countries, entered wars. This
spread violence, lost people and countries their rights and _
raised the number of organized crimes, Several international
organizations and institutions, in turn, voiced 'concern' about
the rising political, humanitarian and economic toll. They were
also concerned because 1l these countries could not face these
costs. In 1997, the World Bank established The Conflict
Prevention and Reconstruction Unit of the World Bank, to
further its ability to offer support to the countries affected by
conflicts and disputes. It also aims at helping these countries to
sustain security in an interim stage, and to materialize their
socio-economic development. To that end, the Bank analyzes
the target environment to understand the roots of the problem

and its subsequent results.
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What happened in Lebanon is a flagrant violation of
international legitimacy. It requires an international
condemnation of Israel. Israel should be criminalized for its
intentional, premeditated devastation and should pay
reparations. It should also pay indemnities to make up for the
economic loss incurred as a result of the disruptive atmosphere
during wartime. It should bear the 'future costs' necessary to
bring the country back to the relative economic, financial and
social balance it had before the war. It should also account for
the obstacles it has thrown in the way of comprehensive
development. I believe that Lebanon should coordinate with all
friendlly, and EU, States to press the UN for a condemnation
resolution. The UN should establish an ad hoc compensation
commission (similar to that of the 1991 Gulf War). It shouldl
also call upon the Donors Conference to provide financial
gr#nts, assistance and facilities. Moreover, it should ensure that
the announced contributions of these States are made good by

actual payments.
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Robert Fisk: No Civil War is Looming....The Current
Events in Lebanon Reflect the West Opportunism

Azza Tawil, Al-Hayat
31/07/2006

From Beirut, where he has chosen to settle down, Robert Fisk,
the Masblde East correspondent of the British "Independent”,
sets ougimPalestine, Iraq, Kuwait, Iran, reaching Afghanistan.

Followmg *“Pity the Nation," widely perceived as the most
courageomsand outspoken book approaching the thorny issues,
the Arabre translation of Fisk's new book, "The Great War for
Civilization: The Conquest of the Middle East" will come out
in few days m-Beirut.

On this ocerwres, "A/-Hayat" met Robert Fisk, who said: When
I first embarked on writing this book, I feared I would simply
ponder on our failure to overcome and evade history, especially
that everything we suffered from in the past, as we will in the
future, is but the outcome of our fathers and forefathers' deeds.

I wasn't born when Balfour Promise was made and Sykes-Picot
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Agreement concluded. But I endure in every moment of my
life the repercussions of both events. We, the Europeans and
Americans, believe we can surmount history, slamming the
door behind the past. At the end of World War 11, when Adolf
Hitler and Mussolini passed away, we set up the United
Nations then the European Union. So, we keep on slamming
doors, overlooking and disregarding history in sharp contrast
with the people of the Middle East. A Palestinian friénd of
mine had miraculously survived Sabra and Shatila massacres.
When he woke up the next day amidst blood, destruction, death
and debris - the remnants of the massacre- he lost all touch
with time and thought that Balfour Promise was made the past
night. Fisk describes his book as “firsthand testimonies”, an
embodiment of all what [ have beheld with my own eyes over
the past 30 years. It's a book about Israel and Palestine,
enclosing in the 5th chapter "The Girl, the Baby, and Love"
some of my correspondences with a Palestinian young man
who tried to convince his pregnant girlfriend to plant a bomb
on an airplane. In another chapter, I mentioned Hanan Ashrawi,
unveiled Yasser Arafat's real wickedness, and depicted Sharon

as an obstinate war criminal taking none’s commands.
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When | finished my book, | realized it was a historical

illustration of torture, suffering, massacre, and injustice.

We asked him then about the ambiguous word, “civilization,"
in the title of his book, "The Great War for Civilization,"

whereby civilization can be meant as a pretext to the Great
War.

Frankly, he replied, I have never used this word. But this time
it came out of irony. 1 was inspired with this title from the
words inscribed on one of my father's WWI honor medals.
Here lies my irony. I do not believe in civilizations - and [
insist on the plural form. Imam Ali Ibn Abi Talib says that
people are of two types: brothers either in their faith or peers in
morals. 1 spent 30 years in the Muslim world; the Muslims are
also part of Beirut. In truth, religious differences do not interest
me personally. I do not care for others' religions. For instance,
my driver, housekeeper, and all people around me belong to
different sects -Sunnite, Druze, Shiite... | know the exact faith
of each one of them as | know the color of their eyes, but this
means nothing to me. Religions are not a matter of concern to
me and [ do not believe in civilizations. Even more, the idea
stating that conflict arises where religious differences prevail
does not convince me in th first place. Have you watched
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“.Kingdom of Heaven” on Crusades? | have in Dunes cinema,
Verdun, where the audience was mostly Muslim. When the
horrible bloody scenes rolled dep.i'cting the Crusaders with their
Muslim blood-tainted clothes poised to rape then kill Salah
Eddine's (Saladin) sister, 1 looked around in an attempt to
observe the audience reactions. But, to the public, these scenes

Bclong to a bygone history. By the end, another scene appeared

- - Saladin reached Jerusalem after its collapse, entered a

bombarded church where he picked up a crucifix then placed it
back on the altar. At this, the audience burst in applause. So, if

you please, don't talk to me about civilizations!

In March 2006, in an interview with World Today, you
portended a major political crisis in the Middle East. To what
extent have your predictions met with the current developments

in Lebanon?

In 1993, he ansWered, [ finished the movie "From Bosnia to

Beirut" on the reasons behind the Muslims' hatred of the West.

Later aired on the British Channel 4 Iand the American

Discovery, it was mostly filmed in Lebanon, mainly the South,
in Gaza, the West Bank, Israel, Egypt, Bosnia, Poland, and
Croatia. In the same year, | entered a fire-consumed mosque.
We were then shooting in Bosnia. So, I said in the background
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that whenever | behold such atrocities, | instantly flash back to
the Middle East where I live. | exactly said: I wonder what the
Muslim world is concocting for us. Maybe I must end all my

articles with the expression: Watch out!

I have also come across another videotape for my interview
with the Canadian CBC station in Toronto. My interlocutor
ended up saying: Things are apparently getting better in the
Middle East, especially after the peace treaties some Arab
States like Jordan and Egypt have concluded with Israel. |
answered at that time: No, that's not true. I am quite certain that

an outbreak will rock the region.

Every Middle East inhabitant, particularly a Westerner, can
sniff out and anticipate events. Frankly, I do not remember
what prompted me to say so at that time but [ was certainly

right, wasn't I?
With respect to the current events in Lebanon, he said:

They constitute another blatant example of the Western
opportunism, the American hypocrisy, the Israeli barbarism,
and the West's continuous betrayal of Lebanon. Interestingly,
the US ambassador in Lebanon Jeffrey Feltman, engrossed last

year in hailing Siniora's highly democratic conduct, described
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the speech as eloquent and impressive in one of the most
pathetic declarations I have ever heard from a US ambassador
in such times. Feltman has certainly got himself in trouble. By
describing the speech as wonderful, he implicitly criticized
Israel. So, in my view, he will be soon dispatched to Mongolia
where he will serve as an ambassador to the United States. In
addition, Feltman mirrored the US as coward, afraid of
criticizing Israel in any context, and devoid of compassion and

respect for the Lebanese.

[ have previously likened the Lebanese to the Westerners. You,
the Lebanese, resemble us. You live amongst us in London or
Paris; you master Arabic, French, English; you are in sum the
most cultivated people in the region. We respect you and yearn
to be ydur friends, to share your food and company. Many
westerners, males and females alike, have married Lebanese.
But when it comes to Israel, we instantly abandon you and
betray your trust as is the case nowadays. All these western
warships massing in the Mediterranean waters are not here to
protect you but to protect their expatriates, mostly Lebanese of
dual nationality. Paradoxically, when the battleships reached
the Lebanese shores, reporters started chasing all foreigners

with blue eyes and blond hair in line with the West's deliberate
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attempt to suggest that foreigners or citizens born in the west
are the only ones evacuated, So, even when they came to save

you, they concealed it.

Regarding Bush's stance on the assault agéinst Lebanon, his
refusal of a ceasefire as well as the UN stand, he says that it is
pathetic to the largest extent. Bush, in his intention to embody
power and strength, only represents political weakness. Bush
does not fight, not even for his own country. He has not fought
in Vietnam so nobody expects him now to support a country
like Lebanon. He and Blair are but mouthpieces of Israel's

interests and policies.

In the same vein, John Bolton, the US ambassador to the UN,
has tumbled and is in desperate need of medical treatment.
Bolton lied when he said: How can we, in the presence of
terrorists, reach a ceasefire in Lebanon, where democratic
elections were held? To prove his lies, 1 will just refer to the
1990 ceasefire reached under the UN auspices between Israel
and Yasser Arafat, the terrorist in the eyes of Israel. It worked
for two whole years before Israel breached it in 1992 alleging
that Arafat was behind the murder of its ambassador in

London. But the truth is, Saddam Hussein was behind that
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assassination! In short, Bolton totally ignores his country's

history. He is careless. Watch him and you'll find out!
Where the US is present

You said in your book, Mr. Fisk, that the United States devised
a geographical plan for the region, What is it and what are its

limits?

He met this question with another one. "In some way", he
noted, "the US is present, thanks to its military positions, in
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Jordan,
Turkey, Egypt, Israel, Bahrain, and others. What are the
Americans doing there? What goal does this disguised presence
serve? Let's start from Greenland to Britain, Germany, Bosnia,
Yugoslavia, and Greece near Turkey. In a nutshell, there is a
disguised US presence stretching from Somalia's borders up to
the North Pole. Why? Don't you find in this a reply to your

question?"
No civil war looming in Lebanon

You haven't portended a civil war in Iraq. Do you expect a
second one in Lebanon amid the boiling news on the issue? Do

you believe that the Lebanese will waver again?
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I was apparently wrong about Irag. But in Lebanon, I do not
think that a civil war will erupt so long as the army remains
united. Israel may try to arm some Lebanese political parties.
Still, the Lebanese have grown mature after their long civil
wars. When Hariri was assassinated, I was 400 meters away
from the blast area. I thought at first sight that the specters of
the joint forces of the Lebanese civil war will resurface. But the
days slipped by and nothing of the like occurred. Lebanon was
spared another civil war. During the Lebanese civil war, the
youth emigrated to the West, to Geneva, Paris, London, and
studied in Harvard and Lyon and came back with a riper

thinking. They definitely don't want their parents' war to recur.
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The Arab Peace "Attack" and its Illusions

Marwan Kabalan, Al-Hayat

13/01/2004

President Bush had indicated in his speech at the American
Enterprise Institute (AEI) dinner that he intends to divert his
attention to the Middle East to push forward the peace

negotiations between the Arabs and Israelis. He also pointed
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out that the timing of his proposal came prior to the Arab
Summit in Sharm El-Sheik, where the Arabs attending this
summit plan to discuss the Iraqi dilemma. Bush also intended
to convey to the Arabs that the road to Jerusalem passes
through Baghdad. Despite this cynical proposal, none of the
Arabs have criticized or condemned it publicly. Today, nine
months after the fall of Baghdad, many Arabs hope to continue
peace negotiations with the Israelis, while others insist on
helping the Americans to exert pressure on Sharon, by calling
off the Intifada and preparing for the return to the table of
peace negotiations. I am sorry to say that “Bush' s proposal” is
nothing but a bluff, and the hope was based on illusions. This is

because:

First: Shilll'on heads the most radical and racist government
Israel has ever wit't‘wssed. This government intends to bury the
peace process and to implement a new reality on the ground,
leaving the Arabs with no alternative but to accept the Israeli
terms. It should be mentioned that Sharon's government
represents the total change within the Israeli society during the
last 10 years, which is something that the Palestjnian Intifada is
not responsible of; as others might claim otherwise. This

alteration started when the former Soviet Union opened the
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doors in front of the Jewish immigrants in 1989, when nearly
one million Jewish immigrants immigrated to Israel; most of
them carrying ideologies and sentiments that detested the
Arabs and Islam. These people were the building block in the
Israeli ballots that supported the right wing in Israel in the
1990s.

Second: which is more important, is the fact that the American
administration  strongly  supports Sharon, and this
administration did all it can to reelect Sharon by neglecting his
agpressive policies against the Palestinians; agreeing to amend
the Roadmap and postponing its implementation until after the
Israeli elections. The declarations of many of the American
officials clearly indicate the total biasness of the U.S. towards
Israel and the support that Sharon retains from the current
American administration, During the last two years, Bush and
Sharon met 7 times; an average of once every three months,
knowing that no leader in the world, including Tony BI ir,
America's staunchest ally, has had that honor. In November
2001, 88 members of the U.S. senate signed a letter sent to
President Bush asking him to stop the strong criticism of Israel
by U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, and they asked Bush

to fervently support Sharon's military aggression towards the
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Palestinians, Bush did not want to disappoint those who signed
the letter; he transferred the Arab- Israeli file from the State
Department to the Pentagon, and entrusted it to Deputy
Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz and Douglas Feith. To
prevent the State Department from any intrinsic role, Bush
appointed his administration's most prominent "hawk" Elliot
Abrams, as his assistant to the Arab-Israeli conflict. It should
be mentioned that Feith, and Richard Perle had previously
prepared a report in 1996 under the. title of "Break: A New
Strategy for Securing the Realm Clean," asking the then Israeli

PM Benjamin Netanyahu to abandon the peace process.

In 1997, Feith wrote a commentary in the "Commentary
magazine" (a magazine known for its strong t‘ies with Israel),
asking Netanyahu to reoccupy the lands in the Palestinian
territories. While analyzing the reason behind the strong
support Sharon is receiving from the American administration,
Steven Zoenus a prominent American academic observed that
the paradigm of this' conflict, according to Bush and the neo-
cons is no longer political. It is re]iéiu’us because it pertains to
Israel's right for Jerusalem, The Republicans have constantly
reiterated this,q on more that one occasion, whereby Ric.}.m‘rd

Aramy an important Republican Party, activist and a member

185



of the U.S. congress, said that the "west bank belongs to Israel
because God promised Abraham its ownership. Israel has the
right to retain this land because it is God's word. This is not a
political battle, it is a test of whether God's words are right or

wrong, and whether God's words will be implemented or not."

American support to Israel is not restricted to Congress; it had
become a feature of American policies, which felt more
comfortable in dealing with the Labor Party in Israel rather
than Likud. With regards to what happened in Jenin in April
2002, it has been noted that the Israeli attitude was more
lenient than the American attitude in the Security Council
when the latter decided to send a fact-finding mission to this
camp. The U.S. felt totally embarrassed when Shimﬂill Perez
announced, without prior cooperation with the Americans, that

he would welcome the mission, while the U.S. ambassador to

" the UN was trying hard to veto this Resolution. U.S. National

Security Advisor Dr. Condoleezza Rice sent a letter from
President Bush to Sharon, which was published in the San
Francisco Chronicle, in which Bush said, "there is no need to
fear, we are with you all the way." This strong American
support to Israel has been a major concern inside Israel, and

many Israeli writers commented that this strong American love
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would lead to the destruction of Israel. Many claim that Bush
has become part of the problem, instead of becoming part of
the solution, and that he has to decide between supporting

peace and supporting Sharon; for he cannot support both.

Some observers claim that this Israeli society is willing to
compromise with the Palestinians to find an answer to the
current problem. In a poll conducted in May 2002, 60 % of the
Israelis revealed that there cannot be a military answer to their
problems with the Palestinians, and 59% of the Israclis
revealed that they are willing to withdraw to the borders of
1967 and to evacuate the settlements in the occupied territories,
if this would1 be accompanied by American guarantees. Bush,
however, did not like the idea because this conflicted with his
religious beliefs. Do we really need mediators to stop the
Intifada in light of all this and in light of the world of fantasies

and illusions we live in?
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Who Solves the Palestinian Crisis?

Maher Othman, Al-Hayat
25/08/2006

The strike that the Palestinian Union of State Employees said it
will stage as of next month reflects the deteriorating living
standards of the Palestinians, especially as the Palestinian
Authority (PA) employees have not received their salaries
since the Hamas-led government took office on March 30.
After Hamas won a majorits; in the Palestinian Legislative

Council (PLC), it was clear that Israel was going to tighten its
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financial, economic and political siege on Palestine. This is

what really happened.

The Hamas-led government realized that it would not be able
to manage the State's affairs and meet the needs of the
Palestinians, especially paying the late salaries, under the tight
Israeli and international siege. The International Quartet and
Isracl banned dealing with or delivering aid to the Palestinian
government unless it meets the three well-known conditions:
recognize Israel, renounce violence, and commit to the

previous agreements between the PA and Israel.

Therefore, Hamas called, from the verjw beginning, on the Fatah
movement and other Palestinian factions to join a national
unity government. But Fatah decided not to join a government
with Hamas due to the big difference in their political

programs.

Fatah had the same political program as PA President
Mahmoud Abbas. It called for negotiations as the only means
to end the conflict with Israel and establish an independent
Palestinian State, with Jerusalem as its capital within the pre-
1967 War border, that is, the border of the 1949 truce,
Although US President George Bush has repeatedly cited this
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truce, he gave Israel the green light to annex three major
settlement blocs in the West Bank, tearing apart the

geographical integration of the Bank.

In contrast, Hamas said that it would negotiate, but that it
would keep the armed struggle. It refused to recognize: Israel
unless the Jewish State recognizes the Palestinian people's
rights, especially the right to return. In any case, Hamas did not
give any response to the international conditions that could
satisfy the international community. Even before Soldier Gilad
Shalit's capture, Israel detained Hamas' ministers, MPs and
heads of municipalities. It also adopted a policy of

assassination against Hamas activists,

As vet, there has been no sign of progress towards a solution
for the social, economic and political crises that the
Palestinians are currently suffeﬁng. Israel coﬁtinues its air-
raids and artillery bombardment on the Gaza Strip everyday. It
also continues its detention and assassination campaigns in the
West Bank., Meanwhile, Hamas and Fatah are still at odds over
the formation of a national unity government based on the
national reconciliation document known as the ‘prisoners'
document’. This is a very dangerous situation for the
Palestinians. The people are suffering because of their frozen
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salaries, the aggression of the occupation forces, and the
deterioration of security in the Gaza Strip. But the worst part is
their incapacity to force Israel to negotiate the establishment of

their State as soon as possible.

