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Abstract

The aim: The aim of this study was to study the outcome of transurethral
resection in urothelial carcinoma and compare it with the results of radical
cystectomy. This study aims to demonstrate the possibility of relying on
histological examination of the TURBT specimens in determining the final

stage of the tumor and selecting appropriate treatment for the patient.

Materials and Methods: A retrospective cross-sectional study included all

patients who underwent radical cystectomy after confirmation of urothelial
carcinoma following histological examination of the TURBT specimens, at the
National University Hospital in Damascus during the period from May 2022 to
May 2024.

Results: The study included 85 patients, with a mean age of 65.8 + 11.2 years,
most of whom were male (87%). Radical cystectomy was performed for the
presence of muscle-invasive (T2) bladder tumor in 73 patients (85.8%). Tumor
stage was down-staged in 13 patients (17.8%), as follows: 9.5% had no tumor,
2.7% had a tumor in situ (Tis), and 5.4% had a superficial tumor (T1 or Ta). The
remaining patients had a post-resection tumor stage of either T2 (47.9%) or
>T2 (34.5%). Age, sex, and the interval between TUR and radical cystectomy
were not statistically different between the post-radical cystectomy pT2 group

and the group that has reached lower stage.

Conclusion: The rate of down-staging of bladder cancer after radical
cystectomy is significant. No clinical or pathological criteria have been

identified that correlate with low stage (<pT2) after radical cystectomy.

Keywords: Urothelial Carcinoma, Radical Cystectomy, Tumor Stage.
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