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ABSTRACT

The research dealt with the issue of the judiciary in the Ottoman Empire in
general and in the state of Damascus in particular. Because the Ottoman Empire
was characterized by extreme centralization, it is difficult to understand the issue
of the judiciary without addressing the central judicial apparatus. The research
aimed to show the role that the judge and court employees played in Damascus
society, and the extent to which their success in their tasks is based on the records
of the Sharia courts in the state of Damascus, because they provide abundant
scientific material that is relevant to the subject of the research. The research dealt
with the central judicial system and then the judicial system in the state, the method
of managing the courts, methods of litigation, court employees, Ottoman laws, and
the judiciary among the people. The duty and the position of the judiciary towards
women and the judiciary in rural areas and among professionals and craftsmen in
urban centers, in order to answer many questions about the role that the courts
and their employees have contributed to in making the lives of the people in
Damascus more comfortable. There is no doubt that the role of the judiciary is to
organize the lives of the people in a way that ensures Stability and continuity in the

best possible conditions for living. The research, relying on the historical research
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method based on analyzing documents and extracting the largest possible amount
of facts, reached important results, represented by clarifying the centrality of the
judge’s work, and the fact that the judicial system that Al-Othmani followed was
achieving results, but it declined dramatically. There is nothing wrong with it when
the general conditions in the empire became more difficult, and it is further evidence
of the extreme centralization that the Ottomans followed in their administration. It
can be said that the Ottoman judicial system was developed to a degree that kept
pace with the times and the prevailing reality and that there was organization and
precision in the work and this was evident in the recording. Accuracy of all facts
and keeping records, which means making them available for review, and therefore
the judge was issuing his rulings with complete conviction that he had followed the
terrifying laws, whether from a legal standpoint or what applied to the facts of the
laws, royal orders, and directives received from the center of the Sultanate. In
general, it can be said that cases of ruling with justice More than in cases of
injustice, and cases of satisfaction more than in cases of rejection when the dispute
was between families, and it was clear that the judiciary contributed to supporting
the authority and not the families when the issue related to the ruling group, and it

is not possible to deny bias in the rulings in that case, but it was remarkable that
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the people of Dhimmah significantly resorted to litigation. In the Sharia court,
despite the opposition of the leaders of non—Muslim sects to that approach among
their subjects, it was noted that the motive for this was the executive force of the
decisions of the Sharia judge, even in matters of personal status such as marriage,

divorce, and inheritance, in addition to commercial and financial transactions.

Key words; Damascus Province, Ottoman judiciary, Dhimmis, shariaa

court
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