Nobody can blame Hamas for winning the elections or accuse
it of obstructing negotiations with Israel, which refused to
negotiate with PA President Mahmoud Abbas, and which
considered his late predecessor, Yasser Arafat, as irrelevant.
When it comes to the rights and fate of the Palestinians, Israel

has become accustomed to act as unilaterally as it wishes.

The solution of the internal Palestinian crisis is not to dishand
the PA, which would mean that Israel, the occupier, would be
the only one responsible for the Palestinians' affairs. The
solution is not for the Hamas-led government to quit or the
democratically-elected PA President, Mahmoud Abbas, resign,

either.

We cannot find a solution unless we find the real cause of the
crisis and suffering of the Palestinians. The cause is the
abominable Israeli occupation, which the international

community should act to bring an end to. Meanwhile, the
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Fatah-Hamas dispute over authority is not in the best interests

of the Palestinian people.
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Laura Bush an Exception

Jihad Al Khazen, Al-Hayar

07/06/2005

The first lady Laura Bush is the best ambassador among
administration officials impairing the image of the U.S. abroad
instead of improving it. I have seen her at the Dead Sea forum
and noticed how she won the public over with her honesty,

simplicity and the impression of compassion that she projects,

Mrs. Bush returned to the U.S. with one of her phrases, still
resonating in my head, about the riots that followed the news
about the desecration of the Koran in Guantanamo Bay. She
said: "You cannot hold Newsweek responsible for everything",
What she meant was that the magazine's news article, which
triggered an ongoing wave of Muslim protest, is not the only
reason behind the anti-Americanism. There is also the
American policy itself, a policy, which many Arabs and

Muslims feel is directed against them.

I recalled the words of Mrs. Bush while reading a major U.S.

newspaper reporting the U.S. Secretary of Defense, Donald
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Rumsfeld's trip to Singapore, where he reprimanded China for
its defense-related expenditure. I would understand it if
Andorra was the one who addressed the blame, but I find it

weird for the U.S. to be the blaming party. I am not using

another word because | have manners; the American

administration raises its defense budget annually. Just on the
22nd of last month, the Congress approved a record budget,
amounting to 491 billion dollars: a figure exceeding the
military expenditure of the rest of the world put together,
Shortly afterwards, Rumsfeld reprimands China. Moreover, the
U.S. expenditure on its war in Afghanistan and Iraq exceeds
the budget of any other state or group of states. The Congress
allocated $45 biliions for military operations alone, after
previously approving $82 billions for conflict expenses this
year. In addition, the occupation forces "lost track" of $8.8

billions in Iraq, according to official American reports,

All these record numbers did not prevent Rumsfeld from
saying that Chinese military expenditure threatens the delicate
military balance in Asia, and from criticizing the so-called
extension of armament expenditure, wondering: "Since China
is not threatened by any country, what could justify this

increasing investment?"
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In turn, we ask Mr. Rumsfeld: "Since the U.S. is not threatened
by any country, why is it spending more than the rest of the
world on armament?" Is it threatened by Syria or Iraq, Sudan or
North Korea? Spending on fighting terrorism is justifiable, but
the figures in the U.S. defense budget are still high, even when

discounting terrorism and its expenses.

If the Secretary of Defense remained in the Pentagon instead of
going to the Far East, if only he took a minute to think before
speaking, he might have succeeded in uttering a more
convincing discourse, Japan may complain from increasing
Chinese military expenditure, and so might India, but the U.S.
is the last country to have that right. Furthermore, I recall that
Secretary of State, Dr. Condoleezza Rice, visited China in
March and said that relations between the two countries are
better than they used to be in the past years. Colin Powell

thought so too.

Rumsfeld reprimanded China; the State Department
reprimanded Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and the UAE for
"trafficking in human beings", although I think that what is
meant by the expression is the mistreatment of foreign workers

and the lack of sufficient legal protection for minor female
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housemaids coming from U.S. ally countries and partners in

the war on terrorism.

As an Arab citizen, I am ashamed of the mistreatment of
housemaids in some Arab countries. I find it bizarre coming
from a pious population whose religion clearly forbids the
mistreatment of enemies, let alone a defenseless young maid in

a foreign country.

I would have accepted the criticism if it came from a
Scandinavian country, Amnesty International, or any human
rights organization in the East or the West. But, coming from

an American party...

The American newspapers published the news of the reprimand
along with other news about an official American
investigation, confirming the desecration of the Koran in

Guantanamo camp, As | was reading more news about

_ destruction and murder in Iraq, and new details (daily new

details) about torture from Bagram airbase, to Guantanamo and

Abu Ghuraib, some new photos about torture in Iraq are

released, in addition to new details about Afghan detainees
beaten to dgath in the American airbase. President Hamid

Karazai visited Washington soliciting justice for Afghan
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detainees and control over U.S. military operations in his
country. Instead, President Karazai signed an agreement that

gives U.S. forces an absolute free hand.

In the meantime, President Bush stated, in his last press
conference on the White House lawn, that the situation in Iraq
is constantly improving, despite the fact that his words came
after 80 American soldiers and about one thousand Iraqis were
killed last month. Vice president Dick Cheney'said.earlier in a
TV interview that insurgency in Iraq - and I call it terrorism -

"is in the last throes".

That is simply untrue. The U.S. needs to regain its credibility
around the world, especially among Arabs and Muslims. It will
not succeed without adopting some positive steps, which
include changing or amending the policies, which drove a
wedge between the U.S. and many peoples around the world.
The U.S. should start refraining from reprimanding others for
their military expenditure - while it is spending more- or for
mistreating foreign workers - while it is violating prisoners'
rights and desecrating the Koran- it might find that other
peoples are becoming more receptive to its position in the war

on terrorism.
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Mrs. Laura Bush is a good ambassador for her country, because
she was sincere to herself and to others. She gained their trust,
while Secretary Rumsfeld did nothing but bring a longstanding
crisis with China to the front, a crisis that goes beyond military
spending alone, to include Chinese exports to American’
markets and the massive surplus favoring China, while the
American administration attempts to convince Beijing to
reduce some of its exports to protect the local American

production.

The above does not negate the fact that American criticism of

the foreign workers situation in some Arab countries is true.

We ought to launch a reform ' process without American
pressure or criticism. The problem is that the U.S. is not a good

example to follow.
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Terrorism in Europe

Abdullah Iskandar, Al-Hayat

15/07/2005

It is most likely that local cells are executing a general
commandment of committing terrorist operations every time
they have the opportunity to strike and at any place in the
world; to name a few we could mention the recent terrorist
attack in London, and those of Saudi Arabia, Dar Albayda,
Madrid and Bali. The justifications of “Jihadist”, “expiatory”
or “retaliatory” are the various aspects of the same general
commandment that is dealing with the world as Bin Laden had
determined, i.e. having two canupif:s': Al Qaeda’s and that of

everybody else,

This strategy was successful .in Europe, at least temporarily,
since the London attacks succeeded in rendering the blast
targeting as much people as possible, both a governmental and
individual concern. It also made the Muslims in Europe feel
that they are accused until proven innocent. Long and great
efforts need to be exerted before trust be restored and the

Muslim be a normal citizen in a European country.
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Regardless of the attempts to embellish the relation of the
Muslim with his state, the simple fact that the members of the
terrorist cells are “taking refuge” within the Muslim
communities, which are under surveillance to avoid new
terrorist massacres, will constitute discrimination in dealing
with citizens. This will be the situation in case no random
arrests are performed and no police jurisprudences are issued
or acts of vengeance linked to cumulative feelings are

committed against innocent Muslim communities.

The terrorist British cells might have chosen the timing of their
attacks in London in a way to coincide with the G& summit,.
which was hosted by Tony Blair. It is certainly a planned
political timing. Terrorism imposed itself on the'working
agenda of the participants, after the heads of states personally
examined the scene of the tragedy and the magnitude of the
damage. Accordingly, they gave instructions to increase
“alertness” to the maximum level in their respective countries.
Still, there is an uncalculated timing: the beginning of the
school summer holidays and the summer leisure trips. This
reflects in the busy European airports and traveling stations in
normal cases. One could only imagine the magnitude of

distress and hardship that the travelers and tourists are
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suffering due to the exceptional security procedures across
Europe, in anticipation of any expected terrorist act. A traveler
now has to spend an entire day in a trip that would normally
take two to three hours. Travelers are now lined up in long
queues, waiting for uncommon inspection procedures and
identity inquiry. Each one stands methodically, waiting for his
turn, fully understanding the need, yet, questioning the reason
of this whole trouble and pointing to Al Qaeda and the

Muslims.

To those who claim that the terrorist attacks in Madrid forced
the Spanish government to withdraw its troops from Iraq, one
could answer that the Spanish Prime Minister Zappatero set the
measure as a priority in his electoral campaign and fulfilled his
promise when he won the elections. To those who maintain
that the London attacks forced Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi to declare a partial withdrawal from Iraq, one could
reply that this measure came within the framework of the
electoral preparations in Italy, where the popularity of the
Italian Prime Minister is deteriorating. This means that the
Spanish and Italian participation in the war against Iraq never
gained the support of the people in the first place, as reflected

by the massive demonstrations against the war on the eve of
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the military action. Al Qaeda attacks were not behind the
recent decisions. These attacks could only be interpreted within
the framework of the free killings, whenever the opportunity
occurs, regardless of the damages and tragedies suffered by the

people, mainly Muslims.

It is unlikely that these murderers are thinking of the human
life. However, what happened in Europe is beyond what these
people are thinkin‘g of, it had become a general Arab and
Islamic concern to include to similar concerns in Arab and
Islamic  countries. This time, neither reproving and
condemning, nor disavowing the casualties is enough, yet
necessary. We should act on both the short and long run in
order to discover the identity of these murders and run after
them with all the possible means in order to unveil the names
of these murderers and track them by all possible means to
dismantle their networks, on the one hand. On the other hand,
we should dry out their intellectual, financial and human
resources, based on the consensus that this terrorism is one

although it comes in multiple forms,
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The "Peoples of Iraq

Zuhelr Kseibati, Al-Hayat

28/08/2006

One of the most outstanding outcomes of the Iraqi tribal chiefs
conference is that it has criminalized the killing of Iraqis:
Sunnis and Shiites, and Arabs and Kurds. It has also
recognized the severe negative impacts of the forced migration
and 'takfir' campaigns on the national awareness of the value of
integrity. What is certain is that no one there can see light at the

end of the tunnel of killing by preparing for other rounds of

conferences and dialogue.

One of the chiefs among them is Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki, who is firm in his national reconciliation project,
despite the attitude of other parties. These parties, altho. gh
considered partners in the rule, try to discourage Maliki,
because they are in favor of other projects. While he seems to
be calling on the tribes to play a role which all other parties and
militias have failed to secure, everyone seems to be at a

standstill in face of the inherent dilemmas. No one admits that
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solving these dilemmas should be the top priority. Meanwhile,
the disintegration and division of Iraq knows no peace, seen in

the rounds of killing, and sectarian and ethnic immigration.

The American description of the position of Iraqis regarding
the rounds and conferences of dialogue that do not yield any
results - other than communiqués - is quite simple. The US
attributes it to their lack of confidence and their natural fear of
any form of solution. Many of us may still remember that the
Americans were the ones who imagined and deluded others
that the solution would be ready immediately after the elections
and the endorsement of a new constitution to end the rule of the
interim government. The Americans were the ones who
suggested the recipe of federalism, an idea which turned into
the biggest fear of the final form of Iraq, which is supposed to

always be ruled with a permanent constitution.

In his endeavor to catch the train of national consensus, al-
Maliki replaced his reliance on the US occupation with foreign
influence. However, he did not fail to define the difficult
priorities, the most difficult of which is fighting terrorism and
the nightmares of sectarian strife. Then, the occupation became
the Iraqis' reality. Driving out the invaders became a second
priority for the Iraqis, whereas the Americans were eager to
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leave the country. Pre-ogclupied with preventing small-scale
civil wars between parties, militias and tribes, the Iraqi people
put their struggle againsi: the occupier at the bottom of their
priority list. But the Americans, pre-occupied with assessing
their losses and looking for a way out of thesquagmire, are
eager to reach a solution to satisfy the Iraqis and justify a large

withdrawal.

Looking into the contradiction between the US and Iraqi
priorities, one should look for the biggest barricade in small
wars in Basra, Baghdad, Baquba, Nasseriya, Tikrit and Kirkuk.
Washington sees federalism as an advanced solution that would
protect democracy in a Western fashion, Meanwhile, no party,
or political or religious reference could deny the misery this
recipe has brought to the Iragis. This recipe has widened the
gap between them on the basis of ethnic and sectarian

affiliations.

I am sure that Maliki, like President Jalal Talabani, is not using
the slogan of reconciliation to avoid the crisis. I am equally
sure that political parties or forces leaders, such as Abdel Aziz
al-Hakim, realize that what they pursue under the umbrella of
federalism would not facilitate the reconciliation project, which
postulates disbanding the militias in order to strengthen the
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State's grip. Does al-Hakim not know that most identity killings
and sectarian and ethnic cleansing campaigns are committed in

the name of or with the support of these militias?

At the opening of the Iraqi tribal chiefs convention in Babylon
Hotel, al-Hakim's message was that federalism was the best
safeguard to our people in central and southern Iraq. Basically,
this united country becomes divided into peoples: the Sunni
people, the Shiite people, etc... These peoples may need tens
of conferences to define their affiliations, identities and loyalty.
It will therefore take them years to agree on the criteria of
common interest among the neighbors in a country that was

once a strong, united country.

A day might come when Maliki, brave as he is in defending the
reconciliation project, tells the Iragis that the home-grown
conflict with terrorism is a only a conflict over the borders of
federal divisions. Then it would be the time to classify the

‘peoples’ of Iraq, to divide the country and share the loot.
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The Article is a Forthright Condemnation

Jihad el-Khazen, Al-Hayat
28/08/2006

| will continue with the topic of historian Norman G.
Finkelstein, and his condemnation of the extremist apologist,

Alan Dershowitz. Perhaps some of my readers remember that
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Dershowitz was O. J. Simpson's attorney. He defended
Simpson even though he and the whole world knew that
Simpson was a murderer. Now, he defends the Israeli
aggression with the same enthusiasm, even though, by doing

this, he does nothing but confirm that murder was committed.

Here I will continue to review some quotes from Finkelstein's

article:

The main thrust of 'Preemption’ is to justify an Israeli assault
on Iran's nuclear facilities. Although the book purports to the
lofty goal of constructing a jurisprudence for criminal intent
prior to commission of an actual crime, Dershowitz's range of
historical reference is pretty much limited to the Bible and
Israel...To justify the Isracli assault on Iran, Dershowitz sets
up Israel's attack on Egypt in June 1967 as a paradigm of
legitimate preemptive war and its attack on Irag's nuclear

reactor in 1981 as a paradigm of legitimate preventive war. ..

In early August, Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a
comprehensive report on Israel's violations of the laws of war
during the first two weeks of the Lebanese war, According to
the report, the Israeli strikes, with no apparen.tl military target,

killed 500 people, mostly civilians, and damaged and destroyed
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about 5000 homes in just two weeks. In some cases, the Israeli
army deliberately targeted civilians, and the organization came

to the conclusion that Israel had committed war crimes.

In return, Dershowitz has repeatedly alleged in numerous op-ed
pieces that Israel takes "extraordinary steps to minimize
civilian casualties", However, he offers no evidence that "Israel
uses pinpoint intelligence and smart bombs in an effort to
target the terrorists". Therefore, there is no proof other than

what he says.

He says that the "new kind of warfare" in the "age of terrorism”
underscores the "absurdity and counterproductive nature of
current international law" and the need to change it. He alleged
that the international law is based on "old rules written when
uniformed armies fought other uniformed armies on a
battlefield far away from cities", whereas nowadays "terrorist
armies”, such as Hezbollah, "easily blend into civilian
populations" that "recruit, finance, harbor and facilitate their

terrorism".

Dershowitz now uses the war on terror as a pretext to strip
civilians of any protection in times of war. The main target of

his "reassessment of the laws of war" has been the fundamental
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distinction between civilians and combatants. He ridicules what
he deems the "increasingly meaningless word 'civilian", and
asserts that, in the case of terrorist organizations like
Hezbollah, civilians add to the numbers of terrorists.
(Dershowitz's description applies to Israel more than any other
country. It is where men and women are compulsorily
recruited. It is where any missile victim in any city is a current,
former, reserve or would-be soldier. Those who support suicide
attacks against Israel upheld the same reasoning. I have always
stood against this stance and called for halting the suicide
attacks in order to avoid civilian casualties, A terrorist as he is,
Dershowitz calls off the concept of 'civilianality' in order to

Justify the killing of civilians).

Using his academic pedigree, Dershowitz has played a
conspicuous, crucial and entirely voluntary public role in
rallying such support. For decades, he has grossly falsified
Israel's human rights records. He has urged the use of
collective punishment, such as the 'automatic destruction' of a
Palestinian village after every Palestinian attack. He has
covered up Israel's use of torture on Palestinian detainees. He
approved of assassination, and dismissed ethnic cleansing as a

"fifth-rate issue" similar to "massive urban renewal".
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In 'Preemption: A Knife that Cuts Both Ways', Dershowitz
observes that "there can be no question that some kinds of
expression contribute significantly to some kinds of evil". In
this context, he recalls that the International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda handed down life sentences to Hutu radio

broadcasters for inciting listeners to "hatred and murders". He

.also recalls the highly pertinent case of Nazi propagandist

Julius Streicher. There is reason to kill the likes of these
people, which means that Dershowitz should be targeted for
killing, just as he has urged Israel to kill. As Dershowitz
descends into barbarism, it remains a hopeful sign that few

seem inclined to join him.

I will stop quoting at this point. I hope I will be able to
translate the whole article into Arabic and distribute it, because
it is a condemnation of all Israeli apologists like Dershowitz.
Israel's crimes would not have continued without these murder
accomplices, who cover up crimes and lay the blame on the

victims..

While there are many like Dershowitz, the number of those like
Finkelstein is much greater. Therefore, there is still hope for
peace between the Palestinians and the Israelis in the Middle
East and in the whole world.
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Israelis and Sex Scandals

Jamil Ziabl, Al-Hayat

28/08/2000

It seems that sexual harassment is sweeping across the Israeli
scene. Israeli President Moshe Katsav, as well as the Minister
of Justice, are being accused of sexual affairs and seem to be

involved.

