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Diagnostic approach to the patient with neutrocytic ascites

Ascitic fluid
PMN count =250

v

Ascitic fluid
bile-staimed

Yes [ Ra]

Ascitic fluid
bilirubin =& mgy/dL
and ascitic fluidy/
seruwm bilirubin =1.0

Yes | Mo I

Biliary Fulfillment of at least
perforation two of the following:
Total protein >=1g9/dL (10 a/L)
Glucose <50 mgsdl (2.8 mmal L)
LOH =upper limit of normal for semim

Ascites PMM < baseline Free air or extravasation

after 48 hours of of contrast rmediunm
therapy with antibiotic I

Perforaticn
peritonitis

Monperforation
secondary

bacrerial
peritomnitis
Spontansous MNo evidenoe Ewvidence for _""l Laparotonmy
bacterial | for loculated loculated infection
peritonitis infection (CT scan)

Y

Continue
antibiotic

Redrawn from AKrivladis, EA, Runyon, BA, Gastroenterology 1990; 98:127
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Approach to the management of suspected

spontaneous bacterial peritonitis

High suspicion of bacterial
infection based upon signs or
sympltoms

'

Culture of ascitic fluid,
blood, urine and sputum,
and ascitic fluid PMM count

Y

Imimediately start
empiric antikxiotic treatment:
cefotaxime 2 grams/q B hours IV
Give intravenous albumin
(1.5 g/kg at diagnosis
followed by 1g/kg on day 3)

47

(16-22)

Low suspicion of bacterial
infection based upon signs or
SYMpLoms

'

Abdominal paracentesis:
ascitic fluid bacrerial
culbure and PMN count
fother testing as needed)

'

Ascitic fAluid PFMM count >250/mm 3
(should be available in 1 to 4 hours)

1

Bacterial cultures of blood,
urine and sputum
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