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Abstract

The treatise “The Sasanian State during the Reign of Kawadh I (488-531 AD)”
includes a detailed explanation of the social, religious, economic and political
conditions during the reign of Kawadh I, his wars and his foreign relations. With
the arrival of King Kawadh | to power, he found himself facing a complex
inheritance of problems, chief among which was the nobility, the power of the
clergy, their authority even over the kings, and their financial influence and their
great wealth on the one hand, and the famine and poverty, and the taxes that
burdened the people on the other hand, so this is a heavy inheritance like this. He
had to search for a strong ally to support him in bringing about changes in the
structure of Sasanian society.

The political and social conditions paved the way for the emergence of the
character of Mazdak, who announced his call and revolution on the economic and
social reality in light of the difficult conditions that afflicted the Sassanid state,
after a series of losing wars against the Hiatla that placed the country under the
yoke of paying taxes to them in order to ward off their danger from the eastern
borders. And in light of the reality of imposing class differentiation among the
members of society, he had drawn its features in Ardashir and continued until the
era of Kawadh 1, so the transition from one class to another became a kind of
impossible, except in rare cases.

In its principles and teachings, the Mazdaq faith has tended to apply the public
domain theory of money and women, which it considers a basis upon which
society must be based. This is what explains why the lower classes, who are
deprived of privileges, welcome and join Mazdakiya.

Kawadh I’s support for the Mazdakiya revolution in the tenth year of his reign

constituted a threat to the foundations of Sasanian rule, as this revolution



threatened the privileges of the nobles and the clergy, and Kawadh | found in his
adoption of it a way to reduce the domination of the great, who were able to strike
a blow to Mazdakiya by removing Kawadh | from the government and appointing
his brother Gamasb 497-499 AD). However, a radical change occurred in Kawadh
I’s policy towards Mazdakiya after his second return to power, with the support of
external forces (al-Hayatla). And the beginning of the end was for Mazdak when
he entered into a conflict with Kawadh | over the issue of inheriting the throne,
which ended with the death of Mazdak and the eradication of his followers during
the reign of Kawadh | and Kusra after him.

Kawadh I made many internal reforms, and we can call them initial reforms as
long as they did not bear fruit during his reign, and Fosra continued after him. And
he led a series of wars on the eastern front against Al-Hayatleh and was able to
disperse them, and repel the Khazar attacks from the country. On the Western
front, he entered into a conflict with Byzantium over Armenia and Lazica, and his
wars with Byzantium did not end in those two regions, but rather extended to the
Arab region in the Euphrates Peninsula and the Arabian Peninsula.

The Arabs were not far from the stage of the political conflict between the two
countries. The situation on the frontiers separating them is to enjoy a kind of
independence, and to increase its political activity to the point that it helped it to
contribute to the events of that conflict, and to establish a relationship of friendship
and alliance with the major powers in that era, as the Manzrah State did by
standing by the Sassanid’s and the Ghassanids by standing by the Byzantines So,
both states took upon themselves to protect the borders of the Sasanian state and
the Byzantine Empire, and each participated in the wars between them on the side

of their ally.
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