The uncovering of Israeli officials' sex scandals coincides with
the Israeli army's failure against Hezbollah and the acceptance

of the ceasefire truce, which the Israeli masses consider

“unsatisfactory’.

In Israel, the press has grown accustomed to focﬁsing on the
topics that ruin the reputation of officials, revealing their secret
behavior and unethical practices. But, this time, the scandal
comes from the top of the hierarchy. Talk of the scandal has
started to circulate among female employees, housewives,

schoolgirls and housekeepers.
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An ordinary woman, who once worked at the presidential
office, is accusing Israeli President Moshe Katsav of sexually
harassing her. Another girl followed by accusing Minister of
Justice Haim Ramon of forcefully kissing her, The president
and the minister are denying the accusations and offer excuses.
Both are sure that Justice will support them, but at the same

time, there are signs that indicate otherwise.

These two cases allowed another 20-year-old religious Jewish
girl to charge Ramon of sexually assaulting her. She recently
told the 'Maariv' newspaper that he invited her into his office

three years ago and tried to force her to kiss him.

As for President Katsav's blonde, attractive secretéw, she
provided new information regarding their relationship. She
accused him of having sexual intercourse with her, whereas,
previously, she had only accused him of molesting her.
Katsav's political future will be at stake if he is convicted; he
may be impeached. A new president would be elected for the
Jewish State. If this were to happen, he would damn sex, of
course. He may even come to hate the female body and call it a

snake.
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The Israelis and those who are familiar with the Jewish State
are wondering about what is happening to the Zionist entity
which used to frighten the East and West. Now, it is suffering
internal crises and accusations. It is suffering defeats and
psychological frustration. It is facing sex scandals and is falling
before the bodies of beautiful women who were once part of
the intelligence game to gather information on other countries.
Is the Hebrew State prematurely ageing? Are its men going
through midlife adolescence, giving in to the female body and

their sexual desires?

A month ago, 'Yediot Ahronot' published a photo of Israel's
president. He was frowning, and, on his right, there waé a
blonde girl in jeans. The newspaper said that Katsav
complained to the government's legal advisor that his former
employee is trying to blackmail him. She wanted half a million
dollars to keep her sexy conversation with the president secret,
which was recorded on tape. The president considers this a
false claim due to his refusal to give her back her job at his
office. During the investigation, some officers at the
Presidential Office said that this girl used to enter the
president's office during lunchtime and would stay for an hour

or more, and that no employee dared to enter during that time.
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Those familiar with the situation assert that underlying this
scandal are political figures that fear Katsav might return to his
original Likud party, and that he might run for party leadership
at the end of his term. Are we going to see in Katsav a replica
of Clinton's scandal with Monica Lewinsky? Especially given
that reports issued in Israel show that the trafficking of women
has been on the rise in recent years. Some 3000 to 5000 female

were smuggled into Israel for prostitution,

It seems that it would be better for the qther ministers to admit
their sex scandals, since the president himself has been
captivated by beautiful women, and the Minister of Justice
followed suit. Early admission will rein in the press, and the
street would no longer be surprised if there was a new list of

scandals of other Israeli cabinet ministers.
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Miller and the Times Agree to Part Company

Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

10/11/2005

Judith Miller, the New York Times reporter who went to jail as
a First Amendment champion in the CIA leak case but wound
up being rebuked by her executive editor and some of her
colleagues, resigned from the paper yesterday after a

controversial 28-year career.

The negotiated agreement over her departure included a letter
to the editor, to be published today, in which Miller said she is
quitting in part because "I have become the news." Even before
she served 85 days in jail last summer for refusing to testify
about her conversations with then-vice presidential aide Lewis
"Scooter" Libby, Miller wrote, she had "become a lightning rod
for public fury over the intelligence failures that helped lead
our country to war." Miller, whose prewar stories about

whether Iraq harbored weapons of mass destruction were later
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disavowed by the Times as inaccurate, said she regretted "that |

was not permitted to pursue" the story further.

Executive Editor Bill Keller, in a note to the staff, said, "Judy
participated' in some great, prize-winning journalism" and
"displayed fierce determination and personal courage both in
pursuit of the news and in resisting assaults on the freedom of

news organizations to report.”

Miller remains a likely witness in the perjury and obstruction-
of-justice case against Libby. But a Times spokeswoman
would not say whether the paper would continue paying her

legal bills, saying the severance package was confidential.

Under the settlement, Keller released a letter in which he
clarified his earlier criticism of Miller. In an October memo,
Keller said Miller "seems to have misled Phil Taubman," the
Washington bureau chief, "about the extent of her
involvement" in receiving information about CIA operative
Valerie Plame. Keller also said he would have been more
cautious, and perhéps more willing to compromise with the
special prosecutor demanding her testimony, "if I had known

the details of Judy's entanglement with Libby."
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In yesterday's letter, Keller wrote Miller: "You are upset with
me that I used the words 'entanglement' and 'engagement' in
reference to your relationship with Scooter Libby. Those words
were not intended to suggest an improper relationship, I was
referring only to the series of interviews through which you --
and the paper -- became caught up in an epic legal
controversy." Keller added that he remains "troubled" by her
2003 conversation with Taubman'but that "Phil himself does

not contend that you misled him."

Miller, a Pulitzer Prize winner, drew considerable sympathy
when she went to jail, rejecting as involuntary a waiver of
confidentiality from Libby that was accepted by journalists for
NBC, Time and The Washington Post who were subpoenaed in
the case. Miller changed her mind after speaking with Libby

. and was released Sept. 29.

But her limited cooperation with the paper's own reporters --
and the disclosure that she had agreed to describe Libby as a
"former Hill staffer" -- led to criticism by Keller and the Times

ombudsman.

Harvard media analyst Alex Jones, a former Times reporter,

called Miller's departure "inevitable. . . . There was a feeling of
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frustration and anger by members of the Times staff about how
they felt Judy Miller had in some ways compromised them and
their ércdibility had been compromised by how the New York
Times dealt with her." He said the paper still needs to fully

explain "what went wrong."

" don't see any way she could have returned to the paper
because she had violated the code of professional journalism in
so many ways that I didn't sec the staff able to accept her
again," said Jay Rosen, a New York University journalism
professor. "I don't think her peers understood why she went to

prison in the first place and why she left when she leftH

Miller wrote that some of Keller's comments unfairly
o ; ,
"suggested finsubordination on my part,” but said she has

always "adhered to the paper's sourcing and ethical guidelines.”

Miller told The Washington Post yesterday that she did
"exactly the right thing" in both going to jail and negotiating
her way out. "But I'm moving on," she said, "You can't be as

much in the news as I am and go on with reporting as usual.”
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Study deals a blow to claims of anti-war bias in BBC

NEws

Matt Wells, The Guardian

04/07/2003

Downing Street's complaints about anti-war bias within the
BBC appear to be disproved by an academic analysis that
shows the corporation displayed the most "pro-war" agenda of

any broadcaster.

A detailed study of peak-time television news bulletins during
the course of the Iraq war shows that the BBC was more reliant

than any of its rivals on government and military sources.

The findings, by academics at Cardiff University, give little
support 1o the deep-rooted suspicions in government circles
that lie at the heart of the row with the BBC. Instead, ahead of
the report by the foreign affairs select committee into the
government's use of intelligence, they give comfort to the

corporation.
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Over the three weeks of conflict, 11% of the sources quoted by
the BBC were of coalition government or military origin, the
highest proportion of all the main television broadcasters. The
BBC was the least likely to quote official lraqi sources, and
less likely than Sky, ITV or Channel 4 News to use
independent (and often sceptical) sources such as the Red

Cross,

The study found the BBC placed least emphasis on Iraqi
casualties, which were mentioned in 22% of its stories about
the Iraqi people. Casualties received most prominence on
Channel 4 News, figuring in 40% of its reports about Iraqis.
The corporation was least likely to report on the unhappiness of

Iraqis about the invasion.

The research, funded by Cardiff University, covers the BBCI
news at 6pm, the ITV Evening News at 6.30pm, Channel 4
News at 7pm and Sky News at 9pm. Channel 4 News was the
most questioning of the coalition line, while ITV News used

the lowest proportion of coalition sources.

Presenting the findings in the Guardian today, Justin Lewis,
deputy head of the school of journalism, media and cultural

studies at Cardiff University, says: "Far from revealing an anti-
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war BBC, our findings tend to give credence to those who
criticised the BBC for being too sympathetic to the
government's pro-war stance. Either way, to accuse the BBC of
an anti-war bias fails to stand up to any serious or sustained

analysis."

The BBC says it received a stream of complaints about its war
coverage. Richard Sambrook, the director of news, said in a
letter to Alastair Campbell, the director of communications at
Downing Street, at the height of the row: "It is our firm view
that No 10 tried to intimidate the BBC in its reporting of events

leading up to the war and during the course of the war itself."

Mr Campbell chose to fight a public battle on the subject of a
BBC story that reported a claim he had "sexed up" an
intelligence dossier about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction.
He told the foreign affairs select committee two weeks ago that
the claim in the BBC report was "a lie". Later in the week, he
dismissed the BBC's response as a combination of "weasel

words and sophistry".

But the Guardian understands that Mr Campbell had an equally

heated row on the eve of war when 139 rebel Labour MPs
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voted against the government in a Commons vote on the case

for the conflict.

He was furious that the BBC presented the result as a "record
rebellion” - which it was - instead of a significant victory for

Tony Blair because the rebels did not win the vote.

Some commentators sympathetic with Downing Street's case
have supported the claim that the BBC was anti-war: this week
the Sun ran a story claiming that senior BBC journalists Jeremy

Paxman, John Simpson, Peter Sissons and David Dimbleby

were "alarmed" about the effect the row may have on the

BRC's reputation for impartiality.

Yesterday, the four sent an open letter to the Sun, attacking its
political editor for failing to contact them before running the
story. They wrote: "Neither Trevor Kavanagh, nor anyone else
from the Sun, has ever sought our opinions on this matter. Had
they done so, they would know that we don't indulge in private

comment on matters of public debate.”
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Ink Answered With a Call for Blood

Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

08/04/2002

USA Today reporter Jack Kelley wrote a cover story last
surnmer on a dozen extremist Jewish settlers on the West Bank
who opened fire on a Palestinian taxi carrying what the group's
leader called "Muslim filth."

"I got 3,000 e-mails a day for 10 straight days, including
several death threats," Kelley says. "Someone sent a bouquet of
white funeral flowers. The message was loud and clear: If you

don't play our way, you will suffer the consequences."

Covering the Middle East has long been risky business for
foreign correspondents, a danger that was underscored a week
ago when Boston Globe reporter Anthony Shadid was shot in
the shoulder in an area of Ramallah under Israeli military
control. But even those who remain physically safe cannot

avoid being wounded by rhetorical fire,
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Robin Wright, a Los Angeles Times reporter who has covered
the Mideast for more than a quarter-century, says some of her
readers "get very angry and sometimes very rude and make all
kinds of accusations. . . . I get it from both sides, There's a

personal anger."

One recent e-mailer called Wright "brain-dead" for supposedly
ignoring America's military and economic support for Israel.
Another said her reporting was "patently flawed" and that "if
lsrael and the Palestinians have a war to fight, let them fight it."

A third called her a "terrorist lover."

Lee Hockstader, Jerusalem bureau chief for The Washington
Post, says he has "a bulging manila file full of the most
venomous hate mail you can imagine, including attacks on the
Graham family," which owns The Post, "as well as very

personal attacks on me. . .,

"Wou come here and there's a predetermined group of readers
on both sides. From the moment you start typing on your first
day, they're sure you must have a bias, no matter who you are,
and they're acting to snuff it out. They say you're pro-lsraeli or
pro-Palestinian. Often their critiques are a reflection of their

bias, not yours."
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In December 2000, two cars belonging to Hockstader and his
wife, clearly marked as press vehicles, were set on fire outside

The Post's bureau,

Editorial decisions are constantly second-guessed. Gov. Jesse
Ventura and Sens. Paul Wellstone and Mark Dayton were
among 350 prominent Minnesotans who signed a full-page ad
in the Minneapolis Star Tribune last week, accusing the paper
of a "double standard” for not referring to Palestinian suicide
bombers as terrorists, Editor Tim McGuire says the word
"terrorist” isn't banned but that the paper prefers the more-
specific "suicide bomber," since both sides are accusing each

other of terrorism.

"We've come to expect that ardent believers on both sides will
take issue with what you do," McGuire says. "You have to play
it as straight as you can. People who have very strong opinions
want things to look their way, and they're not interested in

having them down the middle."

Every correspondent quickly learns the pitfalls, As New York
Times columnist Thomas Friedman put it in an interview last

year: "In the Middle East, everyone wants to own you. If they
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can't own you, they want to destroy you, There's no middle

ground."

Kelley, who was knocked to the ground last August when a
bomb exploded at a Jerusalem pizza parlor he had left seconds
earlier, echoes that sentiment. "Both sides see us as being in the
pocket of the other," he says. "On every single interview in the
West Bank and Gaza, on the Israeli side they ask me, where do
my sympathies lie? On the Palestinian side they tell me how
cruel Israel has been and how the United States supports Israel.
Lately many interviews end with a threat: 'T'll be watching what

LR 1]

you write.

Television interviews draw the same kind of scrutiny. Detroit
News columnist Thomas Bray, writing on OpinionJournal.com,
faulted CBS's Lesley Stahl for telling Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon on "60 Minutes" that he was "Goliath" and Yasser
Arafat "David."

"Repeatedly, Ms. Stahl asked Mr. Sharon why he 'hated' Mr.
Arafat so intensely. And when the prime minister . . . averred
that he didn't hate Mr. Arafat but felt strongly about the
slaughter of innocents in Israel, she demanded to know if he

felt nothing for the killing of Palestinian civilians as well. It
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st

was, in other words, a breathtaking display of the moral

equivalence that so deeply infects the media."

!

CBS spokesman Kevin Tedesco says Stahl was simply
presenting the other side: "That's what any good journalist
would do, so it wouldn't just be Mr, Sharon in a one-way

statement about his country's policy."

Columnist Eric Alterman took the opposite tack on
MSNBC.com, listing 60 big-name commentators he says are

reflexively pro-Israel:

"Even Ariel Sharon and Benjamin Netanyahu would not be
able to complain about the level of support their actions
typically receive from the members of the punditocracy. For
reasons of religion, politics, history and genuine conviction the
punditocracy debate of the Middle East in America is

dominated by people who cannot imagine criticizing Israel."

As the violence continues, every paragraph, headline and photo
placement will continue to be criticized, sometimes fairly,
sometimes not. "I've covered this for so long that I've come to
expect it," says Wright of the Los Angeles Times. "It just

comes with the territory."
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Revolving Door

A reporter for the San Antonio Express-News is raising
eyebrows among Texas politicos by writing about his former

bosses,

W. Gardner Selby worked for the Democratic state
comptroller, John Sharp, from 1995 to 1998. When Shamp left
to run for lieutenant governor, Selby stayed on with the
Republican comptroller, Carole Keeton Rylander, but was let
o in 2000. Now Selby is a political writer whose coverage
includes -- yes -- Sharp's second bid for lieutenant governor

and Rylander's reelection campaign,

Jennifer Ransom Rice, a spokeswoman for Rylander, says her
office has had no problem with Selby. But Sharp's Republican
opponent, David Dewhurst, was troubled by a story two weeks
ago in which Selby quoted Sharp as criticizing Dewhurst for
supposedly ducking appearances with him. "I wish he had

included our side," says Dewhurst spokesman Nick Voinis.

After being contacted by The Post, Express-News Editor
Robert Rivard decided that Selby "cannot cover his former

boss," Sharp, and was not supposed to cover Rylander, "It was
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a mistake to send him on such assignments,” Rivard says of the

Sharp stories.

Selby, who declined to commment, "is a solid reporter with no
political agenda, and nothing in any of his storics suggests
bias," Rivard says. "Still, we want all candidates to feel they

are getting a fair shake."
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The Reporter's Last Take

In an Era of Anonymous Sources, Judy Miller Is a Cautionary

Tale of the Times
Lynne Duke, The Washingion Post
10/11/2005

NEW YORK Judy Miller's fumbling with the tape recorder. It's

not even her tape recorder.

"This is off the record," she's saying, her voice high and nasal.
She's groping for a button to stop the tape, to take us behind
268



that cozy curtain called "off the record" where you can dish,

spin, vent, manipulate, and all in secret.
Miller's good at it. This is her world.

Qo here we are last week in a SoHo brasserie called Balthazar,
where a parade of Judys appears. Outraged Judy. Saddened
Judy. Charming Judy. Wise Judy. Conspiratorial Judy. Judy,
the star New York Times reporter turned beleaguered victim of
the gossipmongers and some journalists who have made her
nsick to death of the regurgitation of lies and easily checkable

falsehoods.” That's why she's agreed to talk.

But her Treo's vibrating on her hip. 1t's a friend calling. "My
fan club from Paris," she chirps into the phone, in English,

before switching to a mix of French and Arabic.

It goes on like this for three hours. She answers questions -- or
refuses. She turns the tables, asking about her interviewer's life,
She takes calls. She grabs the tape recorder. She waxes
eloquent, even in anger. At times, tears well up. There's
something frantic about her -- not vulnerable, mind you, for

that's the last thing she is.
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"Oh. T've got to take this." She's reaching for the phone again.

"It's my lawyer,"

For weeks, she'd been in severance talks with the Times. And
finally, yesterday, she and her employer of 28 years called it
quits.

After all, how could she have remained at a newspaper where
her boss, Executive Editor Bill Keller, seemed to have called
her a liar and added the innuendo of the word "entanglement"
to the lexicon of reporter-source relations? Where she's been
vilified in print as a "Woman of Mass Destruction"? Where a
lot of people think she used her journalism to help the Bush
administration's case for war? Where colleagues were outraged
to hear accusations thai she abused her embedded status with
an Army unit searching for those fabled weapons of mass

destruction?

Well, Miller had -- before her resignation -- some pointed,

mocking words for her many critics.

"I am so powerful and influential that I take over Army
divisions? I run the New York Times newsroom single-

handedly? And now I take the country to war? Wow! That
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must be one heck of a reporter. I've heard of pushy broads, but

this brings the pushy broad to a new level."
Looking for the Truth

She is celebrated and scorned, both famous and infamous, A
dogged reporter, winner of the Pulitzer Prize, author of four
books, expert on terrorism, confidante of powerful government
sources through several White House administrations -- and yet
Miller's credibility came to rest on a single question: Does she
tell the truth?

