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Abstract:

Background: Any delay or any disorder that disturbs the development of
language and speech affects the individual's ability to express himself
and his needs negatively, as well as his communication and learning in
the different fields of life and thereby affects both the individual and the
society.

And because the prevalence rate of these disorders is not known in our
country and there are not enough studies regarding these disorders or
the various risk factors that predispose to them, it is one of the main
aims of this study to establish a prevalence rate in our society and to
study the relation between these disorders and the different risk factors
that have been globally studied.

Aim: To know the prevalence rate of language and speech disorders
among the children of the Syrian Arab Republic and to figure some of
the risk factors related to them.

Materials and Methods: A cross section study for a collection of children
who came for checkups at the psychiatric clinic in Al Mouwasat
University Hospital and in the Pediatric University Hospital, as well as the
clinics of the Red Crescent.

The overall prevalence rate had been studied for the entire language
and speech disorders as group, then each individually. And many risk
factors have been studied as well divided into: biological,
developmental, familial, and environmental risk factors.
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Results: The study found a high prevalence of language and speech
disorders among the children, about 75.5%, with stuttering disorder
being the most prevalent. It also found that pregnancy and obstetrical
complications, the presence of major illness in the child or tics, as well as
a positive family history for these disorders and rural inhabitance
constituted important risk factors.

Conclusion: The prevalence rate of language and speech disorders is
very high in our society, with the presence of many significant risk
factors, some of which could be modified while others not. This prompts
spreading awareness between the families and people and providing
well — designed and expert facilities for the purpose of screening and
treating these disorders.

Keywords: Language and Speech Disorders. Risk Factors.
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