For a reporter, that question is devastating in the asking. But to

her critics, it is a question long overdue.

Several of Miller's Times colleagues, interviewed before her
resignation, expressed bitterness after years of watching her
seem to slip-slide away from sﬁnction for questionable
behavior, like being too cozy with a particular point of view,

being too elose to her sources, all of which she denies.

And so Miller's emergence as a pivotal figure in a high
government scandal seems, to her critics, a karmic
comeuppance. As Miller's role in the CIA leak probe was

revealed, a certain schadenfreude took hold in Times
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newsrooms both in New York and in Washington, which have

been seething over the Miller saga.

In a special prosecutor's quest to find the culprit who leaked the
identity of CIA operative Valerie Plame, Miller, 57, wound up
spending 85 days in jail earlier this year rather than name the
source who mentioned Plame's identity to her. She served time,
she said, because she did not believe her source had
sufficiently waived the confidentiality agreement between

them.

It was all for the sake of the First Amendment rights of
Journalists, she says -- which prompted eyes to roll among
some of her colleagues at the Times, who believe she really
went to jail because she needed to resuscitate her 'professional
image. Miller had been battered by earlier allegations of bias in
support of the Bush administration's contention, since
discredited, that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction. (She
became so controversial, in fact, that in late 2003 the Times

prohibited her from writing about WMD),

"Anybody who thinks that I would have gone to jail as a career

move doesn't know jail, doesn't know me." (But yes, she says,
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she did keep a jailhouse journal, just in case she decides to do a

L

book.)

After her release from jail, she revealed to a federal grand jury
what 1. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, then the vice president's chief

of staff, had said to her about Plame in three conversations.

Shortly thereafter, on Oct. 28, Libby resigned after the grand
jury indicted him for allegedly lying about several Plame-

related conversations he'd had with reporters, including Miller,

Miller says she was hurt by Keller's suggestion that there was

an "entanglement" between her and Libby.

"I had no personal, social or other relationship with him except

as a source," she told the Times.

Now, Miller could become a witness for the prosecution at
Libby's trial, which in a way could put her in the dock, too: as
the journalist who became a lightning rod for all manner of
criticism of the Bush administration, the war, the conduct of

journalism.
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Building a Reputation

"It's quite conceivable that some people really don't like me,"
Miller is saying, "That's okay. I don't like everybody. As Bill
Safire said, I'm not Miss Congeniality. . . . 1 suppose people
often feel slighted that I don't spend a lot of time schmoozing
around the coffee cart, because if I'm talking to my colleagues,

I'm not getting the story."

That had been Miller's main mission throughout her journalism

careecr,

Her style is indeed "pushy," as she herself suggested. But
would an aggressive, high-decibel male reporter be embroiled
in all the controversy in which Miller finds herself? It is a
question that some of her friends raise, for they believe that
part of the invective swirling around Miller has to do with

gender bias.

"A man is tough and hard-driving and a woman is a bitch,"
says Patricia Cohen, the Times theater editor (and former

Washington Post staffer), who is a friend of Miller's.

Others say that Miller's troubles at the Times stemmed in part

from poor management decisions about assignments,
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For instance, Miller was promoted in the late 1980s to an
editing job as deputy Washington bureau chief. And it was a
disaster. She ran roughshod over staff so harshly that Max
Frankel, then the paper's executive editor, said he "relieved her

of that job".

"She was very anxiety-ridden and tough on a lot of people,” he

says.

(Miller concurs that the promotion was a mistake, "I was ill-
suited for it. It's not me. I'm not good at managing other

people").

Frankel said Miller flourished, however, as the Times Cairo

bureau chief and then a Paris correspondent.

"Judy made her early reputation as a reporter in the Middle
East, where you don't work with many people," Frankel says.
"You're out alone. You're running a bureau and you're traveling
around and you're getting good interviews and lobbing good

stories. And she was appreciated for those things."

Indeed, Miller had a large footprint throughout the Middle East
in those years. She was on a first-name basis, for instance, with

the late King Hussein of Jordan and once ended up in a tractor
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alone with Moammar Gaddafi of Libya at the wheel as she

attempted to interview him.

Colleagues in the region recall her as hypercompetitive,

sometimes disturbingly so.

Youssef M. Ibrahim, who was Middle FEast regional
correspondent for the Times for 10 years beginning in 1986,
says Miller tried to steal an interview he'd scheduled in the
mid-1980s with Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the Egyptian foreign
ministry official who would later become United Nations

secretary general,

As Ibrahim recalls it, Miller told him she was "intercepting” the
Boutros-Ghali interview, that she had seniority, says Ibrahim,
who left the Times in 1999,

They shouted at each other, he says. He is not even sure who
hung up on whom. In the end, Ibrahim got his interview --

without Miller present,

"I'm glad he has such an exquisite memory," says Miller. "I
don't even remember it, But reporters fight over stories. It is

not shocking, at the New York Times or any other newspaper."
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Adam Clymer, retired political correspondent for the Times,
recalls an episode during the 1988 presidential campaign, when

Miller was deputy Washington bureau chief,

Then the political editor based in New York, Clymer was
awakened just after midnight one morning by a call from
Miller, he says. She was demanding that a story about

Democratic candidate Michael Dukakis be pulled from the
paper.

The story was too soft, she complained -- and said Lee
Atwater, the political strategist for Vice President George H.W,
Bush, believed it was soft as well, Clymer said he was stunned
to realize that Atwater apparently had either seen the story or
been told about it before publication. He and Miller argued, he

recalls, and he ultimately hung up on her, twice.

To Clymer, it was an indication of what he and others believe

is Miller's main problem.
"She had gotten too close to her sources,” he says.

But Miller denies the episode happened,
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‘I doubt | would have said that," she says sardonically,

"because it wouldn't have been a winning argument,”

Her former colleagues use all manner of adjectives to describe
Miller, but there is consensus among some two dozen people

interviewed that she is, indeed, a volatile person.

Volcanic might be the better word. She erupts. She is known to
holler at newsroom clerks, to berate hotel staff while on the

road, several colleagues said,

Even in her social life, she is known as a charming hostess at
dinner parties with her husband, publishing icon Jason Epstein,
a founder of the New York Review of Books - except when
there's an eruption and they start sniping at each other. The
explosions pass quickly, and they retumn to their charming
selves, says Leslie Gelb, an old friend of Miller's and a former

Timesman who has dined at the Miller-Epstein home.

Miller atiributes her explosiveness to her heritage -- a brew of
Russian Jewish (her father's side) and Irish Catholic (her

mother's).

"The thing they had in common was they were volatile," she

says of Bill Miller and Mary Theresa Connolly.
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And both were entertainers who wanted something different for

their children.

| Getting Personal

Bill Miller, who died in 2002, once owned and operated a
swank nighiclub i in the 1940s, called Bill Miller's Riviera, high
on a cliff in Fort Lu: N.J.. where Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin
and a young Sammy Davis Jr. played. Later, he was credited
with invigorating, thé: lounge acts at several Las Vegas hotels,
bringing in Mae West, Louis Prima, Sonny and Cher and --

yes, even Elvis for a long run of sold-out shows.

Connolly had been a dancer in a club owned by Lou Walters
(the father of Barbara Walters of ABC News), who introduced
her to Bill Miller. The two married, and Judy Miller's
childhood took her from Englewend, N.J, to Miami Beach to
Vegas to Hollywood, where she studied drama at Hollywood

High.

Judy Miller arrived in the nation's capital in 1972, at the age of

24, fresh from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and

International Affairs at Princeton, where she received a

master's in economics, after her bachelor's degree from Barnard -

College. She had no prospects, just a hunger to be a journalist,
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she says, and quickly began reporting for National Public

Radio and the Progressive,

That magazine hired her in 1973 as it Washington
correspondent. Miller threw herself fully into the Washington
milien. She was ambitious. She was drawn to powerful people

and powerful stories.

She developed a reputation as a strong reporter, and the Times,
in the throes of a class action gender discrimination suit, hired
Miller in 1977.

Gelb, then a national security writer at the Times, remembers
Miller for her "frantic pursuit of stories," he says. "It was kind
of endearingly frantic. She was Just so driven to go get good

stories, and she was working all the time."

She also was fully in the mix of the Washington social scene.
Her relationships took on the aspect of legend, stirring
controversy and gossip because of her romantic affairs with

public officials,

Miller is outraged when asked about it,
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"What male reporter would be asked about whom he went out
with 25 years ago?" (Well, actually, lots, if the dates were

public officials),

First, she lived with Wisconsin Democrat Rep. Les Aspin.
Their relationship was well known. They entertained friends

together. (Aspin died of a stroke in 1995).

Then, her relationship with Richard Burt, a Times colleague,
turned controversial when he left the paper and joined the State
Department. Burt declined to speak on the record for this
article. News articles of that period say Burt's relationship with
Miller was quesl.iom‘:d during his Senate confirmation hearings
as an assistant secretary of state in 1982 and, in 1989, as a chief
U.S. arms control negotiator. Some senators wanted to know
whether Burt had passed classified information to Miller during

their relationship. Burt denied it.

Miller says neither Congress nor the State Department were her
beats during those relationships. But they raised red flags
nonetheless for Bill Kovach, who became the Times

Washington bureau chief in 1979,

"There were regular stories about Judy Miller's tendency to get

too close to sources and develop personal relationships,” says
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Kovach, founding chairman of the Committee of Concerned

Journalists, a media ethics group. Any public official, to his

thinking, is a potential source, which is why close relations
b

with them should be shunned.

Kovach talked to Miller about respecting ethical boundaries, he
says. He'd asked editors to watch her articles, to check for bias,
and found them to be clear. Miller says she does not recall the

conversation with Kovach.

In those days, as part of his training in a business he would one
day run, Arthur Sulzberger Jr. also worked in the Times
Washington bureau. In fact, he was part of the social set of
young reporters that included Miller. Sulzberger and his wife
shared a summer house on the Eastern Shore with Miller and a
beau from the bureau, according to "The Trust," the 1999 book

about the Sulzberger family.

Those days were long ago. But there is an abiding perception
among some at the Times that Sulzberger, now the Times
publisher, has been Miller's behind-the-scenes protector all

these years. .

Miller herself would not comment on that idea; Sulzberger's

office did not respond to a reporter's inquiry.
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"I never saw any evidence that he did protect her, but I am very
much aware of editors believing they couldn't do much about

her because they thought he was protecting her," Clymer says.
‘Do You Know Judy Miller?'

As a Times reporter, Miller's reputation both preceded and
lingered after her -- as a colleague discovered one day in 2001

when he was reporting at the Afghan foreign ministry in Kabul.

Officials there didn't speak great English, and there was much
back and forth, until the reporter uttered the words "New York
Times," which the officials understood,t They started shouting
at the reporter, "Do you know Judy Miller? Do you know Judy
Miller?"

Turns out, these officials had been on the receiving end of
Miller's aggressive reporting when she traveled in Afghanistan

in search of al Qaeda training camps.

“This Judy Miller! She was so pushy and she was demanding
and pressing us to take her to those al Qaeda camps but we
couldn't go and she told us we were covering up" and on and

on, the Afghanis yelled at Miller's amused colleague that day.
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And he was duly impressed. (He requested anonymity to avoid

being drawn into the controversy.)

Even before the 9/11 terror attacks, Miller had been searching
for terrorist training camps, for the three-part January 2001
series on al Qaeda, reported with Craig Pyes and written with
Stephen Engelberg, that won the 2002 Pulitzer Prize. And she
has written books on the Holocaust, on Saddam Hussein, on the
rise of radical Islam and on bioterror in her best-selling 2001
book "Germs: Biological Weapons and America's Secret War," «
written with Engelberg and William Broad, another Times

colleague.

People who have worked with her hold her work style in high
regard, though they also are aware of her shortcomings in basic

human relations.

Miller is a "24/7 operation,” the kind of reporter who "would
call at 10 in the evening wanting to tell you about an exciting
interview she just had," says Engelberg, now managing editor

at the Oregonian in Portland.

"She cultivates sources really assiduously,” says Claudia
Payne, a close Miller friend and also an editor on the al Qaeda

series. "She has an incredible sense of decorum. Sources get
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preeting cards. They get little trinkets" like Times keychains
and the like.

Miller says that after winning the Pulitzer, an editor (she won't
say who) told her to "run amok," to bring in more great stories,

more prize-winning stories,

That's what gave her the idea to call herself "Miss Run Amok."
She says she meant it facetiously. She was quoted in the Times
as telling a colleague the title meant "I can do whatever I

want." She disputes th.! statement,

And she did it, this running amok, at the center of a major story

of our time.

She was among the key journalists writing of the danger of
Iraq's WMD in several articles that quoted Bush administration
officials and made the case, now discredited, for the United
States' war in Iraq. To be fair, Iraq's possession of WMD was
the conventional wisdom of the pre-war period. The
Washington Post was among the newspapers reporting that

story.

But Miller's work stood out. She relied on a collection of Iraqi

defectors whose information proved faulty and whose
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credibility in many cases was suspect. And during the war,
when other newspeople and experts began realizing that the
lack of evidence of Irag's WMD was likely an indicator that
there was no WMD, Miller held out longer and continued to

write from the field as if they would be found any day.

In early 2003, as the war began, Miller was embedded with one
of the U.S, Army teams whoée sole task was to find a WMD.
The unit was called Mobile Exploitation Team Alpha, and
Miller played a strangely involved role in it, according to

Washington Post reports of that time.

She appeared to act as a liaison of sorts between the Army and
Ahmed Chalabi of the Iraqi National Congress, one of the
exiles she had known for several years, and whose veracity on

Iraq's weapons turned out to be suspect.

Several military personnel involved with the weapons hunt told
The Washington Post two years ago that they felt Miller had
virtually hijacked the team.

She was so invested in Alpha's progress that she wrote a
threatening note to military public affairs officials to protest the

team's redeployment orders.
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"] intend to write about this decision in the NY Times to send a
successful team back home just as progress on WMD is being

made,” she wrote. The team was not redeployed.
A Sense of Mission

There is something about Miller -- something that seems like a

crusade, a personal mission, against terror.

To her critics, she's an ideologue. She's often criticized as a
neoconservative, because she seems to have bought a policy

line from particular sources because of an ideological kinship.

Some point to Miller's relationship just after Sept. 11, 2001,
with Benador Associates, a conservative speaker's bureau
whose roster at that time included neoconservatives such as
Richard Perle, a Reagan-¢ra defense official. Miller says she
was connected to Benador only briefly, and her one potential

speaking engagement ultimately fell through.

As further evidence that Miller toes a particular line, some
point to Laurie Mylroie, Miller's co-author in the 1990 book
“Saddam Hussein and the Crisis in the Gulf." Mylroie, a policy
pundit, has argued that Iraq was connected to the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing and to the attacks of 2001.
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Miller, when asked about this, says she does not agree with
those theories,

"I am not a neoconservative,” Miller says adamantly. She calls

herself a centrist.

If she relied on any sources too strongly while covering WMD
and the war, she says, it was because she had no reason to
distrust them, because they had never lied to her or been
wrong. She is talking, she says, about people in the Clinton

administration as well as the current Bush administration.

But in her reporting, there was something else on which Miller

. relied as much, if not more: her personal belief in the danger

that Saddam Hussein pced to the world,

It was personal, for she had been detained for a day by
Hussein's security forces back in the 1980s, she says. And it
was personal because, as she writes in her 1996 book on Islam,
"God Has Ninety-Nine Names," an Iraqi source once told her,
"that I was on a very short list of writers who are considered

the regime's ‘eternal enemies,' "

No, she says, she wasn't just being fed information by sources.
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"I had my own independent knowledge of Saddam Hussein. |
was on record in 'Saddam Hussein and the Crisis in the Gulf]
talking about this horrible regime and its use of chemical
weapons against its own people. . . . I feared there was nothing
he wouldn't do if he had access to such weapons. 1 was
genuinely fearful of what he might do to American forces, to
American installations in the Middle East and, if there was an
al Qaeda link -- and I didn't know that and I never wrote that --
what he might do in the United States. My own reporting on

Iraq made me fearful of Saddam Hussein."

And so fighting him, fighting his terror, became a passion.
Fighting chemical and biological threats became a passion,

Fighting al Qaeda became a passion.
As she speaks of 9/11's galvanizing impact, her voice rises.

"I hope to God that I'm wrong. I hope to God that not another
American ever dies in a terrorist attack. But I would take no

comfort. I would be heartsick to have to say I told you so.

"But I will make no apologies for my continuous commitment,
my desire to pursue stories about threats to our country,” she
says emphatically, almost frantically, her crusading eyes

brimming with tears.
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Long Out of the Kitchen but Still Taking the Heat

Tina Brown, The Washington Post

10/11/2005

It's been an unsettling few months for women of a certain age.
Between the flameouts of Judy Miller and Harriet Miers, the
frantic reentry of Martha Stewart and the sight of former CBS
News producer Mary Mapes shaking her gored locks on ABC's
"Good Moming America," everywhere you turn there's a
power woman either in extremis or declaring she's

indestructible, which are usually the same thing,

Remember that ludicrous memo that went out from the White
House last week calling on administration functionaries to
attend compulsory ethics seminars? It was signed by the
president's counsel, Harriet Miers. The poor drudge is back in
her old job mopping up the mess in the men's rooms, stoically
pretending she's not bitter that a stampede of right-wing rhinos

Just got done stomping her reputation and flattening her future,
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Was it always so hazardous for women in the public eye? The
speed of the news cycle means that reputation-wrecking has
accelerated for everyone, but when a woman is the subject the

vortex of venom reaches a spinning climax.

The only plus is that the revved-up cycle shortens the wait for
the inevitable Act 2, when yesterday's battered loser is required
to emerge from her chrysalis of shame "looking better than

ever."

Check out the buff upper arms of erstwhile tackling dummy
Arianna Huffington, whose latest operatic comeback arc --
from reviled conservative salonista and scheming political wife
to liberal cyberheroine and Web impresaria -- is chronicled in

this month's Vanity Fair.

The New York Observer reports that Times punching bag
Judith Miller, after a few dazed weeks limping along the beach
in Sag Harbor, was rumored to be deep in "strategy sessions"
with a kitchen cabinet of powerful Park Avenue gurus, until

she resigned yesterday.

After being burned at the stake, a fab new wardrobe, perhaps.

Quoth the Observer: "An orange sweater was draped over
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Miller's shoulders, and she wore her preferred oversize

tortoiseshell sunglasses."

Perhaps we can expect a slick glamour spread of Harriet Miers,
61, in a Versace gown split to the thigh and an eye job, under a
blurb that reads, "She's slim. She's free. She's looking hot.
Dodging that Supreme Court bullet was the best thing that ever

happened to the quiet dynamo from East Texas."

The most depressing thing about the spat betwcén Miller and
her colleague/nemesis Maureen Dowd was the tired old debate
it kicked off about who's the bigger vamp, Mo or Judy?
According to Dowd in a lethal column that put her away, Judy
had an unfortunate "tropism" (the lower the blow the loftier the
word) for powerful men. Meanwhile, the cover story on Dowd
in last week's New York magazine featured a smoldering
shoulder shot of the 53-year-old columnist, along with flutters
about her "dangerous charm" and "the little black dress with

spaghetti straps" she wore on a Letterman show.

Dowd's new book, "Are Men Necessary?," is a fun rant about
how women have dialed back their hard-won independence to
become alpha geishas servicing the craven weenies of

inadequate males, but the elephant in the room is the way
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Dowd's promotion for her book turns on an onerous,
retrosexual pitch for what hot stuff the author is. The more her
PR plays up the flame-haired temptress angle, the scarier and
more desperate it feels. It's made me put away for good the
long, black, stiletto-heeled Jimmy Choo boots I unwrapped
with racy squeals on my 50th birthday and start seriously

considering rhinestone reading glasses.

Dowd's hunt for who or what to blame for her vaunted
datelessness recalls Bush's correspondents' dinner routine about
looking for Iragi WMD under his Oval Office desk. The
thought of Dowd's girls' nights with fellow Times sirens
Alessandra Stanley and Michiko Kakutani sounds about as soft

and yielding as Macbeth's three witches on a club crawl.

The bummer of it all is that Dowd is right about the female
need to use aggression only as a stealth weapon. ;l‘he hazard of’
hitting the big five-oh and beyond is an erroncous sense that
you've earned the right not to play by the same rules. Once the
hormonal brakes come off, it's easy to crash. "l was in the
wrong place at the wrong time," Martha Stewart, 64, tells

Fortune. "I fell in a hole."
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But she dug her hole herself as surely as Mapes and Miller dug
theirs. Since women who are smart and aggressive about their
work have to conceal it with charm, when they fall on their
faces everyone forgets the smarts and the charm and talks only
about the aggression. In Mapes's just-released book, "Truth and
Duty: The Press, the President, and the Privilege of Power,"
she comes off as the kind of rip-snorting rodeo rider of the
news I would have killed to work with as an editor. Her gallop
through such Mapes-produced "60 Minutes II" scoops as
securing Karla Faye Tucker's death row interview or tracking
down Strom Thurmond's black illegitimate daughter or
exposing the atrocities of Abu Ghraib gives us a heart-racing

glimpse of a resourceful TV pro in her fearless prime.

But like Miller (and Stewart), Mapes has tunnel vision about
her mistakes. The charge-ahead heedlessness that did her in
was what made her a great investigative reporter in the first
place. In the book she maddeningly dismisses the central
delinquency of Rathergate -- that she never sufficiently nailed
down the provenance of the incriminating letters slipped to her

by former Texas Air National Guardsman Bill Burkett.

Great reporters regularly dive off cliffs, and it's up to their
bosses to yank them back. Mapes herself writes that as she
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crashed her story over a sleepy Labor Day weekend, she kept
wondering why no one at 60 Il was aggressively pushing back:
"Shouldn't someone be asking me questions? Maybe even
yelling a little? 1 missed the yelling." (Of her previous CBS
boss, Jeff Fager).

In the end I can't help warming to Mapes despite her
impenitent refusal to eat crow. She saves the real honesty in her
book not for the facts of her professional demise but for what
the fiasco felt like from the inside -- the whole armpit-soaking,
head-bursting horror of what goes down when the journalistic
crapola hits the fan and the blogs are on your case and your

mouth is dry from a fear of failure. .

Yes, Mapes steered CBS News into a brick wall. But as with
Miller and the Times, it was the boys in the front office who
gave her the steering wheel and failed to keep an eye on the
road and a foot on the brakes. I'm left with a real sense that
snuffing out firecrackers like Mapes and Miller is a loss to the

news business.

When Larry King asked Barbara Bush about the implosion of

CBS's story on her son's National Guard service, the former
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first lady replied: "In fact, didn't the girl take most of the
blame?" She usually does. You got that right, Bar.
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Did The Press Push Bush?

Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

05/04/2002

During a crime wave a decade ago, the New York Post
delivered a screaming front-page message to David Dinkins,

the city's new mayor.
"DAVE, DO SOMETHING!" the paper demanded.
The precise nature of the something was unimportant.

That'; how the media have been sounding this week — minus
the blaring headline — on Bush and the Middle East.

Was the president prodded by the press to wade into the
Mideast muck yesterday?
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Not that Bush would ever take direction from know-it-all
scribes and pundits, but the man was getting hammered big

time:
Why wasn't he more engaged?
Why wasn't Colin Powell more deeply involved?

Why didn't he bring the warring parties together like Bill
Clinton?

Did he have any responsibility for the rising violence?

These questions were, on some level, unfair, based on an
assumption that an American president can push a few buttons
and get results in a region where people have been fighting
since Biblical times. But they resounded- nonetheless as the

* death toll kept rising.

Bush was much tougher on Arafat rhetorically. But in asking
Israel to pull out of the West Bank, he was doing what the

Palestinians. and their Arab allies want,

Bush may have wanted to avoid risking his prestige in the past
by taking a restrained approach, refusing to so much as speak

to Arafat. Getting into negotiations with the warring parties
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would be so . . . Clintonian. But Bush's hands-off approach

became politically untenable.

Now, of course, the president has put himself on the line with
his "enough is enough" declaration. So if Powell fails to get
results — if the whole process blows up, as it has before — the

press will cast it as a failure.

In media land, it doesn't take long for "DO SOMETHING" to
become "WHAT WAS HE THINKING?"

Let's go to the videotape.

"President Bush today reversed course and thrust his
administration into a central role in the Middle East crisis," the
New York Times says, "demanding that Israel begin
withdrawing from the West Bank and telling Arab nations and
Yasir Arafat that they must actively oppose terrorism if they

are to have any hope of creating a Palestinian state.

"Mr. Bush said he would send Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell to the region next week, putting him in the center of
negotiatioﬁs that have been handled so far by a lower-level
envoy. But several of the president's ‘sénior aides said the true

importance of the speech was that it set Mr. Bush on a course
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of acting as a central mediator in the peace effort, a role which

until now he went to great lengths to avoid.

"Decades of bitter experience teach a clear lesson,' Mr. Bush
said in the Rose Garden. 'Progress is impossible when nations
emphasize their grievances and ignore their opportunities. The

storms of violence cannot go on. Enough is enough.'

"Shortly after the president's speech, a senior aide to Mr. Arafat
told CNN that the Palestinian leader accepted the pre:ident's
remarks 'without conditions.! In Israel, however, Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon said on television that the weeklong
military operation in the West Bank would continue.
"Negotiating before terror is subdued will only lead to its

continuation,' he said.

"A senior administration official deeply involved in setting the

policy said Mr. Bush decided in meetings on Monday and

‘Tuesday that he would have to intervene far more directly

because he feared that long-term allies in the region like Egypt

and Jordan were facing destabilizing protests."

The Los Angeles Times says Bush's previous approach was a
flop: "For more than 14 months, President Bush tried to steer

clear of the Arab-Israeli conflict, a seemingly endless tangle
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that has consumed serious diplomatic energy from every

president since Richard Nixon,

"But conflict avoidance didn't work. The crisis got worse, not
better, and was threatening to sink Bush's effort to build a
worldwide coalition against terrorism and 'rogue' nations such

as Iraq."

The Washington Post sees friction between Washington and
Tel Aviv: "In dispatching Secretary of State Colin L. Powell to
the Middle East, President Bush has substantially broadened
the range of issues up for immediate bargaining and confronted
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon for the first time with

unwelcome demands aimed at addressing Palestinian concerns.

"Bush's remarks yesterday included the harshest criticism he
has ever directed at Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. But they
were wrapped around a negotiating agenda reflecting the White
House's conclusion in the past few days that the Palestinians
must be provided more tangible enticements to stop attacks on

Israelis so the peace process can resume.

"The president explicitly urged immediate action by Sharon to
ease the longstanding blockade on the West Bank and Gaza

Strip, which has staggered the Palestinian economy, and made
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the clearest demand ever issued by a U.S. president for an end

to 'Israeli settlement activity in occupied territories.'

"The insistence on stopping settlement construction is certain
to run afoul of Sharon, who has long been a chief patron of
Jewish settlers, and is but one of several U.S. demands that

could lead to friction with the Israeli government."

Slate’s William Saletan says the various Mideast peace plans

are something of an illusion:

"The Middle East is going to hell. Palestinians are blowing up
Israelis. Israelis are shooting Palestinians, What is the United
States doing about it? Not much, But don't worry, says U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell. Eventually, the Israelis will
pull out of the West Bank, 'and Tenet and Mitchell will be

waiting for them'.

"If you don't know what Tenet and Mitchell are, you need a
lesson in the three languages of the peace process: Hebrew,
Arabic, and bureaucratic [BS). Officially, Mitchell refers to an
April 2001 list of recommendations for conducting peace talks,
and Tenet refers to a June 2001 list of security measures each
side must take to halt violence so that talks can proceed.

Unofficially, Mitchell and Tenet, like Zinni, Oslo, and Madrid,
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are buzzwords designed to create an impression of progress

where none exists.

"The theory put forward by Powell, President Bush, the U.N.
Security Council, and other peace process exponents is that
Zinni will lead to Tenet, which will lead to Mitchell, which
will lead to Oslo, which will lead to peace. But the history of
the invention of these steps suggests the opposite. Mitchell was
created because Oslo failed. Tenet was created because
Mitchell failed. Zinni was created because Tenet failed. The
peace process is growing ever more complicated not because

each stage leads to the next but because it doesn't. . . .

"One problem with this backward road-building is that it
fosters what Bush has .alled, in the context of education, the
soft bigotry of low expectations. It makes it easy to say we're
getting somewhere when in fact we're getting almost nowhere.
For the past week, reporters have asked Bush and his
spokesman Ari Fleischer what the Tenet and Mitchell plans
have accomplished. Bush and Fleischer keep brushing aside
these questions by talking about how close the Zinni mission
has brought us to 'getting a chance to get into Tenet.' Getting

that far, according to Fleischer, would constitute 'success™.
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In a moving dispatch, the New Republic's Yossi Klein Halevi

provides a glimpse of life in Jerusalem:

"Despite the blur created by the routinization of terrorism,
when one atrocity supplants the next with such rapidity that we
lose even the ability to mourn, several clarifying moments have

emerged from the last 18 months of war. . . .

"And last week there was the seder massacre, which merged
mass murder with myth. . . . The attack on the festival of
freedom was a taunt--a reminder that we are no longer free in
our land. Instead, we are being reghettoized through a
gradually constricting siege that has taken from us a precious
expression of our sovereignty--our ability to roam freely, to
engage in the near-sensuous ritual of possessing the land

through tactile exploration.

"The first intifada denied us freedom of movement in the
 territories and the Arab neighborhoods of East Jerusalem, This
intifada has done that for the country as a whole, We are in
danger of becoming a nation of agoraphobes. I know Israelis
who don't leave their homes except for work and quick forays
for groceries. My four-year-old son's baby-sitter won't take the

half-dozen children in her care to the park downstairs. The fear
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undermines even the refuge of one's own home: One friend,
who lives in a Jerusalem neighborhood where a car bomb was
recently discovered in the underground garage of an apartment
building, lies awake at night worrying that his building is about
to explode. During the Gulf war, Shlomo Lahat, the former
mayor of Tel Aviv, denounced his city's residents as cowards
for fleeing missile attacks; now he has called on Israelis to stay

in their homes and avoid public places.

"And the fear has not only forced us into our homes; it has
locked us out of our national, communal space. In our dread of
public places, notes Israeli journalist Ari Shavit, lies a threat to
our collective identity. Striking at a seder--which celebrates the
founding of the Jewish people--is an unbearable symbol of the
war against the Jewish collective. We are in the grip of an
experiment testing how long a society can endure under
relentless terrorism before it begins to disintegrate, If the
experiment continues unchecked, we will become a completely

atomized society--or no longer a society at all."

Has lIsrael finally gotten the goods on Arafat? Check out this
Philadelphia Inquirer story:
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"Israeli officials said two faxes seized from Arafat's
headquarters in Ramallah and signed by him authorized cash
payments to 15 men previously identified as terrorists. The
men planned or launched recent suicide bombings and other

attacks on Israeli civilians, the government said.

"The consequences are very clear, said Dan Meridor, an
official in Sharon's government. 'Mr. Arafat is running a
terrorist organization. . . . He is quite deeply involved in paying

money to terrorists.'

"Samir Rantisi, a spokesman for Arafat's Palestinian Authority,
questioned the authenticity and relevance of the documents,

although he stopped short of calling them outright forgeries.”
Not relevant? There's a tough sell.

USA Today has an update on safety efforts here at home: "The
nation's five largest pilots unions have asked President Bush to
intercede personally to let pilots arm themselves aboard

commercial jets.

"The appeal to the president, an unprecedented show of
solidarity by unions representing 114,000 airline pilots, comes

after two top Bush officials said they oppose guns in cockpits.
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The unions say the new Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) has not moved fast enough to establish a firearms

training program for pilots who want to carry guns.

"Some aviation safety experts argue guns would create new
hazards, from distracting pilots to accidental discharge or theft.
The pilots unions contend a training program would address
those concerns and that lethal force is the only certain way to
stop hijackers. In a Time/CNN poll conducted weeks after the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 61% favored allowing pilots to carry

guns."
Andrew Sullivan unloads on the Saudis:

"Here's an amazing, splutter-over-your-coffee quote, in the

New York Times:

"Prince Bandar bin Sultan, the Saudi ambassador to
Washington, told a conference at the University of Oklahoma
today that he was frustrated that the Israelis had spurned the
Arab peace offer, a plan the administration gave its support.
"We're offering the Israelis full, total peace and security in
return for ending the military occupation," he said. "You still
have the Arab leadership ready to stick its neck out and say,

yes, let's have peace," he added. But he wamed of dire
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consequences if the situation remains unchanged. "I cannot
guarantee this down the road, when everybody becomes a

suicidal bomber"'.

"So this guy, who represents a country which has financed
Islamo-fascism, gave us the citizens who killed over 3000
people in New York City, now threatens that there will be more
suicide bombers, if Israel doesn't capitulate to terror. And he
claims that he and the dictatorship he represents were 'sticking
their necks out' to offer Israel a plan that would effectively
destroy that country's security. Are we on the same planet or

what?",

Bush's other proposal yesterday was greatly overshadowed, but

here's the Wall Street Journal account:

"President Bush, seeking to regain his free-trade credentials,
urged the Senate to act this month to give him the power he

needs to negotiate big international trade deals.

"In a speech to foreign diplomats at the State Department, Mr.
Bush said he needs Congress to give him trade-negotiating
authority now so he can move forward with trade talks on
many fronts. In his remarks, Mr. Bush said 'the time of delay

must end,’' and proposed a deadline of April 22 for a vote on a
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trade-authority bill, which would allow Congress to pass or

reject, but not amend, large administration trade agreements.

"A defeat on this issue could dash the president's hopes to
rebuild his image as a free trader a month after he imposed
hefty tariffs on most steel imports, Some Democrats warned
Thursday that chances of a major trade bill passing the Senate
this year have dwindled. While many Damocrﬁts would be
willing to grant Mr, Bush's request for so-called fast track trade
negotiating authority, they want a hefty package of benefits

included in the deal to help American workers".
Sounds familiar.

Now this is delicious. Remember our lead item yesterday about
the Bushies spending close to $1 million on polls, according to

a Washington Monthly report?

Now comes Salon's Josh Marshall with a hard-hitting follow-

up:

"The Bush White House is being accused of being almost as
addicted to polls as the Clinton White House was, and the new

revelations have the spinmeisters at the Republican National
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Committee engaging in a fit of what Republicans usually

deride as Clintonian double-talk and obfuscation".

The Washington Monthly piece by Joshua Green, which
pegged the "official" polling budget at $346,000, "didn't go
over well with Jim Dyke of the RNC, who promptly called
Green to give him a piece of his mind. Dyke was [angry],
Green later told Salon, and questioned where Green came up
with such a figure. Green said the estimate came from
conversations with GOP sources who were unwilling to
provide a precise figure. If Dyke disputed Green's numbers,

Green asked Dyke to provide the actual figure.

"It's $731,000,' Green recalls Dyke telling him over the phone.
1 was like, "Uh-huh, and isn't that a lot closer to $1 million
than $346,000?" That ended the conversation.

"But when Salon contacted Dyke two hours later, the $731,000
figure was apparently, as Richard Nixon's press secretary Ron

Ziegler used to say, 'no longer operative.’ . . .

"In recent presidencies it has become customary for the White
House to run its polling operation through its party committee,
the RNC or the DNC. Bill Clinton's main pollster in the late

1990s was Mark Penn, though Penn actually got paid by the
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DNC. But Dyke refused to concede that any of the RNC-
funded polling was done for the White House. All Dyke would
say was that there was a certain portion of the RNC's polling
that 'the White House might or might not have been interested
in' and that that category of pnlling billed out at a mere
$336,000. When I asked Dyke what that meant, he said these
were polls 'which may or may not have included a question that

the White House may have been interested in'.

"Under persistent and sometimes comical questioning, it

eventually emerged that Dyke's 'might or might not’ category
referred to national polls as opposed to ones that focused on
one region or state. Non-nationwide polls didn't count as polls
that the White House 'might or might not have been interested
in.'! In other Words, reasoned Dyke, when President Bush's
pollster Jan van Lohuizen does a poll of Michigan or

Pennsylvania, that's not a White House poll".

We guess it, well, ah, all depends on the rheaning of the word

poll.
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lsrael's Anti-Media Offensive Raises Questions
Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

08/04/2002

No matter what you think of the Middle East conflict, this was

monumentally dumb.

[sracli troops firing stun grenades and rubber bullets at two
dozen journalists awaiting the arrival of U.S. envoy Anthony

Zinni?
Is this crazy or what?

Could the Israelis be intent on blowing up their international

image?

"There were probably six or seven, it was difficult to count, of
these stun grenades going off," CNN's Michael Holmes
reported. "One landed under my foot, as [ moved away, and

went off. I could feel the concussion of it under my foot."
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What better way to take the focus off Arafat and suicide
bombers than to open fire on the press? This is shooting

yourself in a far worse place than the foot. |

Israel usually draws sympathetic coverage in the West,
although its heavy-handed tactics h'ava prompted more
criticism lately. But there may be no better way to generate
negative headlines than to literally attack the press, without

warning or provocation.

An Israeli writer, Aviv Lavie, has an interesting complaint in
the newspaper Ha'aretz about how even his own country's

reporters are being shut out of Ramallah:

"A journey through the TV and radio channels and the pages of
the newspapers exposes a huge and embarrassing gap between
what is reported to us and.what is seen, heard, and read in the
world - not only in the commentaries and analytical pieces, but

also in the reporting of the dry facts.

"Israel looks like an isolated media island, with most of the
reporters drafted into the cause of convincing themselves and
the reader that the government and army are perfectly justified

in whatever they do. . .,
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"Reporters and commentators get most of their information
from the army, and a few also use Palestinian sources whom
they regard with great suspicion. Many reporters believed the
army was closed off to them for a few days, but as time goes
by, they have been proven wrong. Since the journalists alren't
on the ground to see firsthand, the soldiers become their eyes,
which explains the huge difference between what is reported
and broadcast to us, and ‘what the rest of the world sees,

particularly the Arab world.

"On Arab TV stations (though not only them) one could see
Israeli soldiers taking over hospitals, breaking equipment,
damaging medicines, and locking doctors away from their
patients. In one interview, a doctor was whispering on a phone,
explaining that he had to lower his voice lest the soldier in the
next room cut off the conversation. Foreign television networks
all over the world have shown the images of five Palestinians
from the National Security forces, shot in the heads from close
range; one was apparently the manager of the Palestinian
Authority orchestra. Some of the networks have claimed they

were shot in cold blood after they were disarmed.

"The entire world has seen wounded people in the streets,
heard reports of how the Israeli Defense Forces prevent
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ambulances from reaching the wounded for treatment. The
entire world has heard Palestinian residents saying.they can't
leave their homes because 'they shoot anyone in the streets.'
The entire world has heard testimony by Palestinian families
who have been imprisoned in their homes for 72 hours, in some
places without electricity or water, and the food is running out.

There are also reports of vandalism and luéting.

"Maybe it's all mendacious propaganda (though in some cases,
the pictures speak for themselves) but Israeli journalists have
no way to investigate to find 6ut the truth, whether to dﬂflatc
the stories, or confirm them. In the absence of that kind of
reporting, instead, over and over, we hear the worn out mantras
about how 'the civilian population is not our eﬁemy,’ and
reports on how the army takes such strict care not to harm

civilians".

Here at home; conservatives usually applaud a get-tough
foreign policy. But the right is not pleased with President
Bush's blunt intervention in the Mideast. The Wall Street

Journal editorial page abandons its usual support of Bush:

"President Bush bowed to pressure from Europe, the Arab

world and most of the U.S. media by urging Israel to end its
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siege against Palestinian terrorists. This strikes us as a mistake,
maybe even a large one, though it all might be redeemed if this

helps Mr. Bush refocus the war on terror back on Iraq.

"The immediate concern is that the President's renewed
pressure on Israel will be perceived as rewarding terror. While
his speech was at least free of the State Department's moral
equivalence blather, Mr. Bush demanded that Israel make the
larger concessions. He handed Yasser Arafat another tongue
lashing but asked Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to
withdraw his troops from the West Bank. In effect the U.S.

once again rode to Mr. Arafat's political rescue. . . .

"Mr. Bush has now committed his own prestige to solving the
unsolvable Arab-Israeli conflict. While denouncing Mr. Arafat
for failing to control terror, the President still props him up as

the Palestinian Israelis are supposed to negotiate with."
National Review is also in blame-Arafat mode:

"Responsibility for what is happening rests wholly upon Yasser
Arafat and the Palestinians. At Camp David in the days of the
Clinton presidency, Arafat could have laid the foundations of a
peaceful Palestinian state. Here might have been a rare

example of a national liberation movement achieving its ends
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through political processes. But so contemptuous was he of
Israeli concessions that he was not even prepared to offer any
counter-proposals of his own, instead hastening home to launch

the current intifada,

"In a career spanning over three decades, he has steadily
displayed the Pavlovian response that Palestine means
violence. He brought civil war first to Jordan, then to Lebanon,
and in the years after the Oslo accords he came to exemplify
the bad government, corruption, and failure to modernize of so
many of his fellow Muslim-world rulers. In their mold, he
rigged the electoral process by which he became president. For

his unfortunate people, he has been a disaster.

"The United . Nations, international Muslim forums,l and
European politicians now raise a chorus that Arafat must be
protected. Their collective rescue of Arafat condemns
Palestinians to endure more of the same, while simultaneously

they reveal themselves unmoved by the prospect of dead Jews.

LN I

"Gen. Zinni and the Mitchell and Tenet plans are so many
tokens of good will, perhaps better than nothing but unable to

deliver. President Bush and his administration are in no
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position to remedy the bad government of Arafat or- other
Muslim rulers. So far, they are blowing hot and cold. Their
pronouncements for or against Israel, for or against Arafat, are
confused and confusiﬁg to Muslims and the rest of the West

awaiting a lead".

The New York Times does a scene-setter for the Powell

mission;

"Secretary of State Colin L. Powell took off for the Middle
East tonight on one of the most urgent and challenging
attempts at American peacemaking since the shuttle diplomacy

of Henry A. Kissinger in the 1970's,

"Secretary Powell and the advisers on his plane were going
with no optimistic illusions about their mission, an enterprise

ordered by President Bush with broad implications for his own |
personal prestige — and for the strategic interests and

international standing of the United States.

"It's going to be a difficult trip,' Secretary Powell said this
morning. 'I'm not going to come back at the end of this trip
with a peace treaty in hand. I'm not even sure I'll have a cease-

fire in hand. But that will be my goal, to try to help both sides
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out of this tragic situation in which they find themselves,' He

spoke on the NBC News program 'Meet the Press'.

"Even as Secretary Powell spoke, the challenges were
heightened. Israel showed no public signs of heeding his and
Mr. Bush's calls for a prompt withdrawal from its occupation
of Palestinian areas in the West Bank. Palestinian leaders have
yet to issue firm demands for an end to the violence that

prompted the Israeli military moves."

The Los Angeles Times sees black-and-white Bush plunged

into a world of gray:

"Since the shock of Sept. 11, President Bush has pursued a
sharply focused foreign solicy agenda with single-minded zeal:
Terrorism was civilization's mortal enemy, he said, and his
historic mission was to stamp it out, beginning in Afghanistan

and moving on to Iraq.

"My job isn't to try to nuance,' Bush said recently. "My job is to
tell people what I think. And when I think there's an axis of
evil, I say it. I think moral clarity is important.'

"But Bush's one-track agenda appears to have been hijacked by
events in the Middle East--and by Arab and European allies
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who want less attention to moral clarity and more to the

nuances.

“As a result, the president finds himself stepping grimly into
the nuance-ridden landscape of the Arab-Israeli conflict. On
Saturday, that meant taking the unfamiliar step of scolding
Israel for ignoring his plea to withdraw its tanks from the West
Bank."

Columnist Charles Krauthammer wants the Palestinian

banished:

"What to do with Arafat? Isolating Arafat is no answer,
because the isolation must end at some point. Killing Arafat is
no answer, because that will make him a martyr. The important
thing is to make him irrelevant by expelling him. Let us not
hear any more ridiculous talk about Arafat's being the only man

who can make peace.

#Can? He had 8 1/2 years to make peace. He has no intention
of making peace. He was offered his peace, his Palestine, in
July 2000 by Israel and then by the president of the United
States. Like the Palestinian leadership of 1947, also offered
their own state side-by-side with Israel, Arafat rejected the

offer and started a war. . . .
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"Why exp;el him? Because as long as he rules, the Palestinian
answer to any offer of peace that genuinely accepts Israel is
'No." And there will be no one in Palestine who will dare say
'Yes.' (If he does, he dies.) The only hope for any kind of peace
is a Palestinian leadership, whether national or local, ready to
say yes. And that can only become possible when Arafat has

been banished and his rejectionist police state dismantled. . . .

"President Bush offered Arafat yet another olive branch, yet
another rescue. This will achieve nothing. This will only

postpone the reckoning."

Here's a weird one from Reason's Charles Paul Freund: "When
Palestinian residents of the besieged West Bank town of
Ramallah turned on their TVs over the weekend, what they
encountered was neither news nor any of the usual Palestinian
Authority programming; they encountered pornographic movie

clips.

"Three of the four TV stations in Ramallah, headquarters of
Yasser Arafat, had been occupied by Israeli troops. The town's
remaining TV station was meanwhile running a crawl at the

bottom of the screen explaining that the porn clips were the
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work of the occupying forces. 'We urge parents to take

precautions,’ 1t read.

"An lIsraeli army spokesman told Agence France-Press that
their forces had nothing to do with such clips, and even blamed

Arafat for the footage."
Talk about X-rated warfare,

Want a whiff of hypocrisy? Check out this Wall Street Journal
piece: "Four years ago, leaders of the Senate Finance
Committee bashed the Internal Revenue Service as heavy-
handed and pushed the agency to ease its pursuit of tax
dodgers. Audits and penalties, property liens and seizures,

declined steadily.

"Now many of the same politicians are prodding the IRS again

— to be tougher. And audits and penalties are on the rise.

"The swing of the political pendulum will be on full display
Thursday, when the Senate's tax experts hold a hearing
designed to boost IRS tax-compliance efforts. . . . A commitiee
press release gives the event this marquee: 'Hearing on
Schemes, Scams, and Cons . . . The IRS Strikps Back."
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Guess they were just kidding last time around.

The politics of personal destruction moves to the Web, in this
Washington Times piece: "A Republican effort to demonize
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle for political advantage ~
in the way Democrats once made then-House Speaker Newt
Gingrich their election-year Satan — has ignited a campaign

fund-raising frenzy with warring Web sites on the Internet.

"A Republican Web site called DumpDaschle.org has raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars since last Qctober for radio
and TV issue attack advertisements and other political
broadsides against the South Dakota Democrat in his home

state.

"Democratic political organizers have countered with their own
Web site, DaschleDemocrats.org, which has already raised
more than $100,000 to repel the assault and mobilize

Democratic faithfuls against 'a right-wing conspiracy.'

"Despite public calls for a "changed tone in Washington,"
conservative Republican operatives are engaged in a cynical,
coordinated effort to personally malign and politically smear
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, said an opening

message on the home page of DaschleDemocrats.org."
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The American Prowler says one top GOPer may be taking a
hike: "Someone apparently seriously mulling early retirement
is Republican National Committee Chairman Marc Racicot,
who RNC staffers say is fed up with a controlling White House

that has made political missteps he advised against.

"He wasn't part of the recruitment of Richard Riordan out in
California, but Marc was very upset at how that Republican
primary was handled. He pressed for the White House to at
least talk to [now Republican nominee] Bill Simon before the
primary election, but he was ignored,' says a senior RNC aide.
'He's disenchanted with the job, because he feels he's been cut
out of most of the political decisions. Those are made by others
inside the White House and then handed off to the RNC.

"Racicot is also said to have felt he should have been consulted
more in the decision to bring Mitt Romney back to run for

Massachusetts governor."

Finally, here's a case of a journalist taking his lumps. David
Copley, publisher of the San Diego Union Tribune, explains
why the paper published a story on his DUI arrest:

"There were no unusual circumstances attending my arrest; I

ran a stop sign, and a San Diego police officer pulled me over.
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He and the sheriff's deputics at the jail where I spent the rest of
the night couldn't have been more professional. They did their

jobs well. I emerged chastised and embarrassed.

"I am not a TV celebrity, nor an elected official, but if anyone
must undergo the further humiliation of having his name in the
paper, it must be the person who bears ultimate responsibility

for publishing the names of others."
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Analyze This! Wall Street's Shame

Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

10/04/2002

This story about Wall Street analysts is getting way
underplayed.

Even the new, we've-got-color Wall Street Journal has it in the

business section.
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It's a full-blown, eye-poppiig, steam-from-your-ears outrage.

Sometimes we in the press tend to overanalyze things with too
much blah blah blah. This story has incredibly incriminating e-
mails that tell the tale. E-mail is where we say what we really

think, right?

Sure, everyone knew that Henry Blodget and other stock
analysts were pumping high-flying stocks of companies that
their brokerage firms did business with (though when we made
this argument a year and a half ago, some business journalists
eniffed there was no need to insist on disclosure every time
these overpriced cheerleaders were quoted or interviewed on

the tube. No one's making that argument post-Enron).

So now comes the New York attorney general, Eliot Spitzer,
with a haul of internal e-mail messages at Merrill Lynch, where
Blodget used to work. (Did you buy pets.com or ¢Toys, both of
which Blodget pushed? The companies went bankrupt. This

isn't some abstract story; real folks lost lots of real money.)

Blodget, by the way, was paid $12 million last year.
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Merrill was touting InfoSpace on its "Favored 15" list of
stocks. InfoSpace wasg selling for $129 in March 2000; it closed
yesterday at §1.45,

In one e-mail, Blodget told another analyst "can we please reset
this stupid price target and rip this piece of junk off whatever
list it's on." InfoSpace remained on the recommended list for

months.

Other Net stocks, which Blodget's unit had neutral ratings on,
were described as "such a piece of crap,” "going a lot lower,"

or a "dog".

One analyst, Kirsten Campbell, told Blodget in a note that she
was feeling pressured to start coverage of GoTo.com with a
positive rating. "We are losing people money, and I don't like
it," she said. She said she had told investment banker Thomas
Mazzucco that "the whole idea that we are independent from

banking is a big lie." Mazzucco disagreed.

Brokerage houses say their research analysts are objective and
not just trying to generate deals for the banking side. Merrill
Lynch says in a statement that nothing has been proven by "a

limited number of employee e-mails, taken out of context."
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"Junk"? "Crap"? Seems to us the context couldn't be clearer,

Some of these pros were deliberately recommending garbage.

Here are the New York Times and Washingion Post accounts.

The L.A. Times and Chicago Tribune ran briefs.

Now for our daily visit to the Middle East, where those who
said Israel's military operation would stop terrorism turn out to

be wrong,.

"A suicide bomber exploded a powerful bomb on a bus in
northern Israel during rush hour this morning, killing at least 8
people, a day after 13 Israeli soldiers were killed in an ambush

in the West Bank city of Jenin," says the New York Times.

"The explosion occurred at about 7:15, as the bus was moving
between stops in the Haifa suburbs. At least 14 people were
wounded, three seriously. It was the first attack by a suicide
bomber since April 1, just after [srael began occupying the
West Bank, Israel's leaders had been making the point that their
military occupation of the West Bank had routed the terrorists,

making such an attack less easily accomplished.

"In Jenin, another Israeli soldier was killed and 12 were

wounded at the refuge camp this morning after they were fired
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on while searching a building, an army spokesman said. A
bullet hit a soldier's grenade, causing it to explode, the army

said, . . .

"More than 100 Palestinians have been killed in Jenin, the
Palestinian town that has brought the stiffest resistance to the
broad Israeli sweep through the West Bank. . . . "This is a battle
for survival of the Jewish people, for survival of the state of
Israel,’ Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said on Israeli television

shortly after news of the ambush."

The Washington Post makes clear the White House has
changed its Arafat standard: "Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell said today he intends to meet Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat later this week for cease-fire talks that U.S, officials say
could swifily lead to new negotiations over political issues

underlying the Isracli-Palestinian conflict.

"Powell's statement that a truce agreement would be 'instantly
linked' to political discussions showed how far the Bush
administration has come in urging resumption of the peace
talks that broke down more than a year ago. For weeks, U.S.

officials had been insisting, in tandem with Israel, that such
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political negotiations could be undertaken only once a truce

was in place and being respected.

"Powell's meeting in Cairo today with Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak also revealed continuing differences between
American and Arab views about whether political negotiations
can proceed at the same time as cease-fire talks. Egyptian
officials added their voices to those of Moroccan and Saudi
leaders who told Powell on Monday that steps to address

Palestinian political concerns cannot be delayed."

National Review editor Jonah Goldberg has some thoughts on a
certain Nobel Peace Prize: "Yes, I wish it were possible that
we could recall the prize, Hanna Kvanmo told the Agence
France Press. Ms. Kvanmo serves on the five-member
committee that gave Yasser Arafat the 1994 Nobel Peace prize.
She's not alone in her sentiments. 'l cannot hide my deep
disappointment and despair, committee member and Oslo
bishop Gunnar Staalsett lamented, agreeing that the Peace prize
should be withdrawn. Odvar Nordli, former Norwegian prime

minister and another committee member, concurred.

"Of course, none of these people are referring to Arafat, They

sigh with the contentment of an artist gratificd by a work well
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completed when they contemplate Arafat's blood-soaked paws
stroking the prize: 'Ahhh,' they seem to be saying, 'we at least

got that one right.

"No, Ms. Kvanmo's 'wish' is that Arafat's corecipients, Yitzhak
Rabin and Shimon Peres, would return their prizes. Well, not
Rabin, since he's dead. But Peres should give it back, say these
moral titans, because he has remained in Ariel Sharon's
government while it manages to stop kamikaze bombers from

blowing up the citizens who elected it.

"My views regarding the European political and intellectual

elite have gone from mere contempt to palpable disgust.

“Even the glow of the synagogues burning on soil already well
fortilized with the viscera of Jews is paled by the bonfire of
hypocrisy now raging in capitals across Europe. Recall last
December, when France's ambassador to England, Daniel
Bernard, referred to Isracl as ‘that shi**y little country, asking,
'Why should the world be in danger of World War Il because

of those people?™

The Los Angeles Times says cloning is about to burst back into
the news: "President Bush will intensify his push today for a

comprehensive ban on human cloning, raising the temperature
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in a debate that has been smoldering at the crossroads of ethics

and science,

“In a speech in the White House Rose Garden, Bush is
expected to urge the Senate to ban cloning as a potential
method for creating children and as a tool for research into

cures for disease.

"But the approaching Senate debate is presenting him with a
political challenge even more complex than the emfional
battle over stem cell research that divided his administration
last summer. . . . Both sides apree that there is no obvious
compromise available between those who want to ban all
human cloning and those who would permit cloning for

medical research while barring it for reproduction.”

Slate's Michael Kinsley, who favors therapeutic cloning,

questions his own objectivity:

"Not to be coy, it makes a big difference to me. I have
Parkinson's disease, for which stem-cell research holds
extraordinary and imminent promise. Some might say this is a
conflict of interest and | therefore shouldn't write about this
topic. Ordinarily, of course, like every professional opinion-

peddler, I approach all issues from a perspective of utter
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Olympian detachment. It seems more like a bizarre convention
than an ethical mandate that a person's views on a subject
should be considered less interesting if his life is at stake, But

anyone who does feel that way is hereby forewarned.

"Of course the goal of much political opinion writing — on
national security, on the economy, on the environment, among

b L4 4 . A - = 13 el
other topics ~ is to convince the reader that everyone's life is at

stake, or close to it. Presumably that includes the author's own.

"If you shouldn't write about topics where your own life is at
stake in the ouicome, no one should write about the war on
terrorism, And the doomy opinions of environmentalists should
only be published if they are incorrect. (Why? Because if the
author is correct in saying that, say, global warming will melt
the polar ice caps and drown us all, her life is at stake and

therefore she has a conflict of interest).

"But it ought to take more than semi-coherent blather about
some 'precautionary principle' to stop a potential miracle in its
tracks. On balance, after weighing the arguments on both sides,

I think I'd just as soon not give my life for alliteration".

And speaking of cloning: "Widely publicized reports of a

woman pregnant with a human clone are extremely dubious,
332



says the former partner of the physician linked to the report,”
reports USA Today.

"Italian fertility doctor Severino Antinori has been the subject
of swirling rumors in the past week after claims that he
succeeded in implanting a cloned human embryo in a woman
under his care surfaced in a story in a United Arab Emirates

newspaper, According to the story, she is eight weeks pregnant.

"But Antinori's former partner, Panos Zavos of the Andrology
Institute in Lexington, Ky., says he cut medical links with
Antinori at least five months ago and is extremely doubtful that
the Italian physician could have pulled off a cloning attempt

independently."

Andrew Sullivan (who followed Kinsley as New Republic
editor) has a personal interest in the topic: "Kinsley fesses up
about how his Parkinson's disease inevitably affects his view of
therapeutic cloning. I feel the same way about HIV and drug
research. Of course I don't want the government crippling
pharmaceutical profits, because it will slow such research and
mean ['ll probably die a few years sooner than might otherwise

occur.
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"Does this mean that because I'm HIV-positive, my view
should be airily dismissed as too biased? [ agree with Mike that
this would be a bizarre inference. But the more interesting
issue, of course, is whether Kinsley could have written this
column with no conflict of interest before he had gone public
with Parkinsons. I think that not disclosing such an obviously
important piece of background material would have

compromised the integrity of such a column.

"But I still believe that the right to privacy — especially about
medical matters — would have and should have trumped that

conflict of interest as a factor in ethical journalism."

One GOP official went a bit far in pathering political
intelligence, reports ths Washington Times: "Edmund A.
Matricardi 111, executive director of the Republican Party of
Virginia, was indicted yesterday on charges of illegally
intercepting two Democratic conference calls discussing the
court battle over the state's legislative districts. He resigned

hours later.

"He offered [his resignation because] he cares deeply about the

party. We take these matters seriously, and Ed acted out of
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great loyalty to the party,' said Gary Thomson, chairman of the

Republican Party of Virginia."

Also, there was no way an indicted guy could hang onto the

job.

"During the calls in question, state Democratic leaders —
including Gov. Mark R. Warner - discussed Virginia's
legislative districts, which were signed into law last year by
Mr. Warner's Republican predecessor, Gov. James S. Gilmore
111, Last month, a Roanoke County Circuit Court judge ruled
that the districts were racially gerrymandered and

unconstitutional, and ordered new districts to be drawn",
The American Prowler weighs in on an overlooked poll:

"Alarm bells went off in Harlem over the weekend, and down
in Little Rock too, when the Gallup polling firm released the
results of its latest survey late last week of public perceptions
of presidents past. 'Clinton tanked,' says a former aide to the
president, 'and it bugged him a little bit." So much so, word out
of Little Rock is that the Clinton Library may undertake its
own poll to buttress Clinton's belief that he remains one of

America's most popular and respected leaders.
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"In the latest Gallup 'Retrospective Job Approval Ratings,
Clinton at 51% finished third to last, safely above Lyndon
Johnson (39%) and Richard Nixon (34%), but also well below
Jimmy Carter and Jerry Ford (60% each). Even more hurtful,
George Bush Sr. came in at 69%, and Ronald Reagan at 73%,
which rates up there with George Washington. Most hurtful:
JFK scored 83%. Despite his best efforts, Clinton remains no

John Kennedy.

"A lot of us are sure that President Clinton will rise in the
people's affection over time,' says the aide. 'He just needs to
settle down, Challenging the results of one poll with another
isn't the way to go. It just gives his enemies more

ammunition."

The annual Pulitzer second-guessing has begun, with this

Andrea Peyser column in the New York Post:

"The Pulitzer pancl handed its photography award to The New
York Times for its series of four pictures of the World Trade
Center attacks and overlooked the moving picture by The
Record's Thomas Franklin which appeared on Page One of The
. Post and is also featured on a postage stamp. THE Pulitzer

committee yesterday told the City of New York, our selfless
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firefighters, 3,000 victims of this nation's bloodiest terror

attack, and the American flag to go to hell. Nice work.

"It isn't often that a photograph perfectly captures the courage
and pain of a historic event. The Pulitzer-winning image of a
fireman cradling a baby mortally wounded in the Oklahoma

City bombing comes to mind.

"On Sept. 11, such an evocative picture was taken by a
previously unknown photographer from New Jersey, I':t shows
three firemen, faces etched in soot and grief, as they raise an
American flag on the smoking ruins of the World Trade

Center,

"The first great photograph of the 2lst century, taken by
Thomas Franklin of The Record of Hackensack, quickly
achieved the status of international icon. It's been compared to
the 1945 Pulitzer-winning shot of Marines raising the flag on

Iwo Jima. And the Pulitzer committee turned up its nose. . . .

"Was it the American flag that spooked the current gaggle of

Pulitzer committee members?"

Which brought this missive on Jim Romanesko's MediaNews:
"From THOMAS GOETZ, Articles Editor, Wired Magazine:
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Andrea Peyser's logic is confounding. How can she condemn
the Pulitzer committee for telling 'the City of New ‘Y'c'wk, our
selfless firefighters, 3,000 victims of this nation's bloodiest
terror attack, and the American flag to go to hell' when the
NYTimes won for photos of New York after the Sept 11
attacks? Seems to me the committee was recognizing these
same things, but thought the Times photos were, well, betier. |
know the NY Post likes columnists like Peyser to have a strong

opinion. Too bad she lacks a strong argument.”

"ANDREA PEYSER RESPONDS: I wonder if Thomas Goetz
actually looked at the photographs that were chosen for the
Pulitzer and the one that was snubbed. I think the proof of the
politics behind the Pulitzer jury's decision is obvious in the
pictures. The Pulitzers today represent the best politically
correct and lefi-leaning journalism. It so happens that the best
newspaper photograph of the ycai' features an American flag
and three white male firefighters. By Pulitzer's standards, that

made it a loser."

The day after the Pulitzers are handed out is always more fun.
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Liberal Media Conspiracy Falls Flat
Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

28/02/2602

Liberal media detractors — you know who you are -~ take note.

The conventional wisdom is that the mainstream liberal media
helps, well, mainstream liberal politicians. That conservatives
can't catch a break from the big media companies. That

journalists have their thumb on the scale, tilting it to the left.

Those on the right, in this view, have to scramble to get their
voices heard but are drowned out by the libs, who don't even

know they're libs, since everyone they know in the media is lib.
Maybe so. But there's another theory.

That the conservative press is purely partisan, while the
mainstream weenie press is concerned with issues like fairness
and balance — and, in fact, often criticized Bill Clinton and
other Democrats.
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That it's not really an cven fight, heavyweight boxers versus

high school debaters,

That Democrats are actuaily hamstrung because they try to
play to the major editorial pages, while the Republicans, with

knives in their teeth, couldn't care less,

That's the argument mounted by Washington Monthly editor
Paul Glastris in a piece titled "Why Can't The Democrats Get
Tough?!

I's got a great cover - a menacing-looking Joe Lieberman,
Tom Daschle and George Stephanopoulos, in muscleman T-

shirts, wielding stillettos, chains and truncheons,

First, the premise: "The Bush team can attack Senate Majority
Leader Tom Daschle (D-8.D.), lose $4 trillion of the surplus,
and meet with campaign contributors whose company stock
they own, and Democrats just watch. ... And then there's Enron.
Is there any doubt that if the situation were reversed,
Republicans  would  be exploiting the scandal more
aggressively? Would they have hesitated, as Democrats have,
to frame Enron as a political scandal, or to bombard the White
House with subpoenas? Democrats can't afford to go all

wobbly, especially now."
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Now the media critique: "The difference in partisan intensity
also reflects the different media outlets to which the parties
play. Democrats in. Washington focus incessantly on the
establishment press: The New York Times, The Washington
Post, Newsweek, CBS, CNN, NPR. That is where their
worldview is shaped, and where they look for validation of
their ideas and status. Republican leaders are hardly indifferent
to the establishment outlets. But they increasingly take their
cue from the expanding alternative universe of conservative
media: The Washington Times, The Wall Street Journal

editorial page, talk radio, Fox News Channel.

"Needless to say, these two media worlds are governed by
radically different rules. Yes, there is a certain amount of
liberal bias in the mainstream press. But on balance, the big
national papers and broadcast networks take seriously the
traditional journalistic strictures of fairness, accuracy, and

independence of judgement.

"The conservative press, by and large, does not labor under
these constraints. It does not pretend to be in the business of
presenting all sides fairly, but of promoting its side
successfully. 'The conservative press is  self-consciously
conservative and self-consciously part of the team,' observes
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conservative strategist Grover Norquist of Americans for Tax
Reform (who, like most conservatives [ spoke with, doesn't buy
the idea that Republicans fight more ruthlessly than
Democrats). "The liberal press is much larger, but at the same
time it sees itself as the establishment press. So it's conflicted.
Sometimes it thinks it needs to be critical of both sides, to be

nonpartisan.'

"You see this all the time. The editorial pages of The Wall
Street Journal and The Washington Times supported or kept
silent about the Republican Senale's strategy of blocking votes
on Clinton judicial nominees. Now these papers cry foul when
Democrat senators try to do the same to Bush, The New York
Times and Washington Post editorials, on the other hand, have

been consistent in their condemnation.

"But to the conservative press, intellectual consistency is for,
well, intellectuals. What's more important is to stiffen the
resolve of GOP lawmakers to fight the Manichaean batile
against liberalism. If the mainstream papers want to undermine
the will of Democrats with a lot of high-minded consistency,
that's their business. Let 'em get medals for fair play. We'll get

the federal judiciary.
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"The same dynamic plays out among TV pundits.

Conservatives such as Robert Novak, Kate ()'Beirne, and Jonah
Goldberg are ideological warriors who attempt with every
utterance to advance their cause. Their center-left counterparts,
people such as Juan Williams, Margaret Carlson, and E.J.
Dionne, simply don't have the same killer instinct. While their
sympathies are obvious, liberal pundits are at heart political
reporiets, not polemicists, who seermn far more at casc on
journalistic neutral ground, analyzing the strengths and
weaknesses of both sides, rather than in vigorously defending

Democrats.”

Maybe James Carville and Paul Begala can help even the score

now that they've signed on as co-hosts for "Crossfire."

In the Enron at'termath, Wall Street analysis — the same
geniuses who pumped up Webvan, pets.com and other now-
worthless stocks — got hammered before Joe Lieberman's

committee,

"Wall Street analysts told lawmakers today that they gave
independent and objective advice about the Enron Corporation
just before its collapse but were fooled by misleading
statements from the company", the New York Times says.
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"Each day there are new allegations in the media concerning
Enron about which 1 previously was unaware,' Curt Launer,
managing director of equity research at Credit Suisse First

Boston, told the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee.

"Mr. Launer had rated Enron a 'strong buy' until Nov. 28, when
he downgraded the company's stock to a 'hold.’ Four days later,

Enron filed for Chapter 11 bankruptey protection."

Forget misleading information. The stock was in the toilet by
then!

"Another analyst who downgraded Enron was Raymond Niles,
senior analyst at Citigroup Salomon Smith Barney. Statements
from Enron, he said, 'did not represent the company's true
financial condition.' Mr. Niles downgraded Enron from a
‘strong buy' to 'hold' on Oct. 25, six days after Enron disclosed
that the Securities and Exchange Commission was examining

its transactions with outside partnerships.

EEET)

"Frank Torres, legislative counsel at Consumers Union, said
Wall Street 'is pervaded by conflicts of interest that can, and

have, corrupted the objectivity of research.’

344



"'Conflicts of interest will exist as long as investment banking,
trading and research are permitted to be bundled together in

one firm,' Mr, Torres said."

Dick Cheney isn't the only one being asked to cough up
documents, says US4 Today.

"A federal district court has given the Department of Energy
less than a month to release thousands of pages of documents
detailingythe names of energy company officials who met with

the agency to consult on President Bush's energy plan.

"Calling the information 'of extraordinary public interest,' U.S.
District Judge Gladys Kessler sided with the Natural Resources
Defense Council in a lawsuit the environmental group filed in
December. It seeks the names of individuals who met with
Energy Department officials serving on Vice President
Cheney's energy task force, the dates of those meetings and the

topics discussed. .,.,.

"The order, dated last Thursday but released yesterday, could

influence a higher-profile lawsuit filed against Cheney last

‘week by Congress' General Accounting Office".
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The president of soft money traveled to North Carolina, the

Washington Post reports:

"In October of 1999, BElizabeth Dole dropped out of the
presidential race, blaming the influence of money in politics
and the superior fundraising prowess of candidates such as

George W. Bush, who enjoyed an '80-to-one' cash advantage.

"I hoped to compensate by attracting new people to the,
political process, by emphasizing experience and advocating
substantive issues,' she told a room full of tearful supporters
then. 'But important as these things may be, the bottom line

remains money.,

"It was a different Dole who appeared here today as the warm-
up act for her well-financed former rival in a 'Salute to George
W. Bush.' She hailed Bush at today's fundraiser as 'our great
president' and 'a president to look up to,' and 'a president of
strong moral character and faith.' She basked in the extended
applause of the contributors 1o the luncheon fundraiser.

Jiminy!' she exclaimed. '"You warm the heart.'

"Bush was in town to raise more than $1 million for
Republican office seekers - and Dole was the principal

beneficiary of the event, which included $10,000 table
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sponsorships and a presidential photo for those who raised

$30,000."

That California primary next Tuesday is really heating up, as
captured by the Los Angeles Times: "The three top Republican
candidates for governor continued their fight Wednesday over
who stands truest to GOP values, bickering over taxes, truth-

telling and — improbably - San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown.

"Richard Riordan and Bill Simon Jr. broadcast new ads
attacking cach other, even as Riordan lamented the campaign's

negative tone.

"Bill Jones took to the steps of Los Angeles City Hall to
criticize former Mayor Riordan's eight-year residency and to
accuse Riordan and Simon of showing up late to the
Republican Party. But it was Brown — the liberal Republicans
love to hate — who became the subject of the most vigorous
finger-pointing after an article in the San Jose Mercury News
offered a Simon link to Brown's successful 1999 reelection

campaign.

“The newspaper reported that SKS-Simon, 2 joint venture of
Simon's family investment company and a San Francisco

developer, gave $95,000 to an organization that funded a series
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of last-minute, pro-Brown election mailers, Simon, asked about
the contribution during a campaign stop in Burbank, said he
had 'no responsibility for that whaisoever, no knowledge of it,

no part in the decision"'.

Translation: Fraternization with known Democrats can be

deadly in a GOP primary. Riordan is even married to one.

The Boston Globe finds another politician in trouble: "As her
political problems mount, Acting Governor Jane Swift is

struggling to raise money to salvage her candidacy.

"Swift's fund-raising fell off sharply this month, following
published polls that showed her popularity plummeting. She
raised just over $90,000, lagging behind four Democratic
challengers, according to her official campaign finance reports

and aides' estimates. In January, she raised $187,000. .,...

"Swift's recent fund-raising is strikingly weak for a sitting
governor facing a tough political campaign. A Republican
governor typically must far outspend a Democrat to win the

general election in Democrat-dominated Massachusetts".

Will the revolution be televised? "The U.S. government will

finance and host the largest-ever gathering of former Iraqi
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military and security officers at a conference to plan the
overthrow of Saddam Hussein, U.S. and Iragi opposition

officials said yesterday," says the Washington Times.

"Leaders of the Iraqi National Congress (INC), the London-
based umbrella group dedicated to Saddam's ouster, said the
conference was a sign of the Bush administration's

determination to drive the Iraqi dictator from power.

"The conference, exnected to be held by the end of next month
at a military site in o, near Washington, would include some
200 military and security officials from the various opposition
groups united under the INC, according to a posting on the

group's Web site yesterday."

Seems awfully public for an overthrow plot, doesn't it? What
happened to the days when the CIA would plan to send Fidel

Castro an exploding cigar?
The New York Post has this Enron dispatch from London:

"Everything in Enron's lavish, state-of-the-art London
headquarters went on the block yesterday, including the
electric train set once used to deliver bonuses to top-

performing executives.
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"Bankruptcy administrator PricewaterhouseCooper LLC hopes
to raise $21 million through the three-day auction. .,.,. A look
at the thousands of items going under the hammer reveals just
how royally executives treated themselves at Enron House,
which is located on fashionable Grosvenor Place, overlooking

the grounds of Buckingham Palace,

"They had a gleaming high-tech gym to work out in, a
ToneZone for aromatherapy, tanning and beauty treatments,
and 12 cafes to satisfy their voracious appetites. .,.,, There are
abstract paintings by Phil Morsman and Marilyn Simler and
sculptures by Thomas Wilkinson, designer leather chairs and
sofas, granite work surfaces and marble-covered garbage bins,
a 33-foot maple venecr conference table inlaid with solid
walnut, and scores of smaller maple and walnut boardroom

tables and executive chairs".
Not too shabby.

The New Republic seems to agree with our Monday column on
The Torch:

"The New Republic doesn't often praise New Jersey Senaior
Robert Torricelli, one of the least likable members of

Congress. But if you hear Torricelli complaining about the
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campaign finance reform bill that most of his Democratic

colleagues are celebrating, hear him out: For once, he's right.

“Torricelli's beef is that the House stripped out a provision he'd
added in the Senate requiring broadeasters to charge low rates
for political ads in the period leading up to an election. The
amendment went to the heart of the campaign finance problem:
The exorbitant cost of TV advertising is the reason campaigns
are 50 expensive in the first place, Broadcasters — who, after
all, use public airwaves — often show their public spiritedness

by jacking up ad rates during clection season.

"Unfortunately, members of Congress rarely stand up fo
broadcasters — especially House members, who can virtually
disappear from the public eye if, say, peeved local stations
ignore their press conferences, So it was sadly predictable that
last week the House stripped Torricelli's amendment in a
lopsided vote. And even less surprising that the three major

setwork news programs failed to mention the issue at all.”

Finally, National Review's Jonah Glodberg goes 1o the
videotape, reliving his "Crossfire" confrontation with potential

presidential candidate Al Sharpton:
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"GOLDBERG: OK, well, Mr. Sharpton, you claim and you
resent when people say that you're not a very serious candidate
for a very serious position, As recently as last year, you were
claiming that you are didn't even own any of your suits, that

you didn't have a credit card.

"SHARPTON: That's a lie, Where did I make that claim, sir?
"GOLDBERG: Well, it was in "The P'Tlew York Times.'
"SHARPTON: That's not true.

"GOLDBERG: OK, well in that case. .,.,.

"SHARPTON: Not true, How could I not own my suits? |

mean again; I think, .,.,.

"GOLDBERG: That's a question a lot of us would like to

know.

"SHARPTON: I think you would do yourself and a lot of
people service, if you did better research. What you're referring

to — never said that. Never said it,

"Now here is the lead from the 12/21/01 New York Times
story on Sharpton's explanation (before a judge) as to why he

352



cannot pay Steven Pagones (the man he slandered in the

Tawana Brawley case) the money a jury says he owes him:

"'He says he owns no suits, but has 'access' to a dozen or so. He
says he owns no television set because the one he watches in
his home was purchased by a company he runs. He says he has
no checking accounts, no savings accounts, no credit cards, no
debit cards, no mutual funds, no stocks, no bonds, no paintings,
no antiques. The only thing he admits to owning is a $300

wristwatch and a 20-year-old wedding ring.'

"Similar claims have also been reported in the New Yorker and
other publications. My only question is, if he's so poor, why

doesn't he sue the Times and the New Yorker for libel?"

Let's see that again in slow motion.
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Press Ethics in Shadows

Howard Kurtz, The Washington Post

04/03/2002

Are there times when journalists should hold back secrets

involving national security?
The answer, in our view, is absolutely.

What is the point of publishing something that's going to

Jjeopardize American lives, just for the sake of a scoop?

In one recent example, a Wall Street Journal executive asked
numerous reporters (us included) not to mention that Danny
Pearl was Jewish and his father Israeli while his life hung in the

balance. Everyone complied.

The tricky part, of course, is divining what crosses the line,
especially with an administration that seems prepared to throw
a star-spangled blanket over just about everything this side of

Dick Cheney's file cabinet,
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On Friday, The Washington Post broke the story of the
"shadow government" — 100 or so bureaucrats who live in
underground bunkers at two East Coast locations to ensure the
continuity of government in case Washington gets bumnt to a

crisp or everyone keels over from the summer humidity.

Some people probably feel that story shouldn't have been
published. But the paper made a point of saying it was not
naming the locations or any of the officials involved at the

request of the White House.

Yesterday, the New York Post published a picture of the

entrance to one of the bunkers.

It would probably take terrorists about five minutes to figure

out where the place is.

Is running the photo such a fabulous scoop that it's worth
endangering the enterprise? We don't get it. Doesn't seem like a

close call.

The New York tabloid didn't print the location, but still.
"Here's your exclusive first look at one of the two top-secret

mountainside bunkers outside Washington that now house a
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'shadow' U.S. government in the event of a catastrophic

attack," the New York Post says.

"A rotating group of about 100 high-ranking officials, covering
every executive-branch department, have been living and
working in these underground sites 24 hours a day since Sept.
11.

"As part of the Continuity of Operations plan, the bunkers
ensure that the federal government could survive if terrorists

attacked the nation's capital with a nuclear bomb."

This is the Washington Post's Friday front-pager: "President
Bush has dispatcﬁcd a shadow government of about 100 senior
civilian managers to live and work secretly outside
Washington, activating for the first time long-standing plans to
ensure survival of federal rule after catastrophic attack on the

nation's capital.

"Execution of the classified 'Continuity of Operations Plan'
resulted not from the Cold War threat of intercontinental
missiles, the scenario rehearsed for decades, but from
heightened fears that the al Qaeda terrorist network might
somehow obtain a portable nuclear weapon, according to three

officials with firsthand knowledge. U.S. intelligence has no
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specific knowledge of such a weapon, they said, but the risk is
thought great enough to justify the shadow government's

disruption and expense.

"Deployed 'on the fly' in the first hours of turmoil on Sept. 11,
one participant said, the shadow government has evolved into
an indefinite precaution. For that reason, the high-ranking
officials representing their departments have begun rotating in
and out of the assignment at one of two fortified locations

along the East Coast."

Hill people don't like finding these things out from the press,
USA Today says:

"Senate Democratic leader Tom Daschle warned yesterday that
a chasm is developing between Congress and the White House
over the way he says President Bush is cloaking the war on
terrorism in secrecy. His latest example: Lawmakers were not

told of secret plans for an emergency shadow government.

"Daschle praised Bush for meeting with congressional leaders
on a regular basis but said they are not kept fully informed
about the long-term strategy of the war and new battlegrounds

of the campaign. . . .
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"Daschle told Fox News he doesn't object to Bush's ordering of
a backup government but thinks that at least senior members of

Congress should have been notified.

"None of us knew about the secret government,’ Daschle said.
'Not knowing things as basic as that is a pretty profound
illustration of the chasm that exists sometimes with

information' about the war".

Daschle was full of news as he raced from one TV studio to the

next:

"The Senate's top Democrat says President Bush's bid to allow
oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)
and his nomination of U.S. District Judge Charles Pickering to
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals are dead,” says the

Washington Times.

"In an interview yesterday on NBC's 'Meet the Press,' Majority
Leader Tom Daschle of South Dakota said he would require at
least 60 votes before allowing ANWR drilling to be the subject

of a Senate floor vote.

mControversial issues always require 60 votes. That's been the

way we do things in the Senate from its very inception,’
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Daschle told host Tim Russert. Sixty votes would be the

number required to stop a filibuster against the proposal.

"Asked if there were 60 votes, the majority leader said, 'There

is not"'.

Salon's Bryan Keefer examines a GOP counterattack against
Daschle:

"As Democrats launch their first criticisms of the Bush
administration's war policies, several Republicans and
conservative pundits have launched an all-out attack designed
to frame virtually any criticism of the war on terrorism as

illegitimate."

The South Dakotan said the war on terrorism can't be
considered a success and Congress sure would like more
information before writing blank checks to expand the effort.
"Daschle's comments are noteworthy — Democratic criticism of
the conduct of the war has been extremely mild to date. But the

points he made are well within the bounds of legitimate debate.

"Senate Minority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., however, fired
back almost immediately by attacking Daschle's right to

criticize the Bush administration's prosecution of the war. 'How
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dare Senator Daschle criticize President Bush while we are
fighting our war on terrorism, especially when we have troops
in the field,' Lott stated. 'He should not be trying to divide our
country while we are united.' Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn., called
Daschle's remarks 'thoughtless and ill-timed." Meanwhile, Rep.
Thomas Davis, R-Va, head of the Republican House
Campaign Committee, claimed Daschle's 'divisive comments
have the effect of giving aid and comfort to our enemies by

allowing them to exploit divisions in our country’,

"Conservative pundits also rallied to the sounds of the battle.
Pundit and former Gingrich press secretary Rich Galen claimed
that Daschle, Byrd and Sen. Fritz Hollings, D-S.C., 'have
decided to declare war on President George W. Bush's handling
of the war against terrorists,' while Andrew Sullivan suggested
that Daschle's comments marked the start of a campaign 'to
undermine the war in order to gain some political traction

against the president'.

"Daschle's relatively mild statement, questioning the future
conduct of the war and the administration's request for a large
increase in defense spending, is the sort elected representatives
have every right to make. Yet instead of even addressing
Daschle's comments, his critics question their very legitimacy,
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suggesting that any criticism of the direction of the war is out
of bounds and divisive as long as the war is ongoing. Since the
conflict is open-ended and likely to expand, this logic would

shut down debate indefinitely".
Time has a huge, and chilling, cover piece about terrorism:

"For a few harrowing weeks last fall, a group of U.S. officials
believed that the worst nightmare of their lives — something
even more horrific than 9/11 - was about to come true. In
October an intelligence alert went out to a small number of
government agencies, including the Energy Department's top-

secret Nuclear Emergency Search Team, based in Nevada,

"The report said that terrorists were thought to have obtained a
10-kiloton nuclear weapon from the Russian arsenal and
planned to smuggle it into New York City. The source of the
report was a mercurial agent code-named dragonfire, who
inteiligence officials believed was of 'undetermined' reliability.
But dragonfire's claim tracked with a report from a Russian
general who believed his forces were missing a 10-kiloton
device. Since the mid-'90s, proliferation experts have suspected
that several portable nuclear devices might be missing from the

Russian stockpile.
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"That made the dragonfire report alarming. So did this:
detonated in lower Manhattan, a 10-kiloton bomb would kill
some 100,000 civilians and irradiate 700,000 more, flattening
everything in a half-mile diameter. And so counterterrorist

investigators went on their highest state of alert.

"It was brutal' a U.S. official told Time. It was also highly
classified and closely guarded. Under the aegis of the White
House's Counterterrorism Security Group, part of the National
Security Council, the suspected nuke was kept secret so as not
to panic the people of New York, Senior FBI officials were not
in the loop. Former mayor Rudolph Giuliani says he was never
told about the threat. In the end, the investigators found nothing
and concluded that dragonfire's information was false. But few
of them slept better. They had made a chilling realization: if
terrorists did manage to smuggle a nuclear weapon into the

city, there was almost nothing anyone could do about it

The California primary is tomorrow, and the political savants
who predicted smooth sailing for Richard Riordan were wrong,

as the Los Angeles Times reports:
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"When leading Republicans cast about last year for a
gubernatorial candidate to resuscitate their flagging party, they

spoke of finding a different kind of California Republican.

"But now, as the GOP primary winds to a nasty finish, the
contest has reverted to a familiar fight over tax-cutting,
Reagan-loving and who can best shrink the reach of

Sacramento.

"For all their calculations, it now seems the wise men of the
GOP--from the White House down--ignored one important

element of Tuesday's election: the people who go to the polls . .

"That more than anything else may explain the rocket-ship rise
of businessman Bill Simon Jr., the most conservative candidate
in the race, and the tumble of former Los Angeles Mayor
Richard Riordan, the favored candidate of the party

establishment".

John Kerry is running for something — or so this Boston Globe

piece, filed from New Hampshire, would seem to suggest:

"Waving his Vietnam War credentials like a flag, Senator John
F. Kerry last night chastised two top Republicans who had not

served in the military for their criticism of Democratic leaders.
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"The Massachusetts Democrat, who received three Purple
Hearts, a Bronze Star, and a Silver Star in two Navy combat
tours, told an audience of New Hampshire Democrats that he
had fought to preserve the freedom of speech and the oversight

of government actions.

"He contrasted his military service with that of Representative
Tom DeLay of Texas and the Senate Republican leader, Trent
Lott of Mississippi. Neither served in Vietnam or the military;
both got student deferments. Last week both lashed out at
comments by the Senate majority leader, Thomas A. Daschle
of South Dakota, and Senator Robert C. Byrd of West Virginia,

chairman of the Appropriations Committee.

"Lott and DeLay criticized the two Democrats for questioning
the exit strategy and means for measuring success in

Afghanistan.

"Let me be clear tonight to Senator Lott and to Tom DeLay:
One of the lessons that I learned in Vietnam, a war they did not
have to endure, and one of the basic vows of commitment that I
made to myself, was that if I ever reached a position of
responsibility, I would never stop asking questions that make a

democracy strong,' Kerry said to an estimated 400 people
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attending the New Hampshire Democratic Party's annual 100

Club dinner in Concord."

Slate's David Plotz picks up on the battalion of Clintonistas

running for office this year:

"There are two explanations for the epidemic of Clintonian
€xes, one generous, one ungenerous, both ‘truf:. The generous
explanation is that the Clintonites want to finish what they
started. The Clinton team formulated smart, successful public
policies, especially domestically. They had a great run, but
even after eight years they felt cut short by George W. Bush's
election, If they're elected in 2002, they can try to preserve and
expand the best ideas of the Clinton years. (That's why it's no
surprise that almost all are running as Clinton-aping centrist

Democrats).

"The ungenerous explanation is that what Republicans have
always charged about the Clinton administration is true: It was
the most political presidency in history. Most Republican
Cabinet secretaries and top cats happily return to the private
sector when they finish their official duties. But the Clinton
administration, and the Democratic Party in general, was

packed with people who live for politics and governing,.
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"You get the feeling that some of the Clintonista candidates are
running because they can't conceive of doing anything else.
[Andrew] Cuomo, [Bill] Richardson, [Janet] Reno, and [Rahm]
Emanuel have essentially never worked outside
politics/government. [Robert] Reich has been in politics or on
its periphery his entire career, too. They could sooner stop

eating than quit politics.

"Most of the Clintonista candidates have distanced themselves
from their old boss. There are two exceptions: Emanuel,
running in the Clinton-country of Chicago, has imported

Clinton for fund-raisers and endorsements; and Reich, running

. in Uber-Democratic Massachusetts, has also tried to link

himself to Bill. (There is a funny story about this.) But for
others, Clinton the Man (as opposed to Clinton the Policies)
remains poison, still defined by Lewinsky, pardons, and
impeachment. Bowles, for example, seems to have filed a
restraining order to keep Clinton away. North Carolina still
detests Clinton, so Bowles pretends he was chief of staff to
President Nobody. Clinton rates one mention — in passing — in
Bowles' biographical materials. According to Reno's campaign
bio, she became attorney general all by herself. New York still

likes Clinton, but even Cuomo doesn't risk much association
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with him. Cuomo's Web site posts photos of him with two
dozen celebrities, including Rosie O'Donnell, the NAACP's
Kweisi Mfume, Sens, Ted Kennedy and Joe Biden, actor Billy
Baldwin, and Al Gore--but not Clinton".

We told you last week you'd be reading versions of this story

hundreds of times.

Finally, the Wall Street Journal's Peggy Noonan weighs in on
the latest "West Wing" flap — and makes a disclosure that was
probably a tad easier than acknowledging she once did

speechwriting for Enron:

"A good little scandal this week and just when we needed i,
when things were getting a little slow. 'The West Wing'
producer Aaron Sorkin perked things up by telling Tad Friend
of The New Yorker that it's good we're 'laying off the
bubblehead jokes' about President Bush but let's face it, we're
all just 'being polite' and making believe Mr. Bush is a

substantial figure. . ..

"I call him Aaron because I know him and I know him because
I am an adviser or contributor to 'The West Wing.' I'm not sure
which because I can't find the letter of agreement. I am, as far

as | know, the only conservative who works on the show,
367



though maybe there are more. I send Aaron e-mails from New
York with ideas and suggestions, About every fourth show

someone says something conservative. That's usually me,

"Two weeks ago, for instance, Press Secretary C.J. was talking
to Presidential Conscience Tobey about affirmative action.
When Tobey pressed C.J. for her views, she said she was the
wrong Democrat to ask. She explained that her father had once
been denied a job when someone else got it in an affirmative
action decision. Tobey nodded and asked, 'How's he doing?”
C.J. said, lightly, 'Fine. In my version, C.l.'s father had
suffered. He was an idealist who believed everyone has an
equal shot at success in America, a public school teacher who
wanted to help kids and was gifted in his work with them; now
he saw a less qualified and implicitly less loving person
elevated at his expense, and only because he was the wrong
color. It left him shattered. The flag on which he'd stood had
been pulled from under him, and he never fully regained his

balance.

"When Aaron wrote it, C.J's father was not a victim of
govemment but a fellow doing fine. In part because that's how

Aaron thinks about affirmative action, and it's his show . . .
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"But back to what Aaron said about Bush. It is surprising that it
caused so much comment, even in a relatively slow news week.
Because Aaron Sorkin was only saying what Aaron Sorkin
thinks. And Aaron Sorkin thinks the thoughts of a left-liberal.
Because he is a left-liberal. And the show he writes and
produces each week, the show whose storylines and dialogue

he dreams up, reflects his views, utterly.

"No one has every accused 'West Wing' of being a conservative
show or a right wing show--no one, ever. That's because it's
not. It's a left-liberal show that propounds left liberal ideas
through the acting of such left-liberals as the gifted Martin
Sheen. I know this. Aaron Sorkin knows it. And you know it

too if you're paying attention".

We think Noonan should get one line of dialogue at least every

thirs show.
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Gulf News, 04/08/2006

Gulf News, 18/08/2006

The Guardian, 04/07/2003

The Guardian, 22/08/2006

The Guardian, 24/08/2006

The Independent, 31/07/2006
The New York Times, 19/06/ 2006
The Washington Post, 28/02/2002
The Washington Post, 04/03/2002
The Washingion Post, 05/04/2002
The Washington Post, 08/04/2002
The Washington Post, 10/04/2002
The Washington Post, 10/11/2005
The Washington Post, 10/11/2005
The Washington Post, 10/11/2005

The Washington Post, 28/06/2006
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The Washington Post, 10/08/2006

The Washington Post, 23/08/2006
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